



     Williams Township Board of Supervisors

December 8, 2010

The monthly meeting of the Williams Township Board of Supervisors, 655 Cider Press Road, Easton, PA 18042 was held on the above date and called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Chairperson George Washburn.  George led the audience in the pledge to the flag.  Others present were Vice Chairperson Fred Mebus, Supervisor Sally Hixson, Township Solicitor Jonathan Reiss, Township Engineer Timothy Edinger, Township Manager Deborah Patterson, Public Works Director Michael Strawn, Zoning Officer Richard Adams and Township Secretary Melody Ashmore.

George announced that a brief executive session was held before the meeting tonight to discuss union negotiations.
George asked Fred to make a motion on the Minutes of November 10, 2010 as he was absent at that meeting.  Fred asked Sally if she had any corrections.  There being none, Fred made a motion to approve the minutes of November 10, 2010, second by Sally.  There being no comments, motion carried 2-0.

George asked Fred to make a motion on the Minutes of November 15, 2010 as he was absent at that meeting.  Fred asked Sally if she had any corrections.  There being none, Fred made a motion to approve the minutes of November 15, 2010, second by Sally.  There being no comments, motion carried 2-0.

LINCS Presentation - George stated that Doug Wagner from the Wilson Area School District is here with us tonight to talk about a new concept in a community center.  Mr. Wagner stated that LINCS will be a family center that will serve Wilson, West Easton, Williams Township and Glendon residents.  They are looking at providing programs on education, parenting, wellness and nutrition and health.  He stated that LINCS will be a “hands up” and not a “hands out” community resource.  Mr. Wagner told the Board and audience that their goal is to finalize Board membership this month, hold their first board meeting in January 2011, hire a Director in August or September of 2011 and finally open the doors to the center in December of 2011.  Alisa Baratta asked about the fund raising plan and Kathy Lilley asked if he sees it functioning like other community Centers.  Mr. Wagner stated that they will be looking at direction from their Board on those matters.
Debbie read before the Board for approval the following expenses: General Fund Expenses $125,928.80; Sewer Expenses $8,193.07; Developers Escrow $1,176.25; Subdivision and Land Development Escrow Expenses $2,389.00; and EIT Open Space $870.00.  George asked for a motion to approve the Expense Report of December 8, 2010 and to pay the bills.  Fred made the motion, second by Sally.  There being no comments, motion carried 3-0.

Debbie stated that Joseph Black is looking to the Board for approval on items #2 and #3 under new business of the agenda and asked that he give his presentation at this time.  Joe stated he has notified the Board of the grease in the sewer line and has determined the grease is coming from the Vintage.  He showed the Board a picture of the sewer line that was taken from a camera that was inserted in the line to show the grease obstruction.  The gentlemen at the facility in question was sold a product that could be added to the grease trap to cut down on the pumping.  The problem is the product was an emulsifier and it creates gas and raises the stuff in the trap to not allow it to flow out of the trap.  Joe further stated that he instructed the resident to pump the tank within ten (10) days and to notify the Township which he did.  Joe provided the Board with a brochure explaining grease traps and asked with the Boards permission to give said brochures to the facilities with grease traps.  He also provided the Board with a grease trap cleaning chart that would be filled out.  Joe stated that in order to treat the problem, a special blend of highly active ingredients would need to be inserted to break up the grease in the line which would be an approximate cost of $1,200.00.  He also stated that he would recommend that a Zabel be installed to capture the stuff that is getting by the grease trap.  George asked if the chemical would affect the guys working on the pump station to which Joe stated no.  Fred feels the brochures are a great idea.  George asked for a motion to authorize the distribution of the material that Joe gave the Board.  Sally made the motion to authorize the distribution of the grease trap brochure as well as the grease trap cleaning chart, second by Fred.  There being no comments, motion carried 3-0.
George asked for a motion to authorize Joe to spend up to $1,200.00 to clean the sewer line of the current problem from the Vintage Restaurant to the pump station.  Fred asked if the Township or the Vintage will be responsible for payment.  George stated he believes it would come out of the sewer fund expense.  Fred asked Jonathan if the Vintage would have to share responsibility in the cost.  Jonathan stated that he will look at the Grease Trap Ordinance again and get back to Debbie on Thursday and further stated that certain notices may have to be sent out.  Fred made a motion to authorize Joe to purchase chemicals needed to clean out the sewer line and to submit a bill to the Township for his time and to bill the Vintage if it is applicable, second by Sally.  There being no comments, motion carried 3-0.  Susan Reed commented that in the future she would like the Board to not refer to the sewer fund as Township money.  It is money that was put into the fund by the residents.
Debbie stated that a motion needs to be made to authorize Joe to install the Zabel at the Vintage.  Sally made the motion to instruct Joe to have the Vintage install the Zabel or the equivalent, second by Fred.  Dan Cwynar asked if a time limit for installation can be included.  Sally amended her motion to include and install within thirty (30) days, second by Fred.  There being no comments, motion carried 3-0.
Managers Report 

Debbie congratulated Richard Adams for passing the final examination for the training of the Host Municipal Inspectors.  

Debbie stated that a copy of the 2009 Annual Director’s Report for Mary Meuser Library was provided to the Board members.

Debbie stated that as an update, the refinancing of the General Obligation Bond for the Public Works Building is scheduled for closing on February 20, 2011.

Debbie said that last month she advised the Board of the Short Term and Long Term Disability and Life Insurance Program that will be a savings of 66% over a three (3) year period amounting to $10,317.60.  The program will be through Hartford and a motion will be needed.  Sally made a motion for approval to cancel Harleysville and to go with Hartford for the Short and Long Term Disability and Life Insurance Program with a savings of $10,317.60 over a three year period, second Fred.  Fred stated that he believes that it will be a savings of 22% a year.  There being no comments, motion carried 3-0.

Debbie advised the Board that Mark Weidner approached her regarding two Eagle Scouts that are interested in doing a project similar to Gordon Diedzic’s sign that he installed at the bottom of Morgan Hill Road.  They would like to install one on Route 611 North of Mueller’s Store and another on Berger Road as you enter into Williams Township coming from Glendon.  She further stated that Chad Danner requested the use of the old public works building as he is currently making 40 rocking horses to personally deliver St. Jude’s Hospital and Children’s Hospital in Philadelphia to boys and girls with cancer.  He also has to write a report for every horse that he makes.  

Debbie informed everyone that there will be a Special Board of Supervisors meeting on December 20, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. to approve the proposed 2011 budget, to authorize the closing of the books as of December 30, 2010 and any other business.

Public Works Report – Mike read the report for November 11, 2010 to December 8, 2010.  Mike stated that he spoke with Tom Gorgia from Penn Dot regarding the weight restriction on the Bridge on Durham Road.  The outcome of the conversation is that the Township will need to get overweight permits.  Jim Diedzic asked if there is a cost for obtaining said permits.  Tim Edinger asked if it makes a difference with the load that you are carrying.  Paul Allena asked who is responsible for the tree trimming in the Township.  Ron Heinrich asked if the township has to use the bridge on Durham Road, if the Township had to pay for the spouting on the Public Works Building that was just replaced and if the pond at the building works.  
Zoning Office Report - Rich read the report for the month of November, 2010.  
Rich stated that the next Zoning Hearing Board Meeting will be on Wednesday, January 5, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. The following will be heard: 

1.
Mark T. Camden, 795 South Delaware Drive, Variance Relief 

Rich further stated that the Zoning Hearing Board will hold a Special Meeting on Thursday, January 13, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. to hear Haldan P. Ballek, 360 Ballek Road, Riegelsville PA - A substantive and Procedural Challenge to Williams Township Zoning Amendment – Continuance.

Planning Commission Report – None

Land Preservation Report – No one from Land Preservation attended the meeting to give a report.  The next meeting will be held on December 20, 2010 at 7:00 p.m.

Recreation Board - Ray stated that he spoke with John Cusick at the County regarding the grant money.  Debbie stated that she talked with Gordon Heller, he said he is working on it and that we would not have the money until possibly early January 2011. Ray stated that their next meeting will be in January and Karen Williamson will be attending that meeting to explain the Recreation Plan.

Landfill Advisory Committee – Susan Reed read the December report.  She stated there were 11 odor events, 7 investigated and 1 confirmed.  Susan advised the Board that the committee is sending a letter to DEP to ask for their advice on how best to minimize the opportunity for odorous deliveries to the Chrin Landfill, perhaps starting at the source.  George Washburn and Louise Sipos will develop a cleanup committee for litter along Morgan Hill on an on-going basis.  Kathy Lilley asked if trees can be planted near the residents that are living in a solid waste zone.  George felt this issue can be addressed at the Advisory Committee Meeting.  
Sewer Advisory Committee – Dan Cwynar stated that they did not have a meeting in November and the committee’s next meeting will be on Wednesday, December 15, 2010 at 9:00 a.m. 
Budget Advisory Committee – Paul Allena gave the report for December.  Paul stated that the committee developed and adopted both short and long term goals for the year.  He further stated that the Committee looks forward to working in 2011 to continue to develop a fiscally sound budget for the Township.  
Engineering report – Tim gave his report for December 2010 and updated the Board on the following projects:
Woodside Development – Stated that a meeting has been scheduled for next week with a representative of Surety and Indemnity Company.  
Brandau Draining Issue – Stated that he met with the Township on Tuesday and the Township Solicitor will be responding. 
Chrin Sports Complex – Limited site work has been started.
Solicitor Report - Jonathan stated the litigation with Morgan Hill Golf Course and a Township resident has reached a settlement to revise their stormwater facilities.  Tim’s office has reviewed the revisions and there are two agreements in front of the Board tonight for approval.  Jonathan went on to say that the Inspection Fee Escrow Agreement would cover the Township engineering costs related to the inspections of the construction of those provisions to the facilities and the Stormwater Best Management Practices and Operations and Maintenance Agreement is between the Township and the Golf Course, obligating the Golf Course to maintain those facilities and allowing the Township the right to inspect them and require maintenance.  If they refuse the Township would have the right but not the obligation to go on the property and make those repairs and charge said repairs to the property owner.  The Stormwater Best Management document will get recorded at the recorder of deeds office.   George asked for a motion.  Sally made a motion to pass an inspection fee, escrow agreement and the Stormwater Best Management Practice which would allow the Township to inspect and maintain the facilities if the golf course does not, second by Fred.  Richard Lutz expressed his gratitude.  There being no further comments, motion carried 3-0.  

Old Business

1. SkyKing Fireworks – Release of Performance Bond – Deb stated SkyKing has their release from PennDot and that they have asked that their Performance Bond in the amount of $241,690.05 be released.  George asked for a motion.  Fred asked if any monies have been released prior to this request.  Debbie answered no.  Fred made the motion to release the Performance Bond for SkyKing Fireworks in the amount of $241,690.05, second by Sally.  There being no comments, motion carried 3-0.
2.  2011 Animal Service Agreement – Debbie asked the Board if they want to move forward with the contract.  Debbie stated that we have $2,000.00 in the 2011 budget for the Center but if we give them a flat rate of $2,000.00 it will go against the contract.  Jonathan stated they have a provision on their contract that if you cross anything out the contract is null and void.  After a brief discussion regarding authorized officers to bring in animals, George asked for a motion.  Sally made a motion to approve the contract with the Center for Animal Health and Welfare indicating that the Animal Control Officer is authorized to bring stray dogs and cats to the Center, second by Fred.  There being no comments, motion carried 3-0.
3.  Rapp Pallet Land Development – Debbie stated that Rapp Pallet was given to the end of the year to start their process with their permit and to have their plan recorded and pay their fees, which has not been done.  Since that time the State passed a law that will give them an extension until 2013.  Debbie further stated that they owe the Township over $10,000.00 for engineering fees.  Sally asked if a lien can be put against their property.  Jonathan stated that if the Township had a Professional Services Agreement signed they would be able to collect.  Jonathan stated that if they come to the Township with the understanding that they are ready to proceed, his recommendation would be to not sign anything until all their fees are paid to date.
4.  Harold Roth – Minor Subdivision Resolution 2007-13 Extension – Jonathan stated that the realty is based on prior discussion they have an extension until July 2013.
5.   Chrin Permit Modification – A discussion was held regarding the procedures which DEP follows during permit modification applications and the Local Municipal Involvement Process.  It was stated that an email was received from Mr. Tomayko of DEP that spelled out the entire process and a meeting that will be held the first quarter of 2011.  It was noted that there was an oversight on the part of DEP which they will remedy.  George feels the issue is with the Township spending money and the problem not being brought to our attention from Rick Bodner but from a citizen.  Sally stated that our engineers were given direction to look at the Chrin permit and not at the DEP process.  She further went on to say that our engineers were asked to comment and the Township received two very thorough letters from both of our engineering firms.  George questioned the responsibilities of who makes sure DEP is following procedures and the Law.  Sally stated if we need to designate someone than a motion needs to be made.  George asked Jonathan when a permit modification is received if he would review same to make sure that DEP is doing what is required by the regulations and codes.  
New Business - 

1.  Appeals of Morgan Hill Golf Club, LLC – Jonathan stated that the golf club has filed five separate tax parcel appeals from the 2011 tax assessment to the Northampton County Court of Common Pleas. He stated as a taxing entity the Township has the right to participate in the appeals and an appearance in your behalf can be entered.  Debbie stated that the appeals total $3,019.00.  The Board decided that they do not want to participate.
2.  PA DOT Municipal Resolution for online Recording - Resolution 2010-18 – Debbie stated this is so that we can file Liquid Fuels on line.  George asked for a motion.  Sally made a motion to approve Municipal Resolution 2010-18 for on line recording, second by Fred.  There being no comments, motion carried 3-0.
3.  Grading Ordinance – Jonathan stated that Tim and Rich have worked on revising the Grading Ordinance.  It is in front of the Board for approval for advertising and to send to both Planning Commissions.  George asked for a motion to authorize the advertisement and to send the Ordinance to the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission and Williams Township Planning Commission.  Sally made the motion, second by Fred.  Jonathan stated it will be on the agenda for February.  There being no comments, motion carried 3-0.
Debbie stated that we received an email from Jeff McGuire stating that he will be stepping down from the Land Preservation Board.  Debbie said that we have received an application from an interested resident.  It was decided to put the position opening on the website and address same at the re-organization meeting in January.
Supervisors Report – None
Supervisors Comments

Sally thanked all the Boards and Committees of Williams Township.  

Fred stated that it has been a learning year for everyone.
George thanked the three committees and said he appreciated everyone's participation.

Audience comments

1.
Richard Lutz – Formally thanked the board for there empathy and their concern in mitigating his situation.

2.
Kathy Lilley – Asked that Mr. Bodner not be re-elected and to look into T & M Associates in his place.
3.
Paul Allena – Thanked the Board and the Staff and stated it was a learning experience. Also feels LINCS is a good idea and hopes that Chrin will be a donor of the wall.
4.
David Brooman – Stated that Chrin handles our trash in this region safely and introduced Joe, the engineer at Chrin and stated he will be attending the Landfill Advisory Committee meetings.

Fred asked for a motion to adjourn.  Fred made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:05 p.m., second by Sally.  Motion carried 3-0.







Respectfully submitted,







MELODY A. ASHMORE, SECRETARY
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