Williams Township Board of Supervisors

September 13, 2006

The regular monthly meeting of the Williams Township Board of Supervisors, 655 Cider Press Road, Easton, PA 18042 was held on the above date and called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson Sally Hixson. Sally led the audience in the pledge to the flag. Others present were Supervisor Fred Mebus, Township Solicitor Brian Monahan, Township Engineer David Harte, Township Manager Deborah Patterson, Township Public Works Director Michael Strawn, Zoning Officer Richard Adams and Township Secretary Jennifer Tripp.  Supervisor Robert Doerr arrived late. 
Sally announced executive sessions were held on September 5, 2006 and September 11, 2006. 

Approval of August 9, 2006 and August 21, 2006 Minutes– Sally asked for motion to approve the minutes of August 9, 2006.  Fred made motion, second by Sally, carried 2-0.   Sally asked for motion to approve the minutes of August 21, 2006 with the correction that Robert Sugarman, Esquire be paid at a rate of $150.00 for his involvement in Host Negotiations rather than $120.00.  Fred made motion, second by Sally, carried 2-0. 
Expenses – Debbie read the expenses for the month. Sally asked for motion to approve expenses in the General Fund in the amount of $180,137.31; Subdivision Expenses to Dave Harte in the amount of $13,673.50 and to Brian Monahan in the amount of $261.00  for a total of $13,673.50; Sewage Expenses in the amount of $1,950.00; and Driveway Escrow Releases in the amount of $6,750.00 (Toll Brothers $500.00; Mr. & Mrs. Warren Davis in the amount of $250.00; Mr. & Mrs. Shaun Pfister in the amount of $4,500.00 and Wagner Enterprises in the amount of $1,500.00); Fred made motion, second by Sally, carried 3-0.  
Manager’s Report -  Debbie stated that The Martinson Group has submitted plans for the August Planning Commission meeting for their review and comment. She stated that a meeting was held to discuss a mirror image change to the building due to the amount of trees that were going to be cut.  It will be about 30 to 45 days before there will be any further submission to the Planning Commission. This delay causes the bidding process to be pushed back.  Sally would like to have a workshop with all three supervisors at some point.  She also wants to see what they are planning on putting inside the building. 

Debbie said that she recently spoke with Mark Weidner regarding an Eagle Scout Project.  She stated that Tyler Randolph will be doing a project along Frys Run by building wood boxes for the Habitat for Wildlife.  The application needs to be signed off on who will benefit, and Mr. Weidner asked if the Township would be willing.  Debbie stated that the Township would, but wanted to bring it to the Board’s attention.

We also received a letter from the Great Valley Council of the Girl Scouts.  They would like to do projects around the community.  Debbie stated that she would like to send a response letting them know that we are interested in the Girls Go Green – Adopt a Park Day on March 31, 2007.

Debbie stated that back in July, the Wildlands Conservancy and Thomas Morganelli were notified and requested to submit a proposal for Professional Services for the Heindel Conservation Easement Project.  The Wildlands Conservancy rate is $65.00 per hour, plus expenses, to be completed in less than thirty hours for a total cost of $1,950.00.  Sally asked for motion to appoint Wildlands Conservancy for the Heindel Conservation Easement.  Fred made motion, second by Sally, carried 2-0.  Thomas Morganelli quoted a total cost of $2,800.00.  Sally asked for motion to appoint Thomas Morganelli for the Heindel Survey.  Fred made motion, second by Sally, carried 2-0.  
Debbie stated that on September 1, 2006, our new contract with Capital Blue cross started.  Based on the new contract, the rates for our prescription went up to a $50.00 deductible, plus $150.00 for a family.  The co-payment increased to $15.00 from $10.00.  Sally asked for motion to instruct Debbie to research the situation with Brown and Brown.  Fred made motion, second by Sally, carried 2-0.  

Debbie stated that we received an invitation to the Forks Township Open House for their building dedication on September 16, 2006 at 11:00 A.M. 
Debbie also stated that she received a letter from Maria Bentzoni, Administrator of Northampton County Farmland Preservation requesting support for the recently passed legislation Act 4.  Sally asked for motion stating that we are interested in Act 4 and support a millage freeze under Act 4. Fred made motion, second by Sally, carried 2-0.
Debbie also stated that she talked to Nick Tylenda of Northampton County Emergency Management.  Debbie stated that she has been asked by residents along Canal Road to set up a meeting with PEMA to discuss a Hazard Mitigation Plan.  The meeting has been set for September 28 at 7:00 p.m. tentatively.  That will be a public meeting, so the Supervisors should attend.  In discussing that, Mr. Tylenda wanted to know if we would consider adopting the NIMS program.  Debbie would like Brian to look over it and this will be placed on next month’s agenda. 

Public Works Report –   Mike read his report for August 9, 2006 through September 13, 2006.
Mike asked for approval to rent a paver for a week to do the driveway of the new Public Works Facility and possibly, while we have it, to pave the driveway along the lower garage area at the Municipal Building.  The cost is $900 for a week rental and about $800 for delivery.  Fred said that plus materials the total project would cost about $7,000.   Mike said the closest paver they can rent is in Harrisburg.  Fred said he is agreeable to this.  Fred asked for motion that we rent the paver for $900 plus $800 for delivery and pickup, plus materials as needed with a total cost of about $7,000.  Sally made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.  

Mike also added input on a utility trailer, which cost approximately $10,000.  He just wanted them to know about this as a heads up.   Mike stated that the old utility trailer doesn’t have the proper tie downs.  Fred suggested that Mike price the trailers and they will talk in the next few weeks. 

Mike said that he conducted an Anti-Skid Survey.  He indicated that he contacted PennDot, and they indicated that they use anti-skid all the time on back roads.   The survey is attached hereto and made part hereof.  Debbie stated that no matter where the anti-skid comes from, it has to be approved by PennDot. 

Mike prepared a five-year plan 2007-2012.  Mike said that if the plan is followed, we will be able to do some type of maintenance on every road in the Township.   Tom Houser asked if it is traditional that the repaving be limited to Liquid Fuel Tax Reimbursement that the Township receives from the state. Mike indicated yes.  Mr. Houser asked how long an overlay is good for.  Mike stated an overlay is good for approximately 10 to 15 years and oil and chip is good for approximately seven to 10 years.     
Zoning Office Report – Rich read his report for August 2006. 
Planning Commission Report –    Alan Kirby read the report for August 2006.  
Recreation Board Report – Ray stated that their monthly meeting was not held. 
Land Preservation Board Report – Jerry Steele read the report for August 21, 2006
Jeff McGuire stated that they may be coming to the Township for a resolution to apply for a DCNR grant for the Heindel-Kirby Conservation Easement.  It was indicated that if they need a resolution, they should let the Township know as soon as possible so the matter could be heard at the September 28, 2006 special meeting.  Jeff stated he will let us know if a resolution is needed. 

Engineer Report – 
1. Chrin Landfill Inspections 

Dave stated that the first item was a letter from Shaw Environmental with regard to replacing a flare.  The second item just indicates that Thomas McMonigle, Landfill Engineer, provided the Township with the proper notice for an extension of NPDES Permit No. PAR502202.  The third issue was a letter from DEP to Chrin containing comments that Chrin must respond to.  Dave stated that there was a monthly meeting at the Chrin Landfill with DEP where DEP conducted an inspection and the report was filed with DEP.  Dave stated that Chrin has been working hard on making changes, which has greatly improved the landfill in the recent months.  
2. Hilton Street Sewer Connection –

Dave said he has a plan for approval and will be looking for them to approve the plan and take action on this matter.  Dave suggested that the Board direct Brian to prepare a developer’s agreement.  Dave stated that there is an existing sewer line on this street in front of the Moss Building. Dave stated that he is looking for the Township’s approval to allow the sewer extension be made and have Brian prepare the developer’s agreement.  Fred said that this will discharge into the Chrin line.  Dave said that it discharges into the existing sewer line, but this request extends the sewer line.  Fred also asked if they need Township sewer capacity.  Dave said that the Township granted sewer capacity at least a year ago.   Sally asked for motion approving the extension (approximately 300 feet on Hilton Street) according to Dave Harte’s plan and to authorize Brian to work with Dave on the developer’s agreement. Fred made motion, second by Sally, carried 2-0.

3. Cider Press Road Draw Release – 

Dave stated that this project has been completed by Grace Industries and the total project cost is $87,477.00.  Dave asked the Board for a motion to pay this bill.   

Steve Rouff – 125 Cider Press Road – stated that his driveway intersects at the culvert.  At the previous meeting he expressed his concerns and stated that this continues to be a concern.  The main concern is the traffic and thinks a dangerous situation has been created. Mr. Rouff stated that in the bid packet, there was an addendum that says no tree removal, a tree was removed.   He stated that the baskets seem to be strangely installed.  He indicated that the drawing shows roadwork to be 40 feet long, if you compare it, it is over 100 feet long.  He stated that there was no soil erosion control done during the project. He stated that the bid called for a lot of top soil, none of this was done and that shoulder restoration was supposed to be done, but wasn’t.  Mr. Rouff thinks that these are issues that need to be corrected. He stated that there are right-of-way issues and he also stated that the guardrails are 19 feet apart and that the guardrail is curling into his driveway and stated that this needs to be taken care of.  He recommends not to make final payment to Grace Industries until this issue is resolved.  
Mr. Rouff would like a date when the guardrail issue and right-of-way issue is going to be resolved.  Fred said that some of the land should have probably been condemned and the road widened.  This would have helped to straighten the road out.  Fred said that with regard to the guardrails, this is adequate.  Dave confirmed.  Dave stated that he checked the survey and right-of-way, which was dedicated at the northern end of Mr. Rouff’s property, about 28 to 29 feet from center line and another place was 25 feet from center line.  Dave said that with respect to the width of the road from the concrete end wall that was cracked and falling over on the east side of the road, to the rusted out culvert was a width of about 16 feet.  The drawings that were prepared served the purpose of obtaining the environmental and state rules to allow us to install the box culvert.    

Sally stated that what is in front of the Board is a recommendation to pay Grace Industries and that is really their decision right now.  Sally said that there are two issues that need to be addressed.    Mr. Rouff stated that he wants to meet with someone regarding his issues.  Mr. Rouff also stated that wooden guardrails would help the appearance.  Sally suggested that Dave look into the wooden guardrails and the cost of them.  Sally stated that we will figure out the right-of-way and we will hold off on payment to Grace Industries.  
4. Bougher Hill Road Draw Release –
Sally asked for motion to approve reduction of $27,674.61, leaving a balance of $61,421.14.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0. 
5. Country Classics at Morgan Hill Acceptance –
Dave stated that the roads have been completed, the public roads have been completed and the deeds have been prepared.  Brian said he has a resolution of the roads.  Brian stated that with regard to the dedication of open space, he needs to speak with Attorney Harper.  Fred stated that he has an issue with regard to the drainage at the intersection of Morgan Hill Road and Clubhouse Drive. He stated that this is an issue not part of the subdivision as presented, but was created because of the installation of Clubhouse Drive and the sidewalk.  Fred stated that until this issue is corrected, he will not vote in favor of the acceptance.  Sally stated that there are some issues and would like to take this matter under advisement.  
Krista Harper, attorney for Country Classics, said that with regard to the water runoff, she did talk to Dave about this.  Attorney Harper stated that one of the issues is that the Developer has worked with Harte Engineering and addressed every concern Dave raised and that is how the storm water issue has been resolved.  She said that they have constructed the improvements with accordance with the plans.  

Fred said that by just driving past there, he has not seen any construction.  His concern goes back to February into March.  With regard to the cut that is on the upper side, there is a small quantity of water that runs down hill, crosses Morgan Hill Road.  Fred stated that he doesn’t want to see this as the only icy spot on Morgan Hill Road.  Todd VanCleef, engineer for Country Classics, said that they are willing to look at it. Mr. VanCleef stated that they did the work, and it has been inspected.  Fred said that with any luck, it will rain tomorrow, and we can see what it looks like.  

Sally stated that the Board hasn’t had time to look at the resolutions and wants to see more information on open space.  She stated that the Board wants to discuss everything at once.  Sally wants a little time and wants all open space matters to be settled.   

Mike questioned the golf cart crossings and who is going to be responsible.  Mr. VanCleef said that the Golf Course will maintain the painting. 

Paul Kichline asked about the walls on Congressional Drive.  He wanted to know if they are going to be the Township’s responsibility.  Dave said that is out of the Township’s right-of-way and is not our responsibility.

6. Moyers Lane Discussion – This matter was tabled until the October meeting. 
Old Business
1. Cedar Park Pump Station No. 1 Sewer Service District, Public Sewer Rates Ordinance Amendment.  Ordinance 2006-3 

Brian stated that the Supervisors had some concerns with regard to the rate.  Dave performed a study and the rates have not changed. The Township added to the Ordinance a $15.00 fee for a certification in the event of a transfer.  Sally asked for motion to accept Cedar Park Pump Station No. 1 Sewer Service District, Public Sewer Rates Ordinance Amendment – Ordinance 2006-3.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.  

2. Grading Ordinance Amending Ordinance 2005-2, Which Established Regulations and Standards to Govern and Regulate the Grading of Land – Ordinance No. 2006-4

Brian said that this is an amendment to an ordinance passed about a year ago.  He stated that we believed there were issues that need to be addressed. The 1,000 square foot requirement was eliminated.  The definition of vegetation need to be explained and clarified.  Tom Houser asked Brian that if any grading is done on your land, if you have to follow the ordinance.  Brian indicated that if you build an addition, no matter how small, you need to get a permit.  Rich said this ordinance amendment is to control stormwater.  
Pete Thompson stated that he sees a problem with agricultural exemption.  He said that there are all kinds of things that occur on rural properties. 

Sally asked for motion to enact Ordinance 2006-4, Grading Ordinance Amending Ordinance 2005-2, Which Established Regulations and Standards to Govern and Regulate the Grading of Land.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.
3. Request for Sewage Capacity – Anderson & Anderson/TNT Fireworks – Sewage Facility Planning  Module – Request for 5,040 Gallons Per Day Sewage Capacity.  Dave asked

Brian if everyone signed off on the agreement.  Brian said that this is contingent upon Sewer Authority approval.   He said that there would not be a problem with the capacity that they are requesting.  Sally said she doesn’t want to approve this because we don’t know exactly what the use will be.  Fred doesn’t know how much reserve capacity the Township has to sell.  Dave said we can hold off until the plans arrive.  It was suggested that this matter be placed on the next agenda.
4. Condemnation – Lehigh Valley Builders Group - .    
Valley Builder Group is willing to settle at $282,000.00, which is $80,000.00 over $202,000.00 which we have  already paid. If we don’t go to settlement, a jury trial has been scheduled for the week of September 25, 2006.  Brian stated that a jury would be picked and trial would take approximately two days.  Brian has a fear that the settlement may be more near the $395,000.00 range if we lost.  Brian recommended a settlement offer. Sally indicated we should settle. Fred stated that this will save the cost of further litigation.  Sally asked for motion to approve final settlement of the Valley Builders Group Condemnation proceeding by authorizing the payment of $80,000.00 to Valley Builders Group.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0. 
NEW BUSINESS
1. Moss Real Estate – Industrial Flex Building – Hilton and Holly Streets, Request for 210 Gallons Per Day Sewage Capacity - Dave stated the plan looks pretty clean.  He sees no reason why this should not be approved.  Dave said that this can be done at the meeting where the plan is before the Board of Supervisors for Approval. 
2.  Sky King Fireworks – 150 Cedarville Road – Request for 16,000 per Day Sewage Capacity.  Dave said that the Township does not have a land development plan in front of them.  Dave said that developers are looking to purchase that property.  Dave said he is sure that sewer can be worked out and doesn’t think that much sewer should be allotted without a set plan.    Fred asked Brian if we did grant a large quantity of sewer capacity and they don’t use all of it, what they would do with it.  Brian said that they could resell to the Township.  Sally stated that the Board will approve sewage capacity when the final plan comes before the board.  
3. Act 40 – Realty Transfer Tax Ordinance Advertising Approval - Debbie got a letter from Northampton County regarding Act 40 to amend the ordinance, but we couldn’t find one.  Debbie asked for the Board’s approval to direct Brian to develop an ordinance with regard to the reality transfer tax.  Brian said that this has to be advertised three times.  Sally asked for motion to direct Brian to prepare and advertise the Realty Transfer Tax Ordinance.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.  

4. PA Municipal Retirement Minimum Municipal Obligation Approval – This is regarding the Municipal Pension Plan.  In order to come up with a number, Debbie had to give an estimated payroll for 2006.  She stated that our Minimum Municipal Obligation will be $46,532.00.  Sally asked for motion to approve the Minimum Municipal Obligation for the Year 2007 in the amount of $46,532.00.  Fred made  motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0. 
5. Introduction of Conservation Design Ordinance.  Debbie recommended that the Board have a public hearing on October 30, 2006 for residents to hear and comment the proposed ordinance.  This would then be placed on the agenda at their November 8, 2006 meeting for their consideration.  Sara Pandl has been working with the Zoning Committee for almost a year and indicated that it was the Township’s idea to come up with this proposed ordinance.  The idea is that you plan for Natural Resource protection.   This allows for flexibility and location, and would require open space preservation.  The SALDO will then be implemented.  Ms. Pandl indicated that this ordinance is not to decrease the value of someone’s land.    

 Sally thinks the feeling is that overall, residents want to maintain the ruralness of the Township.  So the first thing was that they had to make the lot size bigger and felt that 2 acres was viable.  Then they started talking about conservation design and decided that it would be a good way to keep the ruralness of the Township, but you have to give the developer some sort of incentive because that is a lot of work.    Bob said you can go by other lots in different developments anywhere in the Lehigh Valley and the placement of those homes are horrible.  Bob said that the object was not to penalize, but to ensure that we get the best plans we can possibly receive. 
A Public Hearing on this proposed Ordinance will be held on October 30, 2006 at 7:00 P.M.  

6. Approval to Apply for Act 902 Grant – Municipal Recycling Programs -   This grant could help the Township secure monies to help pay for a new recycling truck and more containers.  Sally asked for motion to go ahead and apply for the Act 902 Grant.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0. 
SUPERVISORS’ REMARKS 
Sally said that she received an email about Sky King Fireworks.  The email stated that the weeds are high and it doesn’t appear to have been cut.  Sally asked Rich to send them a letter.  
Bob said that he and Terry attended a meeting that was a follow-up meeting the board attended previously.  The meeting is about multi-municipal planning.  He stated that this is something that we are going to keep an eye on to determine if there are benefits to the Township and see where it goes.  This act allows multi-municipalities to join in on a joint comprehensive plan.  Bob said it is a process we are going go continue to track and see where it takes us.  Tom Houser asked what other communities would be involved.  Bob stated that there has been no decision as to who would be included.   

AUDIENCE COMMENTS
1. Pete Andreson – Pete questioned the Country Classic acceptance.  He wanted to know if all the paperwork pertaining to this is one page where someone can come and read what is going on.  Sally stated that in order to take over the roads, Brian prepared five resolutions, with those includes a map.  She said basically, it is just the main roads.  Sally indicated that there are also open space issues that need to be resolved.  
2. Terry Lee- Terry stated that he would like feed back on Calantoni Subdivision.  He stated that one thing the planners felt strongly about is that the property should have access to the Horth property. He stated that the developers did not like that idea.  Terry thinks there should be some access, even if it is only walking access.  Terry asked for feedback from the Board so that we can discuss this with them.  Dave said that the applicant and the engineer met with Sara Pandl and himself.  Dave stated that the meeting did occur and told the engineer that the Conservation Design Ordinance is pending, and may be adopted by Supervisors.  Dave stated that the developer has taken a wait and see approach to that ordinance and apply it to their development, rather than their cookie cutter approach.  They agreed to take a look at it.  Dave is hopeful that the project goes on hold for the short term
Sally asked for motion to adjourn.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.
10:04 P.M.

 




Respectfully submitted,






Jennifer L. Tripp





Township Secretary
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