
Dry Ice or Host-Seeking Traps (left) are designed to collect host    

seeking nuisance mosquitoes, particularly Tiger Mosquitoes, Aedes             

albopictus, and a wide variety of floodwater species. A cooler full of solid 

carbon dioxide (dry ice) pellets hung above the trap slowly sublimates. 

Mosquitoes are attracted to the CO2, just as they are to exhaling humans 

and animals, and are then pulled down into a net by a 

battery-operated fan. 

Northampton County Vector Control 
2026 Season 

Northampton County Vector Control surveys for and controls mosquitoes and collects ticks that can vector or transmit 

disease within Northampton County using an Integrated Vector Management (IVM) approach. This incorporates public 

education, vector surveillance, and preventative practices along with utilizing appropriate control methods if needed. 

Weekly mosquito larval surveillance will occur beginning April 6th  and surveillance for adult mosquitoes will begin on 

May 4th and both will continue until October 2nd, 2026. All traps will be clearly labeled with our contact info and placed 

at sites across the county on a weekly basis and left overnight to be picked up the following day.  

Any sources of standing water that persist more than a week has the potential to breed mosquitoes and should be 

checked or eliminated wherever possible. Municipalities can help reduce mosquito populations by eliminating any 

areas that hold standing water. Avoid mowing wet areas and creating tire ruts, dumping water out of or storing       

unused equipment under cover, keeping rain barrels screened to prevent mosquito entry, and 

recycling or cutting worn out or unused tires so they don’t hold water. Implementing and    

enforcing standing water ordinances can also be a huge help in eliminating standing water and 

lowering mosquito populations. 

Biweekly tick collections for Black-legged Tick, or Deer Tick, nymphs and other tick species will 

occur across the county from April 13th through September 25th. All nymphal and adult ticks 

will be individually tested for diseases carried by that respective species. 

Gravid Traps (right) are designed to collect Culex species which are 

the primary vectors of West Nile Virus. Blood-fed females are attracted 

to the stinky, organic water in the pan to lay their eggs. 

A battery-operated fan pulls the mosquitoes up into a 

collection chamber inside the grey tool box. The water 

in the pan is a simple hay or alfalfa infusion. 
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