WILLIAMS TOWNSHIP ZONING OFFICE

WILLIAMS TWSP. MUNICIPAL BLDG 

655 CIDER PRESS ROAD, EASTON, PA. 18042

PHONE 610-258-0522  FAX 610-258-6080 E mail radams@williamstwp.org
OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY thru FRIDAY 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM
Zoning Officer/Building Code Administrator: Rich Adams






Amended September 13, 2006
FEE:

$ 500.00
REGULATED ACTIVITIES

Earth moving and grading, soil disturbance, excavation, and any activity incidental to construction, including, but not limited to addition to existing principal structures, but not limited to, removal of vegetation and/or changes in topography or activities regulated by this Ordinance.  Vegetation is hereby defined as follows:  Any grass, brush, flower, crop, tree, or landscaping item on the ground.  If the vegetation is removed or tramped and/or compacted so as not to be in its natural state it is considered to be stripped or removed.  

Earth moving and grading activities shall be subject to the requirements of State Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control Regulations, the Township Zoning Ordinance, the Township Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance, and the Township Flood Plain Ordinance whether or not it is regulated by this Ordinance.  

EXEMPTED ACTIVITIES

Notwithstanding anything to the contrary set forth in this Section, no permit shall be required pursuant to this Ordinance in the following circumstances:  

A. Earth disturbances for the purpose of normal agricultural operations, gardening and topsoil preparation for planting of grass or other vegetative groundcover; or  

B. Earth disturbance necessary for the construction or repair of public utilities and/or roads by public agencies, and/or Public Utility Commission regulated utility companies.  

C. Earth disturbance necessary for the construction of above ground swimming pools, porches, and decks.  
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UNLAWFUL ACTS


It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation to undertake any earth moving activity or stripping of vegetated ground cover without first securing a permit, as required, pursuant to this Ordinance.

EFFECT ON OTHER PERMITS


Whenever any proposed activity requires a building and/or driveway permit, no such building or driveway permit shall be issued unless the permit required hereunder has been issued.  The plans and applications required herein may be combined, when applicable, with plans and applications materials submitted for building and/or driveway permits.

APPLICATON FOR A PERMIT

A. Any person, firm, or corporation proposing to engage in activity requiring a permit hereunder shall apply for a permit by written application which shall include the Applicant’s agreement to comply with the regulations upon issuance of the permit.

B. The Applicant shall consult the Williams Township Zoning Ordinance Subdivision and Land Development and Flood Plain Ordinances as prepared, and as may be amended, which govern the development of land within the Township prior to making application for a permit under the Ordinance.
C. A separate application shall be required for each earth disturbance operation. Three (3) copies of all the documents referred to below shall be submitted with each application.  The application forms submitted shall consist of the forms provided by the Township together with the required fees.  All applications shall be submitted to the Township Zoning Officer who shall retain one for Township records and forward two copies of all documents to the Township Engineer for initial plan review.

D. The township’s secretary, within ten (10) days of the adoption of this Ordinance, shall establish operating procedures including the required number of copies of the application, the content of the application, and all the above shall be in conformity with the provisions of this Ordinance.  The Williams Township Board of Supervisors shall determine the fees for such permits, from time to time, by resolution.

E. Any application for a Grading Permit shall be accompanied by a plan showing the following:
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1. A Topographic Survey Plan of the site, at a suitable scale of no less than 1” = 50’ and contour interval of no more than 2’-0”, prepared by a registered Professional Land Surveyor or registered Professional Engineer, including a boundary line survey, the location and description of vegetative cover, the general location of all major trees and any other pertinent existing natural or man made features.  Interpolated contours from USGS maps or any other similar source are not acceptable.  

2. A Grading Plan of the same scale describing all changes to the site including final contours, structures, paving, waste disposal systems, and wells,  This improvement and grading information may be combined on the topographic survey when all information can be clearly and legibly shown.

This Grading Plan shall show the following:

a. Existing and proposed right-of-ways and easements.

b. 100 year Floodplain limit and elevation 

c. Karst Features 

d. The limits of Major trees and trees to be removed. 

e. Portions of the property steeper than 25 percent slope.

f. Wetlands (if any).
g. Existing and proposed storm water management facilities.  If new storm water management facilities are proposed, the engineering calculations used to design those facilities shall also be provided.

h. The design location and grading associated with any proposed on lot sewage disposal system.

i. The area reserved for providing a replacement on lot sewage disposal system (if required).

j. Landscape buffers or screens.

k. Any upstream watershed draining onto the property, with a clear description of how storm water runoff from the upstream watershed will be accommodated.

3.  A written description of soil erosion and sedimentation control measures in accordance with Section 44 of Chapter 102, Title 25, Rules and Regulations, Part I, Commonwealth of PA Department of Environmental Protection, Subpart C, Protection of Natural Resources, Article II, Waster Resources, Chapter 102, Erosion Control, which shall be in conformity with the standards and specifications of the Williams Township Ordinances.
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4.  If the proposed activity constitutes a “Land Development”, storm water management calculations prepared in accordance with the requirements of Williams Township Subdivision and Land Ordinance should be prepared and submitted by a registered Professional Engineer.

5.  A Time schedule stating the anticipated starting and completion dates of the development sequence.

F. The Site Plans required herein shall also be prepared in accordance with the Site Plan requirements and/or other specific requirements of other Ordinances and regulations of the Township.

File: Zoning Requirements/06-09-13-Grading Requirements Amended
