Williams Township Board of Supervisors

December 14, 2004


The regular monthly meeting of the Williams Township Board of Supervisors, 655 Cider Press Road, Easton, PA 18042 was held on the above date and called to order at 7:30PM by Chairman John Cusick. John led the audience in the pledge to the flag. Others present were Supervisors Robert Doerr and Robert Helm, Township Solicitor Brian Monahan, Township Engineer David Harte, Township Manager Deborah Patterson, Zoning Officer Richard Adams and Township Secretary Dawn Barket.  
John asked if there were any changes to last month meeting minutes. John asked for a motion to approve previous minutes from the meeting on November 9, 2004. Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0.

Debbie presented the expenses for the month of November 2004.  John asked for a motion to approve expenses for General Fund $398,590.39, Driveway Escrow releases $5,500.00, Subdivision Expenses $9,160.50, and Liquid Fuels $15,259.75. Doerr made motion second by Helm, carried 3-0.

Debbie presented the Treasurers report for November 2004. John asked for a motion to approve the Treasurers report for the month of November. Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0.

Manager's Report 


Debbie stated that she received 11 applications. Once Jim is back from vacation they will setup interviews. 


Debbie recommended have BOS and Planning meetings for 2005 start at 7PM. John asked for a motion to approve BOS and Planning meetings to start at 7PM. Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0.


Debbie presented the board with a project change order from Rettew concerning the Public Works Facility. After discussion the board asked Debbie to check if the change order includes any meetings. John asked for a motion to approve Rettew Associates for an addendum to the Public Works project with a contingency that there will be addional meetings with township staff and Board of Supervisors. Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0.

Debbie stated that she received a letter back from Penn Dot concerning the cross walk in front of St. John’s Church. After discussion among the board it was decided that Debbie would write a letter to the church letting them know if they would like they could write a letter to Penn-Dot requesting a permit for a pedestrian flashing light. The township would assist in the process but the church would have to pay all fees. 


Debbie stated she received a quote from Tru-Green for services next year on the fields. The total cost would be $3,329.00 for the year. John asked for a motion to approve Tru-Green in the amount of $3,329.00 for township and school fields. Doerr made motion second by Helm, carried 3-0.


Debbie read a thank you letter she received from Lehigh Valley Stadium Associates.   

Debbie stated she received a letter from Integrated Wireless Alliance asking to place a cell tower on township property. The board decided not to move forward with this. 


Debbie announced the office would be closed on December 17, 2004, because of the move to the new offices. She also stated the offices would be closed on December 24 and 31 for the holidays. 

 Road Superintendent Report – Debbie gave report for November. 
Zoning Office Report – Rich gave report for November. 


John stated that we are currently under going a Curative Amendment Process and we do not have any fees for that. John asked Brian and Rich to look into fees we can charge, so we can implement that in to our fee schedule.     
Planning Commission Report – Sally Hixson gave report for November. Recommended for approval;

Robert Kostick – Lot Line Adjustment – John asked for a motion to approve Resolution 2004-27 Robert & Lisa Kostick and Benjamin & Alice Bennett Lot Line Adjustment. Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0.
Recreation Board Report – Ray Abert gave report. Ray asked if there was interest in heating the Recreation Building so it would not have to be winterized every year? After discussion among the Board, it was decided that Dave Harte was going to look at possibly changing the plumbing rather than heating the building. 
Land Preservation Board Report – Jerry Steele gave report. Jerry stated that Mr. Koch has made an application to DCNR. DCNR requires a 50% match by Local Township. Jerry would like the Supervisors to authorize the 50% match that the maximum would be $137,600.00. Jerry stated that the payment terms have yet to be negotiated by DCNR and Mr. Koch. There is nothing locked in at this point. Jerry just would like the Supervisors support. Jerry handed out a map of the property. There was discussion among the Board and Jerry. John asked for a motion to support the Koch DCNR application. Doerr made motion second by Helm, carried 3-0. John asked for a motion to freeze the $100,000.00 line item   plus the residual administrative funds in the 2004 township budget. Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0. 
Bob Doerr stated that there are two members of land preservation that have not taken a very active role, and with all the work presently and coming up, we need to have active roles by all members. Debbie had sent letters to the individuals and she has had no responses. The Board decided to have the two opening positions advertised on our Township website.  
Engineer Report – 

1. Building Update – Dave asked for draw releases for Penn East Design $160,252.48, Willie’s Plumbing $7020.00, ATE Energy electrical $21,843.00, ATE Energy HVAC $8,298.00 and ATE Energy electrical change order. John asked for a motion to approve payments to Penn East Design $160,252.48, Willie’s Plumbing $7020.00, ATE Energy electrical $21,843.00, ATE Energy HVAC $8,298.00 and ATE change order $9,435.00. Doerr made motion second by Helm, carried 3-0.
2. Recreation Projects Update - Dave stated that he received a final invoice from Pavement Maintenance for $17,592.90 we are still holding some money for work that has to be finished in the spring. John asked for a motion to approve payment to Pavement Maintenance Contractors in the amount of $17,592.90. Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0.
3. Woodside Phase I & II – Dave stated we are looking for a reduction for Phase I in the amount of $546,397.04 and reduction of $807,444.90 for Phase II.  John asked for a motion to approve the release of Phase I in the amount of $546,397.04. Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0. John asked for a motion to approve the reduction in bond in the amount of $807,444.90 for Phase II. Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0.
4. Morgan Hill Subdivision Performance / Maintenance Surety Bond – This is for the Traffic Signalization and no action is needed at this time and will be placed on the next agenda. 
Correspondence/Announcements – 

Dawn stated Mr. Kram was at the planning meeting and he asked her to thank James Whitehead, Road Department, and Debbie Patterson for having the work done in front of his property.  
 

Old Business –
1. Per Capita Tax Ordinance 2004-10 – John stated that this item has been discussed at previous meetings. There will be a PCT next year but eliminated starting 2006. John asked for a motion to adopt Ordinance 2004-10 repealing the Per Capita levy as of January 1, 2006. Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0.  
2. Earned Income Tax Ordinance 2004-14 – John stated that on the November Ballot the Referendum on open space funding was passed. John stated that the county does not seem to be moving quickly on open space funding and feels we are moving to fast.  Jerry Steele stated that we are ahead of most townships. If the county does release even a little money hopefully we will be right there to get it. John asked for a motion to adopt Ordinance 2004-14 Earned Income Tax Ordinance 2004-14 imposing an additional .25% tax for open space funding. Doerr made motion second by Helm, carried 2-1. John Cusick gave a no vote.

3. Penn Foam Property – The Board discussed how they would like to sell the property. After discussion the Board decided to have Roger Connors do an appraisal on the property then have a sealed bid to sell as is.  John asked for a motion to direct Brian and Debbie to begin the process of selling the Penn Foam property by sealed bid. Doerr made motion second by Helm, carried 3-0.
4. Raubsville Road Property – John stated that we did apply for grants for the property, but we did not get awarded the grant. We had Brian look into easements on the property. Brian stated that we could not put easements on the property that would reduce the value of the property.  The Board decided that at this time they would hold on to the property.
5. Fireworks Ordinance – John stated that the board wanted to look into the selling of fireworks in temporary structures.  Rich stated that the big issue is the safety of selling non legal fireworks in PA. The state has taken care of that issue with Act 204. But that act does not include PA Legal fireworks. Rich wanted some direction on whether the board still wants tents to go up. Rich stated one of the issues last year is the traffic problems that some of them caused. The Board discussed this issue. The Board decided that they would allow at current legal existing commercial properties. But with any temporary structure that they would require them to go through Planning and/or Zoning to meet all requirements by the Township.    
6. Sink Hole & Grading Ordinances – Dave Harte stated that he is currently working on both Ordinances. He will have them ready for the next meeting.  

New Business –
1. Well Test Requirements – Rich stated he was asked to look into an Ordinance for well testing. Rich had spoke with Tim Edinger of Base Engineering. There was a bill that was passed that regulated well drillers. Brian stated he hasn’t reviewed the Bill and he wanted to check to see if it was passed. The Board asked Rich to get a sample Ordinance from PSATS on well testing.  

2. School House Farms Planning Module – John asked for a motion to adopt School House Farms Planning Module for new land development Resolution 2004-28. Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0.
3. Richard Lutz – Mr. Lutz gave a presentation on problems with storm water discharge with his property and other properties near his. Mr. Lutz had handed out a letter from Stevens & Lee Lawyers and Consultants addressed to Morgan Hill Golf and its affiliates, along with pictures of his property. He was here to notify the Township that he is now going to take a firmer stance with Morgan Hill Golf on trying to fix the storm water problems that he feels they caused.  

4. Emergency and Municipal Services Tax – John mentioned that the state had passed Act 222 of 2004 which permits municipalities and school districts to impose a combined Emergency and Municipal Service Tax (EMS Tax) of up to a $52.00 a year. This EMS Tax replaces the current OPT Tax. There was discussion among the Board, but there was no decision. This item will be placed on the next agenda.   
Audience Comment
Chris Boas asked the Township to take a look at Raubsville Road near Melchor concerning flooding on the road. 
John asked for a motion to adjourn, Helm made motion second by Doerr carried 3-0. 

10:49PM





Respectfully Submitted,






Dawn Barket






Township Secretary
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