Williams Township Board of Supervisors

April 12, 2006

The regular monthly meeting of the Williams Township Board of Supervisors, 655 Cider Press Road, Easton, PA 18042 was held on the above date and called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson Sally Hixson. Sally led the audience in the pledge to the flag. Others present were Supervisors Robert Doerr and Fred Mebus, Township Solicitor Brian Monahan, Township Engineer David Harte, Township Manager Deborah Patterson, Public Works Director Michael Strawn, Zoning Officer Richard Adams and Township Secretary Jennifer Freidl.  

A Public Hearing was held with regard to the proposed Zoning Ordinance Change.  Please refer to separate minutes entitled Public Hearing.  


A presentation was made by Gary Pulcini, Financial Consultant to Williams Township,         with regard to the recommendation of Bond Counsel for the proposed Public Works Facility.  Sally asked for motion to approve King, Spry, Herman, Freund and Faul as Bond Counsel for the proposed Public Works Facility. Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.

Sally announced that an Executive Session was held on April 5, 2006 


Sally asked for motion to approve the March 8, 2006 minutes as presented.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.  Sally also asked for motion to approve the March 17, 2006 minutes as presented.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.


Sally asked for motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report for the months of February and March as presented.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.

Debbie presented the expenses for the month.  Sally asked for motion to approve expenses in the General Fund in the amount of $155,251.16; Subdivision Expenses to Dave Harte in the amount of $8,859.50 and to Brian Monahan in the amount of $1,444.50; Sewage Escrows in the amount of $2,050.00; and Driveway Escrow Releases in the amount of $3,000.00 (Toll Brothers $2,500.00 and Gartner Building Group $500.00).  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.
MANAGER’S REPORT
Updates


Debbie indicated that a meeting was held on Thursday, April 6, 2006 at the offices of DEP in Bethlehem to discuss the issues related to the proposed streambed stabilization by Rosemary Andalora. Attending that meeting was Rosemary Andalora, Attorney John Molnar, Richard Adams, David Harte, Mike Conway of DEP, Kerry Wilson of PA DCED, Bill Bowers of USDA-NRCS and Lance Simmens of the Governors’ Office. Debbie stated that the discussion has resulted in the following: Ms. Andalora has two options to move forward, (a) produce either a site plan signed and sealed by a registered engineer or (b) an affidavit signed by the adjacent property owners that shall be notarized stating that she is able to build the proposed wall within Frys Run and the Township will be held harmless. Debbie said that the stability of the wall will need a registered engineer certifying the construction and a sealed cross section of that wall to be constructed. Also, a final sealed plan confirming that the wall has been built to design requirements.  

Correspondence 

Debbie read a letter from Alan Kirby with regard to the recent brush fire on Hexenkopf Road. Mr. Kirby commended the quick response and brave actions taken by the volunteers of the Williams Township Fire Department and the Williams Township Emergency Squad, and the six other fire companies that responded. Sally asked for motion to have Debbie send a letter thanking all the participating emergency services that attended to this fire.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried  3-0.

Debbie said that she had received communication from PennDot inviting volunteer groups to register online for “Great PA Cleanup”. There will be free supplies and sweepstakes awarded. She said that the April 22nd event will be held in conjunction with Earth Day. This Statewide campaign is a massive effort to remove litter from the State’s roadways, parks and river banks and open spaces.  Debbie said that if anyone is interested in joining this much needed campaign,  they may register online at www.greatpacleanup.org.

Public Works

Debbie recommended that the Board of Supervisors approve the hiring of the same young men to work with the Public Works Department this summer. She said they are Deyna Ackerman, James Kluge, and Brad Nicholas. She also recommended that their wages be raised to $10.50 per hour.  Sally asked for motion to approve Deyna Ackerman, James Kluge and Brad Nicholas as summer help and also raising their wages to $10.50 per hour.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.

Administration


Debbie stated that during the week of March 13th, Ryan Kurpat, did some community service work toward his Criminal Justice degree that was required for graduation. She said that Mr. Kurpat completed fourteen (14) hours of typing recent Township Ordinances onto the computer. 


Debbie stated that she received a Letter of Resignation from Sally Hixson.  Sally stated that she can serve on both the Board of Supervisors and the Planning Commission.  She stated that she hated to give up the seat.  She stated that she felt uncomfortable holding both seats.  Bob made motion to accept the resignation of Sally Hixson as a member of the Planning Commission, second by Fred, carried 2-0.  Sally abstained in the vote.

Other business:

Debbie asked for the Board’s approval to start the process for an Intermunicipal Comprehensive Plan and invite Glendon, West Easton, Wilson Borough and Wilson Area School District to participate. She stated that she has been approached by the City of Easton to participate. Sally said she is agreeable with Glendon, Wilson, Wilson Area School District, and West Easton, however, she would not like to include Easton.  Both Bob and Fred stated that they do want the City of Easton included.  Sally asked for motion to start the process for the Intermunicipal Comprehensive Plan.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried  3-0.


Debbie stated that we are still investigating the issues that Mr. Foglia brought to our attention at the March meeting regarding anti-skid on Township roads. She stated that we will, over the next few months, get samples of anti-skid from different municipalities and also the ratio of use with salt and anti-skid. Debbie said that when we have all this information it will be presented to the Board for their review. Debbie did mention that she received a copy from Eastern Industries of the certification from PennDot which was found to be in compliance with PennDot Publication 408.  Sally stated that there is a safety issue concerning anti-skid.  Debbie stated that she will be contacting different municipalities to get samples of their anti-skid material.  Mike wanted the Board to keep in mind that it is hard for us to compare our Township to Forks and Palmer.  

Debbie stated that on Sunday, May 28, 2006 at 2:00 P.M., there will be a Memorial Service at the Cemetery by St. John’s Lutheran Church and then a processional down to the newly constructed War Memorial for dedication. She said we have received approval from Wilson Area School District for the use of school buses for transportation of individuals who will be unable to walk. She said we will be using the field for parking and bus people up to the cemetery and then back to the Municipal Park where their cars will be parked.  Debbie said that this effort is being planned by the persons who have participated in the erection of the War Memorial as well as other interested Township residents.   Debbie stated that more information will be on the Township website as well as in the newsletter. 

Debbie stated that the County of Northampton, Assessment Division, had an error in an assessment for Alan & Susan Sochats. Debbie stated that the County and School District has already refunded the differences. The total due is $87.60.  Sally asked for motion to refund to Alan & Susan Sochats in the amount of $87.60 due to an error at the Northampton County Assessment Office.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.
Debbie stated that there will be a workshop next on April 20, 2006 at 4:00 P.M., to discuss the Public Works Facility.  Debbie stated that this Workshop Meeting will be advertised.

Announcements


Debbie stated that there will be a Northampton County Open Space Advisory Board meeting on April 13th at 4:00pm at Northampton County Community College, Alumni Hall, Room 130, A & B.  She stated that the agenda includes an update on the Heindel and Seifert-Ray application which was presented to County Council.  She said that Koch Conservation Easement will be discussed under New Business. 

Public Works Report –   Mike Strawn read his report for March 8, 2006 through April 12, 2006.
Request for Approval of Driveway Installation for Public Works Facility

Mike asked for approval to go ahead with the installation of the driveway to at least get the entrance way in to the actual field.  Mike said he would have to coordinate it with the Fire Company.  Brian cautioned the Supervisors that, until the appeal period runs out, that the Board does not encroach upon the property in any way. Brian said just go to the boundary line.  Sally asked for motion to have our Public Works Department install the driveway as long as they watch the property boundaries.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried  3-0. 

Mike also said that in Raubsville, a parking lot has been installed at the Penn Foam property and should be opened for usage on Friday, April 14, 2006.  
Zoning Office Report –  Rich Adams read his report for March 2006
Planning Commission Report – Terry Lee read the report for March 2006. 
1. Marta B. Kolman – 2 Lot Minor Subdivision 

Sally said that this was before us last month and that we spent about an hour listening to audience comments and the presentation.  Sally said there are new people present who would like to speak.  This is a 4 ½ acre 2 lot minor subdivision and the plan meets all of the Township Ordinances.  Sally said she thinks that part of the dilemma is that the Planning Commission approved the plan, but the supervisors did not approve the waiver dealing with water runoff.  Sally said that we know that there are issues with people finding out about planning matters.  Thomas Houser, Esquire, was present on behalf of the Applicant.  
1. James Dugan – 140 Coffeetown Road – Mr. Dugan stated that the main issue was that his property was lower than the property in question and is afraid of water damage that may occur.  Attorney Houser indicated that the water damage is only a guess that water will come into the basement. 
2. Clarence Hoover, Jr. – Mr. Hoover suggested that there be 100 foot boundary line, which means no trees can be cut 100 feet from his property.  He stated that this would be a compromise that would increase the value of their home.  Mr. Johnson indicated that he agreed to the 100 foot boundary line offer.  Mr. Hoover would like to put it into the deed.  Mr. Johnson stated he would be agreeable.  Attorney Houser asked if this was going to be a condition of the approval.  
Brian said that he sees nothing wrong with a confirmative covenant on the plan or something in the deed.   Maybe that is something that can be worked out with the Township, Mr. Hoover and the Applicants.  

Fred commented that the contour lines are really close together and is a steep portion of the plan.  

3. Rebecca Stonebeck - 140 Coffeetown Road – Ms. Stonebeck said this plan poses a major safety concern.  The curvature is terrible.  There has already been a death on that road, and will pose safety hazards.  She stated that there will also be an ice problem.  She stated that there won’t only be damage to her property, but to the safety of the Township as well.  Sally said that this is a site distance issue and that Dave said that the site distance is adequate.  


Bob stated that we are trying to devise some system to send out notifications of planning issues.  

4. Cliff Soliwoda – 10 Bougher Hill – Mr. Soliwoda explained that he never received a letter about the proposed plan.  Sally explained that with regard to Zoning, by law notices are sent out if you are the adjacent property owner.  She stated that with regard to Planning Commission matters, letters are not sent out and we are in the process of trying to figure out a way to notify people.  Mr. Soliwoda also commented on the proposed driveway.  He sated that if that driveway gets constructed, there will be major problems.  
5. Rosemary Andalora – She stated that all the water runoff comes to her.

6. Chris Boas – Said he is concerned with the stormwater runoff issues.  He stated that he understands the Applicants have a legitimate reason to be doing what they are doing.  Chris’ question is where do they go and how do they sue.  There will be stormwater problem.  

Ms. Andalora asked about how large the drainage ditch was.  Dave said that the drainage was of great concern.  Dave asked the Applicant to prepare some drainage studies and that greater majority of the driveway is directed into a stormwater facility that is on the property.  That will absorb the water.  Any portion below the ditch will end up on the side of the road.   

Dave said that the existing culvert is located to the east of the proposed driveway.  Dave indicated that there really isn’t any drainage or roadside swale.  Both Dave and Mike feel that there is the need for some roadside drainage improvements and that we would ask the Applicant to pay the Township $1,500.00 fee so they can maintain the swale.  
Sally asked for comments from the Supervisors.  Bob asked if the Applicants have agreed to make the necessary improvements of stormwater, which was the fourth waiver which the Planning Commission didn’t make a decision on.  Sally stated she is not prone to vote for it.  She said we have to look out for the welfare of the citizens.  She says she sees another Golf Course scenario with this plan.    Sally stated she honestly has a problem with this one.  
Fred asked if there is a covenant on the plan so that the land owner has to maintain it.  Brian told Fred to talk to Dave, but generally that is the case.  Once it is built, the plan has to be maintained to all speculations.    

Brian stated that if the Supervisors are inclined to pass this and the Applicants are willing to agree, a restrictive covenant will be placed on the plan prohibiting clear cutting and timber harvesting in the area of 100 feet from the Southern border.  
Fred asked if there are any legal reasons to deny a plan.  Brian said no, and that all approvals have been granted.  
Sally asked for motion to approve the final Marta Kolman two lot minor subdivision plan, 145 Coffeetown Road – Resolution 2006-15 – Resolution Approving Final Minor Subdivision Plan.  Fred made motion for approval with the condition that the drainage requirements be settled .  Fred made motion, second by Bob.  Sally opposed.  Motion carried 2-1. 
2. The Lands of Haldan Ballek – Minor Subdivision

The only suggestion is to bring the building lot up to standards.  The easement for the property has been dedicated.  This matter has been approved by the Planning Commission.  Brian stated that since there is an existing home, recreation fees do not apply.  Sally asked for motion to approve Resolution 2006-16.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0. 

Recreation Board Report –  Ray read the report for April 206
Ray asked for the Board’s approval to put up a scoreboard, which would be attached to the refreshment stand.  This scoreboard would be sponsored by Coca-Cola at no cost to the Township. Ray said the only thing that the Township would have to pay for is the electric running to the scoreboard.  Sally suggested that he provide more information.  

Ray also stated that the Northampton Community College Softball Team held a clinic for the girls.  Ray stated that it went well. 

1. Rubber Mulch Bid

Debbie read the results of the Rubber Mulch Bid.  She said that Close the Loop was the lowest bidder, but the bid did not include installation.  Debbie stated that if the Board would approve this bid,  delivery would cost $500 per truckload.  She also indicated that if Public Works picked up the mulch, they would have to drive to Lakewood, New Jersey.  Sally asked if other playgrounds or schools have rubber mulch and if it is color mulch, how hot it gets.  Debbie said that she doesn’t know who else has rubber mulch.  

Sally said she has concerns about the cost.  She stated that she knows people are not happy with the black mulch, but stated we don’t have any information on the color.  Bob agreed and thinks the money could probably be better spent. Ray thought this was too much money.  Debbie asked if we could direct Ray, to research other places that have this mulch and table it for the May meeting.  


Alan Kirby asked if this is ground up rubber tires and if the metal is removed.  Mike stated that 99% of the metal is removed from the rubber tires.  
Linda Heindel suggested the Board think about what is healthiest for the earth.  
Sally asked for motion to deny the rubber mulch bid.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0. 
LAND PRESERVATION BOARD REPORT – Jeff McGuire read to the report for March 2006.
 Jeff said there have been three new applications for land preservation, they are:


Zolocolo Property – 25 acres between Morgan Hill Road and Browns Drive.


Smejekal Property – 31 Acres also between Morgan Hill Road and Browns Drive

Kirby-Heindel – 13 Acres on Hexenkopf Rock adjacent to some other land that is being considered.  

Jeff stated that Greg Snyder would appraise all three properties for $4,000.00 total.  He said that normally each property would be charged at $2,000 each.   Jeff asked for the Board’s approval to allow Greg Snyder to appraise the Zolocolo Property, Smejekal Property and Kirby-Heindel Property.  

Sally asked for motion for Greg Snyden to appraise the Zolocolo Property, the Smejekal Property and the Kirby-Heindel Property for a combined total of $4,000.00.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0. 

Heritage Conservancy, out of Doylestown, is a long term-conservancy and is very well respected.  Jeffery Marshal of the Heritage Conservancy gave a brief presentation to the Board.  We will be utilizing Heritage Conservancy for Professional Planning Services.  Sally asked for motion to approve the agreement with Heritage Conservancy for Professional Planning Services.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0. 

ENGINEER REPORT 
1. Cedar Park Update – Dave stated that work was being done on the site with a total cost improvement of $4,516,637.78.   Work has been completed, therefore $525,287.89 should be deducted from the total improvement costs.  Therefore, the Bond/LOC amount required is now $3,991,349.89.  Sally asked for a motion to approve the prebond release in the amount of $525,287.89.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.  
2. Sky King – Morgan Hill – The plan which was approved subject to PennDot approval.    The permit has not been issued, but PennDot has done preliminary review, PennDot has offered some preliminary comments and asked the developer to relocate the driveway.  Bernie Telatovich, Engineer for Sky King,  said that the issue falls on the PennDot permit.  When this was the Easton Honda Site, the driveway was determined to be in a different location.  When Sky King came in, a determination was made to put the driveway as far from the interchange as possible.  Mr. Telatovich said he spoke with Dave and Dave suggested he present to us what is going on.  This would require widening of the on the East Side of Morgan Hill. .  

Fred indicated that part of the recent driveway is lined up with a potential proposed driveway across the street.  

Debbie asked if there is a temporary access permit from PennDot.  Mr. Telatovich indicated that it is in Brian Boyer’s hand and that the stone is compliant.  
Sally asked for motion to approve the revised driveway location and modify the parking area.  Fred made motion, second by  Bob, carried  3-0.

3. Richard Lutz – Dave stated that he met with the people at the Golf Course and indicated that there were some revised drainage calculations and that he was waiting to hear back to see what kind of changes need to be made.  Pete Andreson wanted to know what the logic is that nobody every comes up with a resolution. Sally indicated that extensive engineer work has been performed.  Dave said that the original plans were reviewed and approved by the previous Township Engineer.  Dave said that during construction, detention basins were in  as sedimentation basins to meet county and state regulations.  They were designed properly, according to the Act 167 Ordinance.  Dave stated that he was waiting to hear back from the Golf Course. 

4. Approval of the Moss Tract Planning Module – Resolution 2006-17 

This matter has been approved by the Planning Commission and Lehigh Valley Planning Commission.  It was stated that this resolution goes into a pack of information. 

 Josh Weinstein asked if this is where Stanton and Phantom are going.  He also stated that Phantom Fireworks will turn into a warehouse when the new store opens and that he wants to know if the Township is aware of it.  Dave said this was not a part of the land development application and Dave doesn’t know why it would be.  Rich said they can use it for storage.  
Sally asked for approval of the Moss Tract Planning Module, Resolution 2006-17.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0. 

5. Cider Press Road Culvert Bid

Debbie asked for the approval of the Board to put a bid for the Cider Press Road Culvert.  Sally asked for motion to put out a bid for the Cider Press Road Culvert.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0. 
OLD BUSINESS 
1. 
2006 Paving Project  - This bid was for the paving of Deemer Road, Flager Street, Flafair Drive and Ballek Roads.  Hanson Aggregates came in with a total bid for all of the roads in the amount of $105,735.75; Lehigh Valley Site Contractors in the amount of $113,988.00; and Grace Industries in the amount of $114,309.50.  Debbie asked the Board to award the bid to Hanson Aggregates.  Sally asked for motion to approve Hanson Aggregates in the amount of $105,735.75.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0. 
2. 2006 Materials Bid –Debbie read the results, which are as follows:

Eastern Industries won the following: #57; ¼” Anti-Skid; #3 Stone; 3A Modified; 2A Modified.

Highway Materials, Inc., won the following:  PSP Cold Patch

A.B.E. Materials won the following:  #8 Unwashed Stone; #1; 2A, 2RC 9.5mm 0.< 3 million esals –wearing; 19.0mm 0.< .3 million easels – binder; and 25.0mm 0. < .3 million esals- base; R-3; R-4; R-5

Sally asked for motion to accept all low bids.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0. 

3. Condemnation of Valley Builders – The Township condemned 11 acres for its new Public Works facility on September 22, 2004.  The Board of View made a decision.  Our Appraiser said the land is worth $202,000.00. The Board of View awarded Valley Builders $224,383.20.  Brian said there is 30 days to appeal.   

NEW BUSINESS 
1. Ortelli Self-Storage – Request for 60 Day Extension of Resolution 1005-26.  Sally asked for motion to approve the 60 day extension request of Ortelli Self-Storage.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0. 

2. SPCA Execution Agreement -  The Supervisors have come to an agreement.  This agreement will allow the SPCA to enforce state law here in the Township as if they were a police officer. Debbie said we received our first invoice for $680 for 17 animals dropped off between January 5 and March 27.  Sally asked for motion to execute the Agreement.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0. 
3. Appointment of Replacement for Sally Hixson on the Williams Township Planning Commission – There were ten applicants interested as a replacement.  Terry Lee, Bob and Debbie interviewed four people.  Bob said we are very fortunate to have numerous well qualified people.  Bob said that Peter Thompson was the best choice.    Bob asked for motion to approve Peter Thompson to the unexpired term on the Planning Commission which expires December 31, 2009.  Sally made motion, second by Fred, carried  3-0.

SUPERVISORS’ REMARKS

1.
Fred stated that we increased the minimum lot size this evening, and if it had been in place earlier, the subdivision on Coffeetown Road would have never passed.  Bob agreed.

AUDIENCE COMMENTS
1.  Nat Amato – 100 Skyline Drive – Rich Smith and himself have some concerns about the progress that is being made in obtaining sewer and driveway permits so they can get their project moving.  Nat stated they were under the impression that they have purchased the sewer capacity.  He said they have sewer but cannot use it and wanted an explanation of why they were in that position.  Dave said that the land development process requires a planning module.   Dave said that with regard to any component of sanitary sewer, there are two things that must be tested.  First, Dave said that  treatment of the sewage at the sewage plant, which Williams Township had an agreement with at the sewer plant.  The second component is dealing with where the property is located and how the sewage gets to the treatment facility.   Dave said that certainly those options are available and that is a necessary component of the project and planning module being approved by the State.  Those options are no different than any other developer dealing with sewer.  

Brian said that the sewer issues are small on Easton’s mind and that Easton never offered anything beneficial to the Township.  Brian stated that he doesn’t see a resolution in the near future with the City. 
2. Helen Wilkenson – Inquired about the status of the Township 537 Plan
3. Pete Andreson – 875 S. Delaware Drive - Inquired about the pumping stations and the sewer billing. 

4. Helen Wilkenson – 2925 Morgan Hill Road - Stated that Verizon is moving the pole.  Ms. Wilkenson also commented on the sewage capacity issues.    
5. John Cusick – 110 Ridge Road - Mr. Cusick question about how the Valley Builder settlement would affect the Public Works building.  Brian indicated it is a win/win situation and the Township would have to pay the difference.  
6. Rosemary Andalora – Stated that Debbie’s Manager’s Report with regard to her situation is not accurate.  (Please see minutes under “Manager’s Report”). 
Sally asked for motion to adjourn.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0. 
11:45 PM

 




Respectfully submitted,






Jennifer L. Freidl





Township Secretary
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