


           
Williams Township Board of Supervisors

July 14, 2010

The monthly meeting of the Williams Township Board of Supervisors, 655 Cider Press Road, Easton, PA 18042 was held on the above date and called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairperson George Washburn.  George led the audience in the pledge to the flag.  Others present were Vice Chairperson Fred Mebus, Supervisor Sally Hixson, Township Solicitor Jonathan Reiss, Township Engineer Timothy Edinger, Township Manager Deborah Patterson, Public Works Director Michael Strawn and Township Secretary Melody Ashmore. Zoning Officer Richard Adams was absent.
George announced that no executive sessions were held.
George asked Sally and Fred if they had any corrections they would like made to the Minutes of June 9, 2010.  There being none, Sally made the motion to approve the minutes of June 9, 2010, second by Fred.  There being no audience comments, motion carried 3-0.

Debbie presented the Treasurer’s Reports dated May and June 2010 to the Board for approval.  

Debbie read before the Board for approval the following expenses: General Fund Expenses $103,506.05; Sewer Expenses $38,300.60; Sewage Escrow Expenses $1,495.00; Subdivision Escrow Expenses $10,350.50; Veterans Memorial $92.74 and Developers Escrow $526.50.  George asked for a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Reports of May and June 2010, Expense Report and to pay the bills.  Fred made a motion to approve the Treasurers Reports as presented, Expense Report of July 14, 2010 and to pay the bills, second by Sally.  Dan Cwynar asked if the Treasurer’s Reports will be made available on the website.  George stated yes.  There being no further comments, motion carried 3-0.
Managers Report - 

Debbie asked the Board for approval to purchase a recorder, super high resolution fixed lens day/night vandal dome camera, surface mount wall bracket and 12 VDC transformer at a cost of $1,911.00, with an additional camera in the amount of $709.00 from Altronics for the Public Works Building. The camera would be installed by the gas pump area to detect vandalism.  George asked if this was a state bid.  Debbie stated Altronics do all the alarms for the buildings and Sally stated we do not need to bid since this is an addition to our contract.  George asked for a motion.  Fred made the motion to purchase and install the recorder, camera, wall bracket and transformer from Altronics for a total cost of $1,911.00 at the Public Works Building, second by Sally.  Paul Allena asked if there is maintenance on the camera.  Debbie stated yes.  George asked if we have a contract with Altronics.  Debbie stated yes.  George asked Debbie to inquire about additional charges for the cameras.  There being no further comments, motion carried 3-0.

Debbie stated she has been asked to purchase a sand box at a cost of $1,295.00 for the Raubsville Park.  Sally asked if this is part of the grant money.  Debbie stated yes.  George asked for a motion.  Fred made the motion to purchase the sandbox for the Raubsville Park at a cost of $1,295.00, second by Sally.  George stated he would prefer to wait until Ray is in attendance and for a stronger recommendation from the Recreation Board.  Motion was opposed 3-0.

Debbie stated George Ely Associates recommended the purchase of a Eco-Armor 8’ table with perforated steel tops and frame in hunter green at a cost of $849.00 plus shipping  in place of the aluminum table that was approved at last month’s meeting for $1,264.00.  If two or more tables are purchased the shipping is free.  Debbie recommended to purchasing three tables for a cost of $2,547.00.  After a brief discussion about the current tables having structural cracks, fastening the table to prevent them from being stolen and recreation funds available, George asked for a motion.  Fred made a motion that the Board purchase one steel table from George Ely Associates in the amount of $849.00 plus shipping with the understanding of possibly purchasing additional tables at a later time, second by Sally.  A brief discussion was held stating that we will evaluate the tables next year and decide then whether we will replace the others.  There being no comments, motion carried 3-0.

Debbie stated that she received a letter from Jonathan Nicholas from the Easton Emergency Squad advising the Township that the squad responds to an average of 30-35 service calls per week.  There are 7 personnel that respond directly from the Raubsville Station and average 36 hours per week of volunteer basic life support coverage and 280 hours per week staffed at an advanced life support level at the main station.  There are currently a quick response unit and two BLS units at the Raubsville facility.  All donations received by the squad are disbursed throughout the operation budget consisting of payroll, fuel, training and medical supplies.
Debbie stated a letter was received from St. John’s Lutheran Church thanking Public Works for plowing the church parking lot during the winter season.

Debbie stated she has been working with Tom Heimbach on the employee handbook and some changes have been made to which the Supervisors were presented with the draft amended handbook. It was further stated by Debbie to bring it to the Board in August for final approval.  

Debbie stated there are issues at the pump stations and it was asked of Mark Ambrose and Tim Edinger of T & M to put together a proposal.  A proposal was prepared for Professional Engineering Services for Sanitary Collections System, Inflow Study (Phase 1 and Phase 2) tributary to the Cedar Park Pumping Station and for Engineering Services for Improvements to the Cedar Park and Moyer Lane Pumping Stations.  The total cost of the project would be $18,100.00 for engineering fees.  After discussion regarding infiltration as well as manhole inspections, calibration on the meters, gallons calculated on water use and installing a chart recorder, George asked that the matter be tabled until August so the Sewer Committee can make a recommendation to the Board after reviewing same.  It was stated by Debbie that Henry Yeska is scheduled to come out and pump next Tuesday because there is a significant amount of grease at Moyers Lane.  
Public Works Department – Mike read the Public Works report for June 9, 2010 to July 14, 2010.  Mike stated he put together a cost estimate to expand the parking lot at the Raubsville Park to Mill Street, remove and haul away approximately 200 yards of top soil and cover the lot with 270 tons of 3A modified compacted for a total material cost of $2,642.00 and with a total labor cost for employees of $1,520.00.  George asked that the matter be put on the Agenda for August so that we can review the budget for the project.  
Mike advised the Board that the brake mechanism in the Loader failed and is looking for approval from the Board to repair same at an approximate cost of $1,700.00.  George asked for a motion.  Fred made a motion to have the Loader repaired at a cost of approximately $1,700.00, second by Sally.  There being no comments, motion carried 3-0.

Debbie stated that Russell Diehl met with her expressing concerns of the amount of water that runs past his house on Diehl Road.  He asked why the Township has not opened the pipes at the Brandau property.  Discussion took place to have Tim, Jonathan and Mike look at the situation.  George asked for a motion.  Sally made a motion to engage the Township Engineer, Township Solicitor and the Public Works Director to address the water problem on Diehl Road, second by Fred.  There being no comments, motion carried 3-0.
Zoning Hearing Board - Debbie read the report for the month of June, 2010.  

Debbie stated that the Zoning Hearing Board will hold a Special Meeting on Monday, July 19, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. to hear the following:
1.
Haldan P. Ballek, 360 Ballek Road, Riegelsville PA - A substantive and Procedural Challenge to Williams Township Zoning Amendment – Continuance

Debbie further stated that the Zoning Hearing Board will not meet on August 4, 2010 due to a lack of applicants.

Paul Allena commented on the amount of inquires that Rich receives every month.
Planning Commission Report – Terry Lee gave the report for June 16, 2010.  It was stated by Terry that the Planning Commission is recommending the Chrin Sports Complex, Berger Road and Wottrings Mill Road to the Supervisors.  Terry also stated the Planning Commission made a recommendation in favor of the applicant for 1390 Morgan Hill Road who is proposing to use existing structures as a residence and an art studio.  There will not be a July meeting due to the lack of new submissions.
1.
Chrin Sports Complex-Preliminary Final Plan – Resolution 2010-6 – Greg Alco, engineer explained that the site is located at Berger Road at the intersection of Wottrings Mill Road.  The site is 12 acres on the overall property of approximately 48.5 acres with the fields located on the western end and the rest of the property not proposed for development at this time.  The property includes a baseball field and soccer fields and it will not be serviced by sewer or electric.  The site is zoned LDR with the use being a publicly owned recreation facility.  All technical comments of the T & M review letter have been addressed.  He stated that they will be able to accommodate the junior soccer field within the PIAA field with minor modifications.  The site will allow about 87 spaces for parking.  Mr. Alco stated that a fringe of the property is located in Glendon Borough and approval was received on June 3, 2010 from the Borough and July 14, 2010 approval was received from Lehigh Valley Planning for stormwater management.  Jonathan asked Mr. Alco to address the timber guide rail mentioned in the T & M review letter of June 14, 2010 which is now not required.  Mr. Alco stated that they modified the plan to provide adequate clear site distance so that the guide rail would not be needed in order to comply with Penn Dot’s requirement.  Discussions were held with reference to well installation, future concession stands, sinkholes and cost related to sinkhole repairs.  Also discussed was the sequence of ownership of the property.  George asked for a motion.  Sally made a motion to approve Resolution 2010-6 granting conditional preliminary/final land development approval, Chrin Brothers, Inc. Sports Complex, second by Fred.  There being no further comments, motion carried 3-0.
Land Preservation – Jeff Mcguire read the Report of June 21, 2010.  Jeff stated that Maria Bentzoni will now be administering the County Open Space Program.  Stated the next Land Preservation Meeting is on July 19, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. 

1.
Dreisbach/Tisdale Application – Tabled.
Recreation Board – Tina Fiorino and Bobbi Lytle went over the schedule of events for the August 14, 2010 Community Day.  There was a brief discussion regarding the profits from the concession stand for Community Day.  Bobbie went over the finances and asked the Board for approval if they were to go over $2,000.00.  The Board felt there would not be a problem with that.  Sally suggested that for next year a committee be formed for Community Day and also felt that the refreshment stand profits should be a fifty-fifty split between the Athletic Association and the Township to help defray Community Day expenses.  Bobbi stated that Community Day will be advertised and Debbie suggested getting a flyer together so that they can give it to the kids at recreation.  Fred suggested advertising in the Bucks County Herald and The Key as well as checking with Barry Mumaw about signs.

Landfill Advisory Committee – Susan Reed read the report for July 2010.  She stated that they meet on the first Thursday of each month at 8:00 a.m.  For the month of June there were 9 complaints, 3 investigated and 2 confirmed.
Engineers Report – 
Tim stated that the Township was not successful in obtaining the Grant from DRJTB.
1.
Casino Application Resolution of Support - Tim stated that the Northampton County Gaming Revenue and Economic Redevelopment Authority have a grant application for funding and suggested applying for said grant using the Belmont Street Project.  The application can be prepared by Tim’s office or the Municipal staff.  Tim asked for the Board’s approval to authorize the Manager and T & M verbally.  George asked for a motion.  Fred made a motion to adopt 2010-8 supporting the application for the Belmont Street Project to the Northampton County Gaming Revenue and Economic Redevelopment Authority, second by Sally.  Susan Reed asked if there are businesses in that area and Valerie Ferguson asked if there is a fee for the application.  Tim stated there are businesses and the cost would be $500 or less to prepare the grant application.  Fred made a motion to have T & M prepare the grant application for Northampton County Gaming Revenue and Economic Redevelopment Authority, second by Sally.  There being no comments, motion carried 3-0.

George asked if Woodside Development is on schedule.  Jonathan stated to refer to Tim’s letter.

Solicitor Report - None
Old Business – 
1.
Chrin Brothers, Inc. – Land Development Plan – Resolution 2003-15 Extension – George stated we have a request from Chrin to extend Resolution 2003-15.  George asked for a motion. Sally made a motion to extend Resolution 2003-15 to July 1, 2013, second by Fred.  There being no comments, motion carried 3-0. 
New Business
1.
Landfill Advisory Appointment - George stated there were two applicants, both very qualified.  Sally stated Richard Ellis lives in the Township and was impressed by his Emergency Services and Louise Sipos lives in Country Classic.  Sally’s feeling is to have another member on the Committee that lives in close proximity to the landfill. Fred stated that he would agree that both candidates would do a service to the Township and feels that Richard’s emergency services background would be an asset.  George stated he feels close proximity is important.  George asked for a motion.  Sally made a motion to appoint Louise Sipos to the Landfill Advisory Committee, second by George.  There being no comments, motion carried 3-0.  Jonathan stated it is subject to Chrin’s approval.
2. Sewer Ordinance – 2010-1 – George stated that the Board needs to authorize advertising of the Public Sewer Rates Ordinance.  He stated that it reflects what the committee gave the Board last month with regard to rates.  George asked for a motion to authorize Jonathan to advertise Ordinance 2010-1.  Sally made the motion, second by Fred.   Dan Cwynar asked if the committee will have a chance to comment on the Ordinance.  Debbie stated that she will forward the document to the committee.  Sally asked that the committee review the Ordinance and get changes to Jonathan by Monday.  After a brief discussion concerning diversion meters and rates, Jonathan stated that he will add the diversion meter provision to the Ordinance.  There being no further comments, motion carried 3-0.   

3.  Resolution Opposing Legislation to Eliminate Townships – Resolution 2010-7 - George stated the Resolution would be to not eliminate Township Government.  George asked for a motion.  Fred made the motion to approve Resolution 2010-7 Opposing Legislation to Eliminate Townships, second by Sally.  Paul Allena asked if the Resolution will get copied to other Municipalities.  Debbie replied it will get sent to the State.  Tom Houser asked what they propose to do.  Sally stated that the County would run the entire County and Fred stated that the State would like to mandate this.  There being no further comments, motion carried 3-0.
4.  Budget Committee – George stated that Ray Abert, Dan Cwynar, Paul Allena, Michael Maddes and Jim Diedzic expressed interest in serving on the Budget Committee.  George asked for a motion.  Sally made a motion to appoint the gentlemen stated to the Budget Advisory Committee, second by Fred.  Jonathan asked the Board if they have a format for the committee and suggested adopting a Resolution for parameters, scope of work and officers appointed or elected.  Kevin Troisi asked if the meetings will be open to the public.  It was stated yes.  There being no further comments, motion carried 3-0.

Supervisors Remarks – Sally commented that it was a good meeting.
Audience Comments  

Paul Allena – Thanked the Supervisors for appointing him to the budget committee.

Valerie Ferguson – Asked if George had an update regarding the trees on Morgan Hill Road.
Susan Reed – Stated that the landfill advisory appointment is subject to Chrin approval.
George asked for a motion to adjourn.  Fred made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:24 p.m., second by Sally.  Motion carried 3-0.







Respectfully submitted,







MELODY A. ASHMORE, SECRETARY
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