Williams Township Board of Supervisors

December 12, 2007

The monthly meeting of the Williams Township Board of Supervisors, 655 Cider Press Road, Easton, PA 18042 was held on the above date and called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson Sally Hixson.  Sally led the audience in the pledge to the flag.  Others present were Supervisor Fred Mebus, Supervisor Robert Doerr, Township Solicitor Brian Monahan, Township Engineer David Harte, Township Manager Deborah Patterson, Township Public Works Director Michael Strawn, Zoning Officer Richard Adams and Township Secretary Melody Ashmore.  

Sally announced executive sessions were held for the purpose of Host Negotiations on November 16, 2007, December 14, 2007 and December 11, 2007.

Sally asked the Board if they had any corrections they would like made to the Minutes of November 14, 2007.  There being none, a motion was made by Fred and second by Bob to approve the minutes as presented.  Carried 3-0.

EXPENSES/APPROVAL OF BILLS
Debbie read before the Board for approval the following expenses:  General Fund Expenses $150,385.39; Sewer Expenses $43,451.58 (D & D Maintenance $910.00, Verizon $60.02,  Easton Suburban Water $17.15, City of Easton $2,071.01 and Easton Joint Sewer Authority $40,393.40) Subdivision Expenses to Dave Harte in the amount of $5,021.50 and to Brian Monahan in the amount of $466.50; Sewage Expenses (Joe Black) in the amount of $1,380.00; and Driveway Escrow Releases in the amount of $2,500.00 (Toll Brothers Lot #11 $500.00, Gambone Lot #3, $500.00, and Glenn & Geraldine Mathiesen $1,500.00).  Sally asked the Board if they had any questions with regard to the Expense Report or the Bills.  There being no questions, Bob made the motion to approve the Expense Report of December 12, 2007 and the Bills as presented, second by Fred.  Carried 3-0.  

Manager’s Report 

Debbie stated that Stephen Morris has completed his Eagle Scout Project.  Stephen moved the existing butterfly garden and completed a pathway.  They also moved the ashes of John Danner to the new butterfly garden site.

Debbie stated that a letter was received from Mark Weidner, Scout Master of Boy Scout Troop #31 inviting the Supervisors to the Eagle Court of Honor on January 5, 2008 for Tyler Randolph.  Tyler’s project was to build 15 wood duck boxes and place them along Fry Run Creek in Williams Township.

Debbie stated that we will have a year end meeting on December 27, 2007 at 3:00 p.m., approval to pay all bills and close the books for 2007 will be conducted.  Sally asked for a motion.  Fred made a motion, second by Bob.  Carried 3-0.

Debbie stated that we are in the process of looking into the bleachers at the recreation field.  The insurance company after doing an inspection stated that the bleachers should be enclosed.  We are looking into whether we can purchase ends of whether new stands need to be purchased.   Mike Fabian is in the process of repairing the kitchen fire suppression system at the recreation building.

Debbie stated that we are putting out to bid for the additional light pole for on the field.  A special meeting will be held on January 24, 2008 to award said bid.
Debbie also stated that we received the report for October 2007 from the Mary Meuser Library.

Public Works Report – Michael Strawn read his report for November 14, 2007 to 

December 12, 2007.  Mike stated that they investigated the storm sewer system at the intersection of Belmont and Aspen Streets.  After inspecting it was found to have at least 5 feet deep of water.  It will be pumped out and Mike also spoke with Mr. Smith and he is willing to work with Mike to straighten the problem out.
Zoning Office Report - Rich read his report for the month of November, 2007.  Rich stated that the next Zoning Hearing Board meeting will be on January 2, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.  The following will be heard:


1.
AMERISERVE, INC. –HILTON STREET – REQUEST VARIANCES 

Rich also stated that we have some zoning issues at our committee meeting that hopefully we will be finalizing on Friday to get ordinances to control wood fire boilers and commercial sale in tents. Sally asked for a motion for Brian and his staff to put together two ordinances, one on wood fire boilers and the other on commercial sale in tents.  Bob made the motion, second by Fred.  Carried 3-0.
Planning Commission Report – Terry Lee stated that there are no recommendations for approval.  Terry stated that the SPCA submitted a sketch plan at the last Planning Commission meeting for replacement of an old building.  There were some sewerage issues that were talked about and Joe Black had suggestions on how they should proceed.
Land Preservation Board Report – Jeff McGuire read the minutes from the November 19, 2007.  Jeff stated that the McBrien property is scheduled to close in a week and the Horth property closed.  Jeff asked Brian if there is anything from the school district on the millage freeze issue.  Brian stated that he has not received a report from Don Sprey.  Bob stated prior to the Horth closing he contacted DCNR and asked that the public access be broadened to allow the boy scouts the ability to camp overnight on the property.

Recreation Board Report - Ray Abert stated there was no meeting held on December 6, 2007. Ray stated that they have received a price for the purchase of a Gator from Hill Top Sales in the amount of $7,498.00 that includes a 21% discount.  Mike stated that the Gator would be used for field work and dragging the fields.  Fred questioned whether anyone expressed interest in lining the fields.  Debbie stated that she heard from a gentlemen this week but needs to talk with Ray.  Fred questioned Mike as to whether one of the mowers would be able to handling dragging of the fields.  Mike stated that the mowers that we have are not meant for that purpose and would not be feasible to do that kind of job.  Sally asked if the money would be come out of the recreation budget.  Debbie stated there is funding left in the recreation budget.  Sally asked for a motion to purchase the Gator, hitch drawbar kit for receiver hitch, rear receiver hitch, cargo box power lift and backup alarm for a total purchase price of $7,498.68.   Fred made a motion, second by Bob.  Carried 3-0.
Engineer Report 

1.
DRJTB – Dave stated that a meeting with the contractor is tentatively scheduled for January 2, 2008.  A request was received from PennDot to make some minor changes to the cross walk for the pedestrians.  
2.
Chrin Report – Dave stated that Chrin received approval for Stage 6.  They are still working on the Leachate Storage Tanks and they are still waiting for certifications for Flare #3 and #4.  A Host Municipal Inspection was conducted on December 11, 2007 with no problems.
3.
Public Works Building – Dave stated that they have a request for Draw Release #1 for the Public Works Facility in the amount of $106,155.00 to Uhrig Construction which leaves a balance to complete of $3,211.400.45.   Sally questioned the letter received from the Conservation District.  Dave stated that we are taking care of that with the contractor and part of it is the Townships obligation with regard to the discharge pipe.  Sally asked for a motion.  Bob made a motion to approve payment in the amount of $106,155.00, second by Fred.  Carried 3-0.  
4.
Cider Press Road – Dave stated that an inspection was performed of the Cider Press Road Culvert relative to their one year maintenance period.  Dave stated that we see no problems and would like to let the maintenance period expire.
5.
Easton Sewer District Map – Dave stated that they have looked at all the properties that are connected to the Easton Sewer District and we have tallied up the flow that goes through there.  Dave further stated that we are not near the cap that we are allowed to discharge in that area.  Sally asked Dave to tell the audience the areas.  Dave stated the area along Hilton Street, Belmont Street, Smith Brothers property, I-78 and Morgan Hill Road.  That area the sewerage flows through the city of Easton.  We worked for several years with the city of Easton to come to an agreement and there are some problems with the city sewer lines further down the street.  An agreement was reached as to how much sewerage can be discharged.  Dave stated that we have some problems with private sewer lines.  The Supervisors may want to take over those sewer lines. 

Solicitors Report – None
Old Business
1.
Real Estate Millage Rate Freeze – Brian stated that is a public hearing on a proposed Ordinance that we circulated to the Board of Supervisors, general public and advertised in the Easton Express.  Prior to 2006 the School district could pass legislation freezing millage on land which was preserved pursuant to the PA Conservation and Development, Act 153 of 1996.  Wilson Area school district passed a resolution on October 17, 2005 requiring millage freezes.  It became the position of the Northampton County Tax Assessment office and Wilson Area School District after the enactment of Act 4, the Township, County and the school district would have to enact Resolutions and/or Ordinances requiring millage freezes. 

The Ordinance tonight is the township’s commitment to tax millage freezes on open space to preserve land.  Brian indicated that the issue with the School District is still on going.  There being no questions or public comments, Sally asked for a motion to pass Ordinance 2007-8 Authorizing Real Estate Tax Millage Rate Freeze For Eligible Open Space Real Estate Pursuant To The Pennsylvania Conservation Act 153 of 1996.Bob made a motion, second by Fred.  Carried 3-0.
2.
2008 Budget Approval – Debbie stated that one copy of the budget was handed out.  The budget does not include an increase in taxes for 2008. Bottom line budget amount is $7,417,517.00.  The budget is high due to the construction of the Public Works Facility and the traffic signal project. Sally asked for a motion to approve the budget for 2008.  Fred made a motion to approve the 2008 budget as presented, second by Bob.  Carried 3-0.
New Business – 

1.
EAJSA Industrial Pretreatment Program Modification - Debbie stated that they need to talk with Alan McFall, EAJSA Solicitor.  This will be placed on the agenda for January 7, 2008.  Brian stated that we are still receiving information regarding same.  
2.       Harold Roth Minor Subdivision Resolution 2007-13 – Sally stated that they need and extension needed till March 31, 2008 due to Mr. Roth’s demise.  Brian stated that the estate is substituting itself as the land owner and met with Ms. Calantoni, Mr. Houser and Debbie and it was agreed that they would have everything in order by March 31, 2008.  Sally asked for a motion to extend the Harold Roth Minor Subdivision Resolution 2007-13 to March 31, 2008.  Bob made a motion, second by Fred.  Carried 3-0.
Supervisors Remarks 

Sally stated that if the Informational Meeting with regard to Host Negotiations scheduled for December 14, 2007 needs to be canceled because of inclement weather, the meeting will be rescheduled for December 18, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. held at the Philip Lauer Middle School.  If rescheduling of the meeting is necessary it will be posted on our website as well as put on channel 69 News.  
Sally stated that the staff would like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas.

Mike presented the thank you card he received from Williams Township Elementary School with regard to assisting in helping with the rubber mulch for the playground area.
Audience Comments 

Ron Heinrich – Asked Dave Harte regarding the Public Works pond how long will it be before it is completed?  Dave stated that while the site is under construction it will stay as a sedimentation pond.  Mr. Heinrich also asked if they will wait until spring to start building.  Dave stated the intent is to start construction.

Pete Andresen – Questioned the road dedication of the golf course and the snow removal bills.  Brian stated it is part of this law suit and we are still in litigation.

Greg Goldsmith – Presented the Board with a proposed noise ordinance.  He feels that the current noise ordinance is not effective with the Country Classics Morgan Hill area.  Sally stated that we will make copies of the handouts and give them to our zoning committee members and put it on the agenda for one of the meetings.  Sally stated that the zoning committee meets the second Friday of the month at 9:30 a.m.  Sally stated that they would not be able to look at it until January. 
Rebecca Kling – Wanted to apologize and stated that they are still open to having Mr. Goldsmith talk with them.

Ray Abert – Had a question regarding how we buy our diesel fuel.  Debbie stated that we get our fuel through the Lehigh Valley Cooperative Purchasing Council.

There being no further business, Bob made a motion to adjourn at 8:00 p.m., second by Fred.  Carried 3-0.

Respectfully submitted,







MELODY A. ASHMORE, SECRETARY
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