Williams Township Board of Supervisors

Year End Meeting

December 27, 2007


A special meeting of the Williams Township Board of Supervisors, 655 Cider Press Road, Easton, PA 18042 was held on the above date and called to order at 3:00 P.M. by Chairperson Sally Hixson.  Sally led the audience in the pledge to the flag.  Others present were Supervisors Robert Doerr and Fred Mebus, Township Solicitor Brian Monahan, Township Manager Deborah Patterson, Public Works Director Michael Strawn, Township Secretary Melody Ashmore, Zoning Officer Richard Adams, and Township Engineer David Harte. 
Sally announced executive sessions were held December 21, 2007, emergency Executive Session to discuss legal issues and December 27, 2007, Host Negotiations.

Sally stated that we have approval to pay bills.  Sally asked Bob and Fred if they had any questions.  Fred questioned what the signs were for that were purchased?  Mike stated they were street and stop signs for various roads within the township.  Fred also questioned the bill for Easton Auto Body Towing.  Mike stated that one of their trucks broke down and had to be towed.  The last question Fred had was for Mike to explain the bill to Chemung.  Mike stated that it was for two sets of snow chains.  Fred asked if we had priced them somewhere else.  Mike stated that he had priced them from Chemung as well as US Municipal and they both came within a couple of dollars of each other.  Fred stated that he understands that we have to keep things in various accounts and categories and suggested that we use the credit card as often as we can.  Debbie stated that we only have a $2,000.00 credit limit.  Sally asked for a motion to pay the bills.  Fred made the motion, second by Bob.  Carried 3-0.
Sally asked for a motion to close the books for year 2007 including payroll bills up to December 31, 2007.  Bob made the motion, second by Fred.  Carried 3-0.
MANAGER’S REPORT/CORRESPONDENCE
Debbie stated that the supervisors were copied on a letter from Mark Weidner regarding the Eagle Scout Award Ceremony at St. John’s Church for Stephen Morris.  Debbie stated that she was asked to personally attend.  The project had to do with the butterfly garden at the Municipal Building.
Debbie stated that a letter was received from Lewis and Walters with reference to the Temporary Easement Agreement regarding Easton Suburban Water Authority.  Debbie stated that Brian sent a letter to Tom Walters to go ahead and proceed.  Debbie stated that if the Board would agree then once we receive the signed paperwork from Country Classics and Easton Suburban Water to authorize Debbie to sign the Easement Agreement.  Sally asked for a motion.  Fred made motion for Debbie to sign the Temporary Easement Agreement for the construction of the water towers, second by Bob.  Carried 3-0.

Debbie stated to the Board that we received correspondence from the Center of Animal Health and Welfare formally the SPCA wanting us to sign another agreement and that said agreement was forwarded to Brian.  Debbie also stated that she forwarded to the Supervisors some comments that she received from other Managers from other municipalities that have issues with the SPCA here in the township.    Debbie suggested that we will put it on the agenda at the January 7, 2008 Supervisors Meeting.  Brian stated that in the past we ignored their agreement and we have done our own agreement.  Debbie stated that they have raised their fees and suggested that possibly we make a flat donation for the year instead of being billed quarterly.  Bob stated that is something that we may want to consider.  Debbie stated that she will pull out some of the old bills to work up an average.

OLD BUSINESS

Sally asked Mike for a status on the Public Works Building.  Mike stated that they were still waiting for strainer for the discharge sedimentation.  We have to finish the pipe.  
Bob stated that he has had complimentary comments of the Horth Property.     

NEW BUSINESS

Debbie stated that Mark Weidner had spoke to Debbie about meeting with her regarding another scout who would like to put welcome to Williams Township signs in the Township.  Debbie stated that she might need to discuss this at our January meeting and get Dave Harte involved as they may need to be a specific size.  Debbie stated that she believes he is planning on making them himself and that there are going to be four signs.
SUPERVISORS COMMENTS 


None.

AUDIENCE COMMENTS

Kathy Lilly – Stated that she heard the Municipal Garage kitchen equipment was going to be purchased at a price of $129,000.00.  Debbie stated that she does not know where that amount came from.  Kitchen equipment is not going to be anything more than what we have at the Municipal Building, a refrigerator and a microwave.  Kathy asked if there are plans?  Dave Harte stated that there are a set a plans at the Township Building.  Kathy also stated that she read over the minutes from the November meeting and noticed some comments she made were not in the minutes.  She stated that she had expressed concern regarding the zoning ordinances that are not followed and why the Township does not empower our competent zoning officer for follow up.  Stated she did not want to lose site of this comment.   She further explained that she mentioned that the zoning officer should go around the township instead of neighbors calling on their neighbors, calling the DEP when you smell the landfill and lastly the business that is being run on Stage Coach Drive and the equipment that they have out there.  Stated that she has “friends” on that street and the neighbors are really leery of reporting that.  Kathy also brought up the fact that a resident has put a pool in and does not have a fence around the pool.  Bob stated that he just put a pool up and he has a fence around his.  Bob further stated that there are no double standards.  Our Ordinance is not controlling body whether there is a fence.  We adapted the State Uniform Construction Code which is a National Ordinance.  Kathy asked then why does this person who put his pool in this summer not have a fence?  Bob stated you have to have a CO, if they did not follow the ordinance and get it inspected and get approval on the fence that they are suppose to have then they are in violation.  They may not even have insurance coverage on that without a CO.  Rich stated with regard to the pool issue, if our third party goes to the site to inspect, they will not issue a final inspection on that without a fence for the building code and Rich will not give a final Certificate of Use and Occupancy.  Pools that were built before 2003 you did not need to go by the Uniform Construction Code and you did not need a fence.  
ADJOURNMENT


There being no further business, Sally asked for a motion to adjourn.  Fred made a motion to adjourn at 3:45 p.m., second by Bob.  Carried 3-0.






Respectfully Submitted,






Melody A. Ashmore





Township Secretary
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