Williams Township Board of Supervisors

February 8, 2006

The regular monthly meeting of the Williams Township Board of Supervisors, 655 Cider Press Road, Easton, PA 18042 was held on the above date and called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson Sally Hixson. Sally led the audience in the pledge to the flag. Others present were Supervisors Robert Doerr and Fred Mebus, Township Solicitor Brian Monahan, Township Engineer David Harte, Township Manager Deborah Patterson, Public Works Director Michael Strawn, Zoning Officer Richard Adams and Township Secretary Jennifer Freidl.  

Sally asked for approval of the previous meeting minutes of January 11, 2006.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.

Sally asked for approval of the Treasurer’s report for the months of December 2005 and January 2006. Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.


Debbie presented the expenses for the month.  Sally asked for motion to approve expenses in the General Fund in the amount of $198,204.94; Subdivision Expenses to Dave Harte in the amount of $9,413.25 and to Brian Monahan in the amount of $515.00; Sewage Escrows in the amount of $1,750.00; and Driveway Escrow Releases in the amount of $1,000.00.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.
Manager's Report

UPDATES


Debbie stated Brian Monahan sent a letter to Attorney John Molnar regarding his client, Rosemary Andalora, and the issues related to the streambed restoration along Frys Run. Suggestions were made with the hope of a resolution to her issues. As of this date we have not had a return response. 


Dave Reinhart, from Harte Engineering, and Debbie met with Verizon and Mr. Crivellaro regarding the pole in question in front of the Crivellaro Cheese Mfg. Co. Verizon was very clear that they will not move the pole. If and when the pole does get moved, the cost is more than $6,000.00. It has been past practice that the developer has the pole moved and not the Township. Mr. Crivellaro has been notified that according to the recorded subdivision plan, the pole within the Hilton Street right-of-way must be removed. He is to notify the Township when this will be accomplished.


On Friday, February 3, 2006, Williams Township sponsored the NIMS (National Incident Management System) class for Township personnel and surrounding municipalities. Personnel from Glendon, West Easton, Wilson Borough and Lower Nazareth Township attended, which totaled 41 participants for the class.  


The Township Newsletter was mailed on Monday, February 6, 2006, to all Township residents. This edition has a lot of information relating to upcoming functions that will be occurring in the Township over the next few months. Make sure to keep up on the news. Also, any other updates will be on the Township Web site. Our next newsletter is expected to be  distributed in June.
CORRESPONDENCE


On January 27th Dave Harte and Debbie received an e-mail from Jeff McGuire of the Land Preservation Board requesting Dave provide a Phase I Environmental Assessment report or letter to be submitted with a conservation easement for the James Koch property. Dave spoke with Jeff to determine exactly what the application called for and suggested to Debbie that we hire an outside consultant to provide that assessment report. He suggested that Del Val Soil & Environmental Consultants, Inc., provide the Township with a quote to provide that service. The estimated cost to provide the service is between $2,200 and $2,400 with a $500.00 retainer. This needs the Board of Supervisors approval to proceed.  Jeff indicated that we only need a letter from Dave and a Resolution.  Please see additional information under the Land Preservation Board heading. 

Debbie indicated that we received an invitation to the Bethlehem Township Community Center Grand Opening scheduled for Saturday, February 11, 2006 at 12pm. Debbie suggested that the Supervisors attend. Debbie also indicated that she and her husband attended the Palmer Township - Chrin Community Building Opening on January 28th. Debbie stated that the Opening was well presented and that they had about 1,000 people in attendance. 

Debbie stated that she received an email from a Mr. Peter Brohl, 230 Pine Valley Terrace, requesting the Board to once again reduce his sewer bill for this last quarter.  The total of his bill was $1,207.00. Debbie said that the last billing for the single family homes on Pine Valley Terrace ranged from $278.20 to $2,583.00 for the period of August 1, 2005 to November 1, 2005.  Debbie stated that this sewer billing has been a constant issue and that we are working daily in order to aid the residents. Glendell Roberts of 140 Pine Valley Terrace asked for relief of his sewer bill which was close to $1,500.00.  Sally and Bob both indicated that they have been discussing the matter for some time.  Dave Harte asked for approval of the Board to recalculate the water consumption and then recalculate the bills, which would be an immediate solution.  Sally asked for motion to have Dave Harte recalculate the sewer bills for August through October.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.   As for a long-term solution, Dave indicated that we are currently working on new sewer district maps and will be recalculating the sewer rates. 
OTHER BUSINESS


The Recreation Board as asked to put the rubber mulch out to bid for 2006. Debbie recommended that the Supervisors approve putting out to bid 7000-8000 SF at 6” depth (which equals approximately 46 tons) of Colored Rubber Mulch Chunks (Brown). An estimated cost is $26,000.00. Sally asked for motion to approve the putting out of a bid for 7,000-8,000 square feet at six inch depth of black and/or brown colored rubber mulch chunks.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.  

Debbie said that she received quotes to purchase additional pumps for the pump stations, which are located at Cedar Park on Cedarville Road and Moyer’s Lane.  The additional pumps will act as a backup to the pumps we currently have.  Debbie said that she received quotes from American Pump Systems Inc. in the amount of $9,393.04; Roche Supply Inc. in the amount of $11,011.00; Reading Foundry in the amount of $11,940.00 and Albany Pump Co., in the amount of $13,000.00.  Sally asked for motion to approve the purchase of backup pumps for the pump stations from American Pump Systems in the amount of $9,393.04.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.

Debbie also indicated that she has received the Salt Contract Participation Agreement which estimates the amount of salt the Township will need to purchase over the next year. Debbie asked for the Board’s approval to show that we have a stockpile capacity of 1,000 tons and that we require 1,750 tons of salt. She stated that we are required to purchase 60% of our tonnage requirement for the awarded vendor. Mike and Debbie both agree that this information is correct.  Sally asked for motion to approve the Salt Contract Participation Agreement.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.

Debbie also received a quote for a 2006 Ford Explorer XLT 4x4 with a rear seat, in the amount of $24,248.60 from Manderbach Ford, and a quote from Whiteside Fleet Sales for a 2006 Chevrolet Trailblazer 4x4 in the amount of $21,034.65. There is an option for Rear Auxiliary Climate Control at a cost of $553.00 with the Ford Explorer. The Trailblazer seats five. Both quotes are on the PACC State Contract, which means that no bids would be necessary, and we would issue a purchase order.  This would replace the current 1996 Ford Contour. Although we do not plan on getting rid of the Ford Contour, Debbie recommended  that the car be used by Mike for his use in doing Township business or when attending seminars. Debbie said that the Township has been trying to purchase a new vehicle for the past four years and it was her recommendation that the Board approve the purchase of the 2006 Chevrolet Trialblazer at a cost of $21,034.65. Debbie said that we budgeted $30,000.00 for the purchase of a new vehicle in 2006.  Sally asked for motion to approve the purchase of a 2006 Chevrolet Trail Blazer at a cost of $21,034.65 from Whiteside Fleet Sales.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.


Ward Trucking – Williams Township would like to congratulate Glendon on their success in attracting a significant development to their industrial park. Debbie stated that unfortunately, this development is going to impact Williams Township negatively due to the fact of heavy truck use on Williams Township Roads. Debbie said the Glendon Borough Order with regard to the conditional approval states, “All trucks must enter the facility from Hilton Street West. Trucks heading to the terminal from Interstate I-78 must proceed down Morgan Hill Road, turn left onto Belmont Street, break left on Industrial Drive head right on Hilton Street and enter the terminal from Hilton Street West”. Debbie said that this directs all traffic to utilize basically all Township roads without consideration of the negative impact on our community.  She said that in the past, we have assisted the borough by maintaining some of their roads during snow events. She said that we, as a good neighbor, would like to continue this relationship. She said that during the Conditional Use Hearing, none of the Williams Township recommendations were implemented, which is disappointing. Debbie indicated that we are very disappointed in the lack of cooperation between our municipalities, but she hopes that in the future we can work together for the benefit of both communities. 

Debbie stated that it has been brought to her attention that we did not appoint an alternate SEO (Sewage Enforcement Officer) for Williams Township at the Re-Organization meeting. Debbie asked for the Board’s approval to appoint Benjamin Serrecchia, of Harte Engineering, as an alternate Sewage Enforcement Officer for Williams Township for the year 2006.  Sally asked for motion to appoint Benjamin Serrecchia of Harte Engineering as alternate Sewage Enforcement Officer.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.
Public Works Report –   Mike Strawn read his report for January 11, 2006 to February 8, 2006.
Mike asked for the Board’s approval to purchase a John Deere tractor to mow along the side of the roads.  Mike received quotes from Plasterter Equipment, Inc., in the amount of $98,380.00; Stephenson Equipment, Inc., in the amount $78,455; and Deltan Equipment $77,169.53. Mike said that this is something we need. He stated that there are options of purchasing it outright or leasing it.  Fred questioned the unpaid balance with an interest rate of 5%.  Sally asked if we had the money in the budget, and if we did, there was no reason to lease.  Sally asked for motion to approve the purchase of the John Deer Tractor in the amount of $77,169 outright from Deltan Equipment.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.
Zoning Office Report –  Rich Adams read his report for Janaury 2006. 

With regard to the Matheisen Request for Interpretation of Ordinance 2005-4, which is on the Zoning Hearing Board Agenda for March 1, 2006, Sally stated that she has concerns with the interpretation.  Sally asked that a representative from Dave Harte’s attend the Zoning Hearing Board Meeting.  Brian indicated that he wished to go as well.  Sally asked for motion indicating that the Supervisors would like Brian and Dave to attend the March 1, 2006  Zoning Hearing Board meeting concerning the request for interpretation of Ordinance 2005-4.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.   
Planning Commission Report – Sally Hixon read the report for January 2006. 
Recreation Board Report –  Ray Abert read the report for January 2006.  
Ray stated that members from the over 40 baseball league asked if they would be able to use the large baseball field at the Municipal Park to play 8 home games on Sunday afternoons.  Ray indicated that they normally play in Bangor, but their field is being redone.  It was indicated that the league must produce to the Township an insurance certificate as well as a fee of $500, which is the same amount that was paid to Bangor last year.  Sally asked for motion to allow the over 40 organized baseball league to play 8 home games on Sunday afternoons for a fee of $500, as well as providing the required insurance certificate.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.   
With regard to the Movies in the Park, Ray stated that he received a quote of $2,525.00 per night.  However, if he were to book two movie nights before April 15, 2006, there will be a 15% discount. So therefore, it would only cost $2,146.00 per night.  Sally asked for motion to approve two movies in the park at a total cost of $4,292.00 for the tentative dates of Saturday, June 10 (rain date of June 17), and Sunday, August 6 (rain date of August 13).  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.
Land Preservation Board Report –  Jerry Steele read the report for January 2006.
1.
Koch – Easement Application - Jeff McGuire stated that there are a couple of things on the application that need to be done.  He stated that he needs a resolution from the Board supporting an application to the Northampton County Open Space Advisory.  Brian said that there is a way to deal with that. It was indicated that the Township will have available a sum in the amount of $27,480.00, which is a portion of matching funds from the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources and the County of Northampton which total approximately $326,480, which match of grant funds will be utilized to acquire an interest in land including conservation easements. Bob asked for motion to support the Koch application to the County of Northampton 21st Century Open Space Initiative.  Sally made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.  Brian indicated that a resolution to this affect will be prepared and signed by the Supervisors.  
Engineer Report 
1. Cedarville Road/PENNDOT Update
Dave indicated that he met with PENNDOT.  The improvements are pretty much pinned down.  PENNDOT asked the Township to partner the application for all of the improvements so that PENNDOT is assured that this will get done at the same time.  Dave asked that the Board authorize that he prepare a PENNDOT Application stating that the project will be paid for by the developers and that each developer would receive a highway occupancy permit just for their individual driveway.  Sally asked for motion to have Dave prepare PENNDOT application.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.

2 Traffic Signalization Update.  This is still being worked on.  

3 Crivellaro Pole Relocation –  Dave asked for authorization for Brian to look into whether we can hold Mr. Crivellaro’s escrow money to move the pole. 
4.
Richard Lutz – Storm Drainage Issues.  Dave indicated that he has had conversations with the Golf Course and they provided Dave with some calculations.  They are willing to redo the storm water calculations, and revert it to the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission under the Act 167 Plan.  Mr. Lutz indicated that this has been going on since last October.  Dave indicated that we need to have the calculations to make more of a diversion, which has to be reviewed by the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission.  Dave indicated that we will have an answer within the next two months.  
Old Business 
1. Appointment of an Accountant to Audit the Accounts of Williams Township for the year 2005 – Resolution No. 2006-4.  Sally asked for motion to approve Resolution 2006-4, Appointing Robert J. Davidson, CPA of the firm Abbott, Davidson, Weiss & Company, LLC., with compensation in the amount of $9,000.00.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.
New Business 
1. Wayne Schoenagel – 2730 South Delaware Drive – Variance Request -  This matter was moved to the March 8, 2006 Agenda. 

2. Sky King – Cedarville Road – Request for Sewage Allotment – Resolution 2006-5.  Sally asked for motion to Approve Resolution 2006-5, providing for the sale of 400 gallons per day sewage treatment capacity upon approval of the Easton Area Joint Sewer Authority.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.

3. Sky King – Morgan Hill Road – Request for Sewage Allotment – Resolution 2006-6.  Sally asked for motion to Approve Resolution 2006-6, providing for the sale of 400 gallons per day sewage treatment capacity upon approval of the Easton Area Joint Sewer Authority.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.

4. Stanton Properties – Moss Tract – Resolution No. 2005-15 – Extension Request.  Sally asked for motion to approve the Extension Request of Stanton Properties of 90 days from February 28, 2006.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0. 

5. Ashley Development – Cedar Park – Resolution No. 2005-16 – Extension Request – Sally asked for motion to approve the Extension Request of Ashley Development for a period of six months from February 28, 2006.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0. 
6. Ortelli Self-Storage - Resolution No. 2005-26 - Extension Request – Sally asked for motion to approve the Extension Request of Ortelli Self Storage until April 1, 2006.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0. 
7. Presentation by Mike Powers – Frys Run Watershed Association – Mr. Powers was unable to make the meeting.  Jeff McGuire spoke on his behalf. Jeff indicated that the Frys Run Watershed Association is hoping to work with the Township to assess the health of the watershed and come up with a land to preserve.  They are hoping to become a non-profit organization.  

8. Recommendation by Joseph Black for Sewage Fees Increase – Joe suggested a new fee structure for Sewage Permit Applications.  He indicated that several townships in Northampton County have raised their fees to cover the expenses to enforce the Sewage Act, and also, in anticipation of the state no longer subsidizing the enforcement.  Joe also indicated that there are changes in the new Septic Permit Applications, which include new categories and fees.  These need to be established to cover inspections. He said per the new fee structure, a new sewage permit would be $750.00 with $50.00 of that proposed for township administration. Sally asked for motion to approve resolution 2006-7, adopting the new Septic fee schedule.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0. 
Supervisors’ Remarks
Fred indicated that he met with the Emergency Squad and Fire Company.  They really don’t have a request to meet with a full board.

Bob stated that with regard to Mr. Lutz’s issue, the difficulty is trying to expedite this issue because the Township is functioning in a capacity to try to mediate between two parties and hopefully come upon a solution.  

Audience Comments
1.
 Jeff McGuire – Lehigh Valley Planning Commission Storm Water Regulations. Jeff mentioned this last month and reminded the Board that the deadline for Municipal Comments is February 28.  He requested that the Township make a recommendation to Lehigh Valley Planning Commission.  Sally asked for motion to support stricter requirements with regard to the Storm water regulations.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0. 
Sally asked for motion to adjourn.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0. 
9:20 PM

 




Respectfully submitted,






Jennifer L. Freidl





Township Secretary
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