Williams Township Board of Supervisors

December 13, 2006

The regular monthly meeting of the Williams Township Board of Supervisors, 655 Cider Press Road, Easton, PA 18042 was held on the above date and called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson Sally Hixson. Sally led the audience in the pledge to the flag. Others present were Supervisor Fred Mebus, Supervisor Robert Doerr, Township Solicitor Brian Monahan, Township Engineer David Harte, Township Manager Deborah Patterson, Assistant Township Secretary Katherine Faubert, Michael Strawn, Director of Public Works, and Zoning Officer Richard Adams.

Sally Hixson called the meeting to order.

Sally Hixson announced executive sessions were held on November 14, November 16, November 30, December 5, 2006.
Sally asked for a motion to approve the minutes for November 8, 2006 Supervisors meeting, Motion made by Fred, Second by Bob, carried 3-0.
Expenses – Debbie asked the Board for approval of the following expenses: General Fund Expenses $148,510.78, Subdivision expenses $13,987.50, Harte Engineering, $12,727.50, Brian Monahan $ 1,260.00, Sewage Expenses (Joseph Black) $1,600.00, Sewer Expense $6,885.85, Driveway Escrow Releases $3,400.00.  Sally asked for motion to approve payment of the bills. A motion was made by Fred Mebus, second by Bob Doerr, carried 3-0.   

Fred asked Debbie how many more payments are left on the 2002 GMC truck, Debbie advised him that this is the last payment to be made. 

Manager’s Report -  

Debbie stated to the Board that we received our monthly report from the Meuser Library. October was a busy month for the library with circulation figures reaching 4,370. That number topped the 1996 October figure of 4,130. 


Debbie told the Board that the Annual PSATS Convention will be held April 22nd thru April 25th 2007. She would like to get the reservations scheduled by the January 10th Supervisors meeting. She asked the Board to let her know if they will be attending the Convention.

Debbie explained that she has been asked to change the monthly sewer billing cycle from a 30 day cycle to a 25 day cycle. She requested permission from the Board to make this change.  She explained that this is for the monthly customers only, not the quarterly. Sally asked for a motion to make this change, Motion made by Fred, second by Bob, carried 3-0.

Debbie stated that we had Ron Killins here to speak to the Canal Road residents with regard to Hazard Mitigation acquisition. The Township hired Lynn Eisenfeld to do the paper work of which there were no residents that were interested in moving forward with that application. We have since received notification from PEMA that there is now funding available for elevation. Debbie has spoken to Ron Killins about this program. Currently there is about $500,000.00 available, 75% of the cost of elevation would be paid by the state/federal government and 25% would be paid by the owner or the ICC payment received by the home owner. This is an electronic grant application and our contact will be Mr. Donald Smith to walk us through the process. Williams Township would still be the sponsor if the Board is agreeable. Debbie would like to continue with Lynn performing the work for this grant. The deadline in January 31, 2007.  The Board expressed their support in this.

Debbie told the Board that in past practice we have a year end meeting in December to close the books for the year and pay all outstanding bills. Debbie would like to have that meeting on Thursday, December 28, 2006 at 9:00 AM. Sally asked for a motion, motion made by Fred, second by Bob, carried 3-0 to have a year end meeting on December 28, 2006 at 9:00 AM.

Debbie has received three bids for the well-drilling for the Public Works Facility. 

1. T.M. Mayer L.L.C. The cost is $6,622.50 for an estimated drilling depth of 250 feet and includes a 1.5 hp, 10 gpm pump.

2. Odenheimer Co, $7,491.00 which includes going to 300 feet and a pump system.

3. Kerstner Well Drilling, $5065.00 which includes a more specific bid to include 13 fixtures per the current plan. It also includes a temporary pump for use during construction. 

Debbie has given copies of each bid to the Board. It is her recommendation that the Township award the bid to Kerstner Well Drilling. He came in and looked at the building specs and he is a PA Certified Well Driller. Sally asked for a motion to hire Kerstner, motion made by Bob, second by Fred, carried 3-0.

Debbie stated that some time ago there was much discussion with regard to the guide rail that was installed at the Cider Press Road culvert and the placement of that guide rail. Bob Doerr suggested that we look at putting in Wooden Guide Rail as a replacement. Mike did some checking and found the cost for Wooden Guide Rail is $98.00/foot installed. If the project takes between 100 and 200 feet of rail the cost would be between $10,000.00 and $20,000.00. Debbie asked the Board for some guidance on this issue.  Public comment from Steve Ruoff feels that 40 feet would be sufficient and feels the current guide rail is excessive. Harte advised the Board that the current guide rail length is per PennDOT standards.  The Board feels that the cost is too high. Sally asked David Harte to provide the Board with more information for the next meeting. 

Debbie advised that Board that Louise D. Rhoads of 655 Morvale Road will be celebrating her 100th birthday on December 27, 2006. The family will be holding an Open House in her honor and Debbie thought it would be appropriate if the Township presented a Resolution in her honor. She asked the Board if they would be interested in making a motion to approve such a Resolution with Brian doing the Resolution next week for signing. The Board was in favor of a Resolution.  Sally asked for a motion to approve Resolution 2006-37, Bob made the motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.
Public Works Report – Michael Strawn read his report for the month of November. 

Michael recommended the Township hire Thomas Cox for part time winter snow plowing at a pay rate of $11.85 an hour contingent on Mr. Cox passing the license check and medical screening. Fred made a motion to hire Mr. Cox at the above mentioned rate for part time snow plow, motion second by Bob, carried 3-0.
Michael requested that the Winter maintenance procedure be placed on the website. 

Michael told the Board that the Fire Department received their new truck on December 8, 2006.  There will be a need for additional equipment to be added onto this truck, to serve their needs at approximately $15,000.00 more.
Zoning Office Report –  Richard read his report for the month of November. 
Rich advised the Board that there will be three hearings for the January 3, 2007 Zoning Hearing Board meeting. The applicants are: Manuel Marangio – Special Exception – Special Conservation District, 395 South Delaware Drive; BJ Alan Company – Renewal of variance request – 50 Hilton Street; Smooth-On Inc – Variance request – Expansion of existing Industrial Building – 2000 St. John Street.

Planning Commission Report –    Terry Lee read the report for November 15, 2006.  
1. Louis Pektor – Boundary Line Adjustment – 245 Coffeetown Road – 

Terry explained to the Board that this is an exchange of parcels between two property owners. The Harte Engineering letter and sewer requirements need to be met by the developer. There will be a note on the plan of record allowing an easement along Frys Run, for access to stream for monitoring and screening. Joe Black advised the Board that testing has not been done on this project yet. Sally is concerned that the testing has not been performed yet. Fred felt they should wait on approval pending completion of testing, Bob agreed. The Board will postpone any action on this plan until next month. 

2. Michael Moss & Ellen Chapman – Final Plan – Land Development – Hilton Street Flex Building – Resolution 2006-31

Terry advised the Board that there is a limitation in parking spaces for this project. The Harte review letter must be met. Sally has concerns regarding the limited parking. There is a total of 13 parking spaces. Sally asked for a motion, motion made by Bob to approve this plan subject to meeting Harte Engineering letter, second by Fred, carried 3-0.
3. Jack & Donna Fulton – Boundary Line Adjustment – 220 Browns Drive –Resolution 2006-32

Terry explained to the Board that this is a consolidation from three lots to one. Approval is subject to the Harte review letter of November 10 being met. Sally asked for a motion, motion made by Fred to approve this plan subject to meeting Harte Engineering letter, Second by Bob, carried 3-0.
4. Leslie Pektor 2 Lot Minor Subdivision – Preliminary/Final Plan – Raubsville Road – Resolution 2006-33

Terry explained to the Board that this is a two lot subdivision – 122 acre original parcel – waivers granted for curb & sidewalks. Approval is subject to developer meeting the Harte Engineering review letter of November 10th and comments in the sewage enforcement letter. Sally asked for a motion, motion by Bob to approve this subdivision pending the developer meeting the Harte Engineering letter and Joseph Black’s letter, second by Fred, carried 3-0.
Recreation Board Report – Ray Abert advised the Board that the Recreation Board did not have a meeting in December.
1) Tennis Court Backboard – Ray explained to the Board that he contacted the manufacturer of the Backboard and they explained to him that the board is mounted onto the existing fence. Ray explained how the backboard can be used. He also stated that the backboard can be used by the children during summer recreation. The cost of this backboard shall not exceed $6,000.00 per the Board of Supervisors. Sally asked for a motion, a motion was made by Bob, second by Fred, carried 3-0.
2) Ray suggested to the Board, to vote on a resolution honoring the Wilson Football Team. The Board will wait for the December 28, 2006 meeting to vote on the Resolution.

 Land Preservation Board Report – Jerry Steele read the minutes for the November 20, 2006 Land Preservation Board meeting.
The Land Preservation Board requests approval from the Board of Supervisors to perform appraisals on Ernest Seiter & Joseph Black properties. Sally asked for a motion to approved two appraisals to be performed on the Seiter & Black properties, motion made by Bob, second by Fred, carried 3-0. 
Engineer Report 
1. Chrin Landfill Inspections – Dave listed the dates inspections were performed. 
2. Country Classics at Morgan Hill - Ed Vogel and Krista Harper, Esquire, were here to address the Board. Brian Monahan advised the Board that he received a letter from Attorney Wiener, advising the Board to wait on making any decisions until they have had a chance to meet. Attorney Carl Weiner is the legal counsel for the Condo Association.  The Association has concerns about taking over the responsibility of maintaining the wall. Attorney Harper advised the Board the Homeowners Association has money budgeted to maintain these facilities. She feels there is no need to delay acceptance of the roads. She feels the Associations obligations are very clear. She urged the Board to act, and that too much time has passed regarding this issue. Paul Moriarty, Homeowner Association President addressed the Board and recommended they take Attorney Wiener’s advice and wait for them all to meet before the Supervisors vote on this issue. Sally Hixson feels that waiting to vote on this issue until the January 2007 Supervisors meeting is a good idea since this letter came in from Attorney Wiener, to resolve this wall issue. The Board directed Debbie to contact all persons involved, and set up a meeting. This issue has been postponed until the January 10, 2007 meeting.
3. Sky King Fireworks Bond Release  -   Motion requested by Sally to release remaining letter of credit, and replace it with an improvement performance bond in the amount of $241,690.05 with the agreement that the PennDOT work will be completed by May 24, 2007.  Motion made by Fred, Second by Bob carried 3-0
4. Ortelli Draw Release No. 2 – Harte Engineering has performed an inspection for this project. Harte recommends that the Board grant the Developers a reduction in security upon payment of any outstanding fees owe to the Township. The total security posted in the amount of $ 256,462.00 may be further reduced by the approved amount of $ 63,355.74 leaving a balance to complete of $ 41,011.79.  $38,469.23 of security must be held and maintained in accordance with the Developers Agreement.  Sally asked for a motion, motion made by Bob, second by Fred, carried 3-0. 

5. Morgan Hill Traffic Light update – Dave Harte provided the Board and public with a brief update on this project.

Old Business
1. Amendment to Uniform Construction Code Ordinance – Ordinance 2006-9 – Brian explained to the Board and public that every two years there is an amendment to the Building Codes.  Sally asked pass a motion amending Ordinance 2004-2 as our official code replacing it with Ordinance 2006-9 adopting the International Building Code 2006, motion made by Fred, second by Bob, carried 3-0.
2. Metro Electrical Settlement – Brian gave the Board a brief explanation regarding this issue. The Board expressed favor in settling this issue for $5,000.00 payment and to preserve the Township’s warranty rights for the work performed. Sally asked for a motion to accept this settlement amount, motion made by bob, second by Fred, carried 3-0.
3. Sidewalk Snow Removal Ordinance Approval – Ordinance 2006-10 – Brian provided the Board with a brief description of this Ordinance. Public comment from Paul Moriarty stated that he is against this Ordinance. Sally asked for a motion, motion made by Bob, second by Fred, carried 3-0.
4. Implementation of Stormwater Management Plan – Brian explained to the Board that they need to give their approval, instructing him and David Harte to begin work on this plan so the Township can comply by the April 25, 2007 deadline. Sally asked for a motion, motion made by Fred, second by Bob, carried 3-0.

5. Carl & Joanne Brostedt – Ag. Security Area Application – 2431 Wassergass Road – Lower Saucon Township Resolution 2006-34 - Brian gave the Board a brief explanation regarding this application, and advised the Board that the Planning Commission voted to approve this application.  Sally asked for a motion to approve this application, motion made by Bob, second by Fred, carried 3-0.
6.  Debbie told the Board that she advertised the upcoming adoption of the 2007 budget. Sally asked for a motion to adopt the 2007 Budget totaling $6,796,911.92, motion made by Fred, second by Bob, carried 3-0. 
NEW BUSINESS

1.  SPCA Septic System Repair – Holding Tank Approval – Joseph Black explained to the Board that this is an ongoing problem. The SPCA would like to install a holding tank. A hauler will empty the holding tank approximately every 3 to 4 weeks. Sally asked for a motion to approve installation of a holding tank at the SPCA, motion made by Bob, second by Fred, Sally voted no, carried 2-1.
2.
Moss Tract – Cedarville Center Condominium Association – Planning Module – Resolution 2006-35 -   After a brief discussion, Sally asked for a motion to approve this Planning Module, motion made by Bob, second by Fred, carried 3-0.
3.
Request for exoneration of Taxes by Taxes by Northampton County Department of Fiscal Affairs – Neil Beech - Sally asked for a motion to approve this exoneration of Taxes in base amount totaling $7.75 with a penalty of $.78, motion made y Fred, second by Bob, carried 3-0.

5. Appointment of Accountant to Audit Accounts of Williams Township for Fiscal Year 2006 – Resolution 2006-36 – Debbie asked the Board to approve Robert Davidson to perform this Audit, with his fees not exceeding $9,000.00.  Sally asked for a motion, motion made by Bob, second by Fred, carried 3-0.
Supervisors Remarks – 
Bob Doerr wished everyone a happy holiday season

Sally Hixson wished everyone a healthy & happy holidays

Audience Comments – 
Pete Thompson asked the Board about the Third Party Building Code Inspection Agency. He wants the Board to consider giving developers and applicants a choice rather than having one agency handle all inspections. 

Richard Lutz asked the Board about the two detention basins in Country Classics at Morgan Hill. 

Josh Weinstein expressed concerns regarding the signage on the Phantom Fireworks building being constructed currently.

Linda Heindel advised the Board that the Historical Society has been in existence for 30 years. She requests the Board vote on a resolution honoring the Historical Society. Brian stated that he will work on putting a resolution together.

Fred made motion to adjourn, second by Bob carried 3-0.

9:30 P.M.
 




Respectfully submitted,






Katherine Faubert





Assistant Township Secretary
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