Williams Township Board of Supervisors

JUNE 28, 2006

A special monthly meeting of the Williams Township Board of Supervisors, 655 Cider Press Road, Easton, PA 18042 was held on the above date and called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson Sally Hixson. Sally led the audience in the pledge to the flag. Others present were Supervisor Robert Doerr, Township Manager Deborah Patterson, Township Solicitor Brian Monahan, Township Engineer Dave Harte, Public Works Director Mike Strawn and Township Secretary Jenn Tripp. Supervisor, Fred Mebus was unable to attend due to flooding.
Declaration of State of Emergency – Resolution 2006-20 – Debbie declared a State of Emergency on June 28, 2006 due to the flooding from the tropical system that stalled over the region.  The areas along the Delaware River including Canal Road and Frys Run are devastated due to this occurrence.  Sally asked for motion to approve Resolution 2006-20, Declaration of State of Emergency.  Bob made motion, second by Sally, carried 2-0. 
City of Easton Sewer Agreement - Brian said that after substantial negotiations, the city of Easton and Easton Area Joint Sewer Authority (EAJSA) has agreed into entering into a Multi-Municipal Agreement.   This Agreement provides that businesses and other users can connect to the City of Easton lines and that the lines are able to handle the sewage flow and allows for the transfer and sale of 30,000 gallons to the Township, 22,000 gallons of which will be transferred to the Township of Forks, and the balance to serve additional commercial and residential homes.  Dave said the connection points were at Centre Street and Belmont.  EAJSA has to sign the Agreement, but tonight we have to approve the Agreement.  Sally asked for motion to approve the Agreement made on the first day of June 2006 with EAJSA.  Bob made motion, second by Sally, carried 2-0. 

Crivellaro Sewer Purchase - Once all signatures are acquired for the aforementioned agreement, we can write a check to close this.  Sally asked for motion to allow Debbie to make a check payable to Fred Crivellaro when the Agreement is approved and complete.  Bob made motion, second by Sally, carried 2-0. 

Easton Suburban Water Authority Agreement - Debbie stated that we passed a Resolution in 2003 where Easton would do our reads for sewer billing.  She stated that we did not have an Agreement in place for delinquent sewer bills.  We would like to be able to authorize the Easton Suburban Water Authority to turn water off to that property that is delinquent. Debbie said we have one extreme delinquent account and would like to move forward.   Sally asked for motion to sign the Agreement with Easton Suburban that deals with delinquent bills and shutoff.  Bob made motion, second by Sally, carried  2-0. 

Public Works Facility – Bond – Results of Bond Auction – 
 Gary Pulcini stated that there were five bidders for the auction, which collectively bid 34 times, with 24 time extensions.  He stated that the winning bid was Mellon Financial, who submitted 14 bids.  Mr. Pulcini stated that Commerce Bank had the cover bid.  Mr. Pulcini stated that with all of that action, we received the best price for the bond.  The bond amount will be $3,615,000.00.  Closing will be held on July 31, 2006 and a security deposit of $26,230.00 will be required at that time.   
Mr. Pulcini explained the debt service schedule over the next 25 years and explained the bond’s final size.  

Bond Counsel, Michael Gaul of King,  Spry, Herman, Freund and Faul, stated that the Ordinance will memorialize the terms and conditions of the bond.  He stated that we have to structure this in a way to comply with the law.  He stated that we have to make sure everything is valid and tax exempt.  He stated that he has an Ordinance to be adopted by the Supervisors which will authorize the issuance and sale of the Township Bonds in the amount of $3,615,000.00 and will authorize the sale to Mellon Bank.  In order to do that, approval from DCED is necessary, as they make sure that the Township does not go over its borrowing power.    In order to get DCED approval, you have to be below borrowing limits and have to be in the debt act.  He stated that you have to appoint a paying agent and they act as a sinking fund depository.  He also stated that you also have to appoint bond insurer.  The Township’s Bond Insurer is Financial Security Assurances.  He stated that there are also provisions regarding arbitrage.  He stated that you have to agree that the bonds are not arbitrages, meaning the Township is not going to take the money to make money.  The Township will have the right to refinance if they so choose.  Sally asked for motion to approve Ordinance 2006-2 relating to the borrowing ordinance for the capital improvements project.  Bob made motion, second by Sally, carried 2-0.  

Other Business 
Debbie stated that she sent a letter to Mrs. Dornblaser and told her property was appraised and the Township offered $6,000.  Debbie said that Mrs. Dornblaser’s son-in-law called and said that Mrs. Dornblaser really didn’t want to sell property and that they would prefer if we go through lot line adjustment rather than go through a purchase, which was the original plan.  Debbie asked if the Board was agreeable and to direct Dave to get the process going.  Sally and Bob both said that they are agreeable.  Brian said he has reservations as to whether the Township can simply transfer real estate without violating the 2nd Class Township Code.  Brian said he will have to look at it.  Debbie asked if there was a benefit to the Dornblasers. Dave said no, that they are being accommodating to us. Dave suggested giving a gift of that land with the Township.  Sally asked for motion to direct Township Manager to contact the family and see what direction they would like to possibly move in, like pursue a lot-line plan or would they like to pursue us buying it, or if they would like to pursue some type of donation.  Bob made motion, second by Sally 2-0.

Debbie also said that John Etter has major concerns about the stormwater going down that lane to Dornblasers property and asked the Board to direct Dave to take a look at what is going on back there.  Sally asked for motion to direct Dave to investigate and report back with regard to the Dornblaser property and whether permits are needed.  Bob made motion, second by Sally, carried 2-0.  Debbie asked Dave to stake out triangular piece as well.  

Debbie received a memo from Dave with regard to the athletic field lighting invoice from Metro Electrical in the amount of $8,000.00.  Debbie feels we should not pay for the pole replacement.  Debbie feels the pole wasn’t put in right to begin with.  Dave said that there were requirements that stated if they encountered unsuitable conditions, they were to immediately notify us and tell us what the remedy would be and we were supposed to pay extra at the time of the installation.  Dave said that when he met before the repair was made, they admitted that they knew they hit loose stone.  Clearly it was their obligation during construction to advise us if it would be stable.  Dave said the only part of the invoice we should be responsible for would be the payment of the concrete.  That portion of the repair is something we would be obligated to pay for originally.  Dave also said that the number of hours we were billed for the electrician doesn’t seem correct.  They were not there that long.  Sally said we could pay the $1,000.00 and not pay the rest and enter into negotiations.  Bob said it seems like we are getting robbed. Sally asked for motion to pay for the concrete at this point and let them know we feel it is covered under the original Agreement.  Bob made motion, second by Sally, carried 2-0.

Debbie stated that Cedar Park is looking for CO’s for some of the townhouses.  Debbie stated that she has a concern of what they are getting in to.  She said that it was a mess and looked like a disaster area.  Dave said that it will look like this for a while because it is a construction site.  He said it is in a tight confined area.  He also said that in Woodside, there was this situation.  Dave stated that this will happen at Cedar Park and said that as construction moves away from the entrance it will get better.  Debbie questioned about the PennDot Permit.  Dave indicated that they have a full PennDot permit which was faxed to Rich.  Dave said that the CO’s can be issued.  Debbie asked about liability; Dave said they are private roads, they have their permits, paved surfaces, and they have sidewalks.  

Bob stated that the 11 and 12 year old boys won the Williams Township Baseball Tournament.  He asked if he could get the roster and coaches before the Board so they can be recognized for winning the tournament.   

Debbie stated that she has an issue with Pilar Campisi and Bean, Inc.  She stated that Bean, Inc., built a wall out of dirt and with the flood, it will wash her property way.  Debbie talked to DEP and they said it is not their problem and she wants something done.  Debbie said that Ms. Campisi threatened to go to 69 News.  Bob asked if Bean was in violation with our Ordinance. Dave said that right this minute, they are in violation.  Bean said that they would revise their plan, which was improper.  They called Rich and told him that the plan was not revised.  Dave wrote a retraction letter to Rich and asked Brian to send a letter to their attorney.  They testified in front of the Magistrate that they had a revised plan, Dave looked at it quickly and that the engineer did not make that change.  

Brian stated that Ms. Campisi and Bean have had an ongoing feud for about 3 years.  Brian did represent her in court once over a harassment issue.  The charges were set aside by the Judge, they then went into court and fought over a property line dispute.  Brian said it seems like a dispute between two neighbors and she is trying to bring in any agency that she can.  Brian is not sure where the Township’s role lies.  Brian said she may have a claim, and if the Supervisors feel strongly about that, let’s move ahead.   Sally said that we had Bean in court and that they were supposed to do something, but they didn’t.  Sally stated that we have to follow up on it. Bob said he is with Sally on this.   Sally said Township should not get involved unless the Ordinance is not being followed.  Debbie would like to send her a letter for exactly that, that the suit is between two parties and the Township is not a party to that.  Brian said that the Magistrate will probably be favorable to us, however, there may be an appeal.  


Audience Comments


None

Sally made motion to adjourn.  Bob made motion, second by Sally, carried 2-0. 






Respectfully submitted,







JENNIFER L. TRIPP, SECRETARY







Williams Township Board of Supervisors

