Williams Township Board of Supervisors

November 9, 2005

The regular monthly meeting of the Williams Township Board of Supervisors, 655 Cider Press Road, Easton, PA 18042 was held on the above date and called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairman John Cusick. John led the audience in the pledge to the flag. Others present were Supervisor Robert Doerr, Township Solicitor Brian Monahan, Township Engineer David Harte, Township Manager Deborah Patterson, Public Works Director, Michael Strawn, and Township Secretary, Jennifer Freidl.  Supervisor, Robert Helm, was absent.

John asked for approval of the previous meeting minutes of October 11, 2005, October 18, 2005, and November 1, 2005.  John made motion, second by Bob, carried 2-0.


Debbie presented the expenses for the month.  John asked for motion to approve expenses in General Fund in the amount of $118,942.64; Subdivision Expenses in the amount of $9,533.50, Driveway Escrow Releases in the amount of $4,500.00; and Liquid Fuel Expenses in the amount of $99,175.00.  Bob made motion, second by John, carried 2-0.  
Manager's Report
Debbie stated that John Cusick, David Harte and herself attended a ceremony which Governor Rendell and other Delaware River Joint Toll Bridge Commission dignitaries presented Williams Township with a cardboard check in the amount of $430,590.00. John graciously accepted on the behalf of Williams Township. 

The War Memorial is moving along nicely and we are told that it is expected to be complete before the end of the year. Glen Zimpher gives weekly updates as to the progress. 


Debbie stated that as a reminder, the next COG meeting is scheduled for November 16, 2005 where Palmer Township will serve as the host for the meeting.


Debbie reminded everyone that the next Land Preservation Board Meeting is scheduled for November 21, 2005 at 7:00pm here in this building, Fritz Brock of the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission will be speaking about the LVPC Natural Areas Inventory and how the township might use this resource in future planning in Williams Township. We have requested the all sitting boards attend this meeting as well as any interested residents.


Debbie stated that the Belfast State Police responded back and said that they need a new facility in a more centrally located area.   


John Cusick, Brian Monahan and Debbie attended a workshop meeting with the Wilson Area School District to discuss future planning of large developments within each municipality within the school district and what recourse the district has for expansion at each school.

Correspondence

Debbie received a letter from the Wilson Area School District is which they noted the School Board passed a resolution pursuant to Act 153 of 1996, Title 32 P.S. Section 5007, in which the exemption of certain real property from further millage increases was approved. It becomes effective July 1, 2006. There are two requirements that are contained in the resolution:

a. Only real property parcels whose open space property interests have been acquired by Williams Township and/or the County of Northampton pursuant to Act 153 of 1996 and real property parcels subject to an easement under the Act of June 30, 1981 (P.L. 128, NO.43) are eligible to participate under the resolution.


b. On or before April 30th of each year, Williams Township must provide written notice to the District of the properties that are eligible for the millage rate freeze. If written notification is not received, those properties will lose exemption of the freeze for the next succeeding school year which begins on July 1. (Please see the attached Resolution)

Debbie received an e-mail from Jeff Mcguire requesting that the Township use Account #451.380 (Non-Governmental Org) for a donation of $1000.00 to the Mariton. He also suggested that this same budget line item be increased for 2006 to facilitate a larger donation to Mariton next year. 

Debbie received a letter from the Mary Meuser Library requesting $20,500.00 in funding for the 2006 Budget. This would be a $4,000.00 increase over 2005. 

Debbie received a letter for Jess Murray indicating that at the end of 2005, he wishes to resign as Auditor.
Public Works Facility/Public Works

Debbie, Bob Helm, Mike Strawn and all other Public Works Employees met with The Martinson Group at which time there were two schematics which depicted possible location and building diagram for the new facility. They also presented the township with estimates to build this facility. There is more work that needs to be done before a formal presentation is made to the Board as well as the Planning Commission as a Land Development Plan.


Debbie indicated that we have received bills from Merkin and Mobile Repair for extensive truck repair. Truck #2 and Truck #11 have bills that total $3,639.94. These repairs are due to not being taken care of the last few years due to a lack in regular truck maintenance. The trucks needed immediate repair for the upcoming snow season. Truck #6  has not worked properly since it was delivered. Repairs have been made, which were covered under warranty. 
Recreation

Debbie and Ray Abert met with Scott McCaffrey from Qualite to do a light meter test in relation to the field lighting and David Brotzmans’ property line. To date we have not received that final report. When the report is received, it will be forwarded to the Board as well as Mr. Brotzman. 
Debbie asked for approval to renew the contract with TruGreen ChemLawn for Grub Control; Bed/Weed Control; Vegetation Control for all fields at an annual cost of $3,429.00.  John asked for motion to approve the renewal of the contract with TruGreen ChemLawn at an annual cost of $3,429.00.  Bob made motion, second by John, carried 2-0.
 2006 Budget

Debbie presented each of the Supervisors a very preliminary by line item 2006 Budget for your review and comment. Salary increases and projects were included as well.  
Public Works Report – Mike Strawn gave his report for October 2005.
Zoning Office Report – Rich Adams gave his report for October 2005.

Fire Report –  Jeff Murray gave his report for October 2005.
Emergency Squad Report – Kyle Sherman gave his report for October 2005.  
Planning Commission Report – Sally Hixon gave her report for October 2005. 
1.
Ortelli Self Storage – Land Development – Self-Storage Units – Resolution 2005-26
The Planning Commission moved to recommend approval to the Board of Supervisors of this Land Development Plan. The only inquiry by John was with regard to the septic.  Ron Madison stated that currently they will have on lot septic.  Mr. Madison stated that if an agreement is reached, they will try to hook up to public sewage.  John asked for motion to approve Resolution 2005-26 for Ortelli Self Storage.  Bob made motion, second by John, carried 2-0.

a. Approval of Planning Module for New Land Development – Resolution No. 2005-27 – Ortelli Self Storage
John asked for motion to approve Planning Module – Resolution 2005-27.  Bob made motion, second by John, carried 2-0.
Recreation Board Report – Ray Abert gave his report for October 2005.           
Land Preservation Board Report – Alan Kirby gave the report for October 2005.  
Engineer Report 
1.
Cedar Park – Building Permit Request
A request was made for a building permit for the strip mall center. It was stated that tenants are lined up and they wish to be in business by May.  In order to accommodate this, they have agreed to pave the road leading to the strip mall center to Township specifications, and when the entire project is complete, they will rip out the paved areas and re-pave.  It was indicated that they are in the process of obtaining the necessary PennDOT permit. John asked for motion to approve the building permit request to construct a strip mall center at Cedar Park.  Bob made motion, second by  John carried 2-0.

2.
Bougher Hill Estate III – Draw Release


Dave asked for a draw release for $11,674.74.  John questioned the storm water runoff issues.  Dave indicated that this issue is being addressed.  John asked for motion to reduce bond by $11,674.74, leaving a balance of $89,095.75.  Bob made motion, second by John, carried 2-0.
3.
Moran Hill Phase 1 – Draw Release
Dave indicated that there was a remaining balance in the amount of $98,250.00 on the grading bond that was used for initial earthwork.  Country Classics requested that these funds be returned.  Dave indicated that was appropriate.  John made motion to reduce the bond by $98,250.00, leaving a zero balance.  Bob made motion, second by John, carried 3-0.
4.
Fema Regulations – Ordinance 2001-1
a. Schoenagel Family – Canal Road - Variance Request  
Michael Schoenagel stated that due to layout of his house, the only ideal solution is to move the furnace into his daughter’s bedroom, which is the only room with direct access to the chimney.  Another option would be to perform a major reconfiguration of the first floor. 

Dave stated that there are issues on Canal Road.  He said that several months ago there was a meeting with an Engineer from FEMA. They stated that the Floodplain Ordinance must be followed.  Dave said this issue is not appropriate for Supervisors to grant any variance.  Dave said that is the purpose of the ordinance.  Unless they are here with written documentation from FEMA, there is nothing the Supervisors can do.
Bob D. stated that we subject ourselves as a Township if we approve things that are counter to FEMA’s regulations.  John suggested that we set up a meeting with FEMA.

b. Elizabeth Weaver – Canal Road – Variance Request

Ms. Weaver indicated that she is experiencing some of the same issues as the Schoenagles.  She indicated that she would like to be involved in any conversations the Township has with FEMA.
Correspondence - None

Old Business
1. Amendment to Grading Ordinance  
The amendment to the Grading Ordinance removes the provision that gives the Manager to apply or not apply the Grading Ordinance for more than 10 acres. John asked for motion to approve Ordinance 2005-6 Amending the Grading Ordinance.  Bob made motion, second by John, carried 2-0. 
2. Crivellaro – Purchase of Sewer Capacity – Resolution 2005-28
This is a Resolution of the Board providing for the purchase and sale of sewage cpacity upon approval of the Easton Area Joint Sewer Authority from Fred Crivellaro and Constance Crivellaro for transfer to the Township of Forks for consideration of $6.80 per gallon.  Brian indicated that another resolution will be made at the next meeting purchasing the sewage capacity outright from Fred and Constance Crivellaro.  John asked for motion approving Resolution 2005-28.  Bob made motion, second by John, carried 3-0. 
New Business 
1.
Truck Bid Approval 
This bid was for the 1985 Autocar Dump Truck.  Six bids were received, RES Associates being highest bidder.  The bids are as follows:

1. RES Associates, Inc.- $6,750.00

2. Richard Fauth & Son - $4,779.00

3. Kieper Trucking - $3,550.00

4. Randy Lippincott - $3,500.00

5. Devino Used Trucks - $3,233.00
6. Koplin Farms - $1,555.00
John asked for motion to approve the bid RES Associates in the amount of $6,750.00. Bob made motion, second by John, carried 2-0.

2.
Michelle Gardner – Fox Creek 
The residents of Fox Creek are requesting that Williams Township stand behind and support the homeowners of their development mandating The Elliott Building Group by either pulling their existing building permits or refusing any additional permits until they have completed their work or commitments to the existing homeowners at Fox Creek.  The residents stated that The Elliott Building Group has shown that they have no interest in completing work that needs to be finished at their properties.  The residents are requesting the Township’s support in getting The Elliott Building Group’s attention and have them be responsible for any for that needs to be completed.  Brian indicated that he will look into the matter.  
 
3.
Exoneration List Approval 
This is an Exoneration List for the Per Capita Tax.  John asked for motion to approve the Exoneration List.  Bob made motion, second by John, carried 2-0.
4.
Office Software Proposal/Approval

Jenn asked for the Board’s approval in new office software.  The first being for the sewer billing that we will soon be undertaking.  Jenn asked to approve Harris Computer Systems as they come highly recommended from surrounding municipalities.  John asked for motion to approve Harris Computer Systems Utility Billing Software in an amount of $11,555.00, plus travel and lodging and an annual maintenance fee of $1,120.00.  Bob made motion, second by John, carried 2-0.  

Jenn also asked that our current accounting and finance program be upgraded through Harris Computer Systems as well.  She stated that our current program is a DOS program and that it should be upgraded.  John made motion to approve Harris Computer Systems Accounting/Finance Program in the amount of $12,335.00, plus travel and lodging, and an annual maintenance fee of $1,775.00.  Bob made motion, second by John, carried 2-0.
Audience Comments
1. Tom and Helen Repsher – wants to be involved in the discussions with FEMA previously discussed.

2. Elizabeth Weaver – inquired about a Hazard Mitigation Plan.

3. Ray Abert – Questioned about the Curative Amendment.  Wanted to know what happens now that two new supervisors will take seat.  Brian said that we are trying to resolve this issue so we don’t have to start again from the beginning.

4. Linda Heindel – Commented on the Memorial

5. Pete Andreson – Wanted to know why we are going through PennDOT to clean the culverts when Country Classics offered that they would clean them out.  Dave said that a meeting was held with representative from PennDOT, Country Classics, and the Senator’s Office.  Dave indicated that PennDOT agreed to take some of responsibility and will continue to perform maintenance on culverts.  
6. Richard Lutz  - Gave an update on his concerns with Morgan Hill Golf.
John asked for motion to adjourn.  Bob made motion, second by John, carried 2-0. 
9:30 PM

 




Respectfully Submitted,






Jennifer L. Freidl





Township Secretary
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