Williams Township Board of Supervisors

November 14, 2007

The monthly meeting of the Williams Township Board of Supervisors, 655 Cider Press Road, Easton, PA 18042 was held on the above date and called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson Sally Hixson.  Sally led the audience in the pledge to the flag.  Others present were Supervisor Fred Mebus, Supervisor Robert Doerr, Township Solicitor Brian Monahan, Township Engineer David Harte, Township Manager Deborah Patterson, Township Public Works Director Michael Strawn, Zoning Officer Richard Adams and Township Secretary Melody Ashmore.  

Sally announced executive sessions were held October 16, 2007, Host Negotiations, 
October 17, 2007, pending Legal Issues, November 7, 2007, Host Negotiations and November 13, 2007, Host Negotiations with DEP.
Sally asked the Board if they had any corrections they would like made to the Minutes of October 10, 2007.  There being none, a motion was made by Fred and second by Bob to approve the minutes as presented.  Carried 3-0.

Sally asked the Board if they had any corrections they would like made to the Budget Minutes of October 23, 2007.  There being none, a motion was made by Fred and second by Bob to approve the minutes as presented.  Carried 3-0.

EXPENSES/APPROVAL OF BILLS
Debbie read before the Board for approval the following expenses:  General Fund Expenses $138,203.02; Subdivision Expenses to Dave Harte in the amount of $5,512.50 and to Brian Monahan in the amount of $723.00; Sewage Expenses (Joe Black) in the amount of $780.00; and Driveway Escrow Releases in the amount of $2,250.00 (Kenneth & Cleo Eck $250.00, Bozena Debak, $1,500.00 and Elizabeth Weaver, $500.00).  Sally asked the Board if they had any questions with regard to the Expense Reports or the Bills.  There being no questions, Bob made the motion to approve the Expense Report of November 14, 2007 and the Bills as presented, second by Fred.  Carried 3-0.  

Manager’s Report 

Debbie stated that there has been notification received that through the Pennsylvania Municipal Retirement System (Township Pension Plan) the Township has earned interest in the amount of $10,620.22.  Debbie recommended to the Board that the money be credited in the following manner:  $6,720.40 credited to the Municipal Account (employer contributions) and $3,899.82 credited to the Retired Members’ Reserve Account (member and municipal money set aside to pay benefits for the plan’s retirees).  Sally asked Bob and Fred if they had any questions.  There being none, Fred made a motion to credit the $6,720.40 to the Municipal account and $3,899.82 to the Retired Members’ Reserve Account, second by Bob.  Carried 3-0.
Debbie stated that recently we met with Brown and Brown of Lehigh Valley with regard to discussing the coverage the Township has with the possibility of increasing some of our coverage for Valuable Papers, Umbrella and Public Officials.  The coverage of the Valuable Papers with a $500,000 Limit ($500.00 deductible) would be an additional $315.00; $750,000 limit would be an additional $474.00 and $1,000,000 limit would be an additional $631.00.  The Commercial Umbrella, $7M limit would be an additional $1,035.00; $8M limit additional $1,553.00 and a $10M limit with an additional amount of $2,588.00  Currently we have $5M for 4,356.00.  The Public Officials will not offer higher limits at this time.  Sally stated that we talked about the paper value and the importance of that after the one Municipality had a fire in their building.  Fred asked Debbie if that covers time to recover records.  Bob made a motion to increase our coverage for Valuable Papers up to $500,000.00 limit with a $500.00 deductible and we increase our Commercial Umbrella Policy up to an $8M limit for an additional $1,553.00, second by Fred.  Carried 3-0.
Other Business:

Debbie stated to the Board that William Hughes has completed his probationary period as the Public Works Foreman.  It is Debbie’s recommendation that Mr. Hughes be upgraded to the full rate of pay of $19.11 effective November 19, 2007.  Fred made a motion that we upgrade Mr. Hughes rate of pay to $19.11 an hour effective November 19, 2007, second by Bob.  Carried 3-0.

Debbie commented that Mr. Daniel Reddington from the Mary Meuser Library is with us tonight.  Mr. Reddington presented the Board with the proposed budget of 2008 and spoke briefly about the statistic of the library and told the audience that they had a wonderful year in 2006 circulating over 49,000 items up from 41,000 the previously year.  Mr. Reddington stated that he is very pleased to see the usage that the community has made with the resources available.  Through the efforts of Natasha Stanton a grant was secured for family place library services.  Those monies are being used to create a family space in the library for parents.  Sally thanked Mr. Reddington for coming to the meeting.

Sally asked Debbie for a status on Municipal Directory and Maps.  Debbie stated that Katie is working on setting that up so that we can get something out by April.
Public Works Report – Michael Strawn read his report for October 10, 2007 to November 14, 2007. 

Zoning Office Report - Rich read his report for the month of October, 2007.  Rich stated that the next Zoning Hearing Board meeting will be on December 5, 2007 at 7:00 p.m.  The following will be heard:


1.
LEJEUNE ASSOCIATES, LTD – 51 HILTON STREET – VARIANCE RELIEF

Rich commented that we are currently working on creating an Ordinance to set up some kind of control for solid fuel burning boilers.  Rich further stated that we are also looking into creating an Ordinance to ban commercial sales in temporary structures such as tents and fireworks.
Planning Commission Report – Alan Kirby stated that there are two recommendations for approval:

1.
PALLADINO SUBDIVISION – Raubsville Road/Williams Church Road- 2 Lot Minor Subdivision.
2.
OPEN SPACE PLAN/RATING CRITERIA.
Mr. and Mrs. Palladino were present along with their engineer.  The engineer gave a brief description of the project which is a 2 Lot Minor Subdivision.  Dave Harte commented that everything is in order and that the applicant was very cooperative with the Planning Commission. Sally stated that we give them until February 28, 2008 to comply with all requirements in the Resolution.  Sally asked for a motion.  Bob made a motion to approve Francis and Joseph Palladino, Two Lot Minor Subdivision, Raubsville Road and Williams Church Road, Resolution 2007-21, second by Fred.  Carried 3-0. 

Land Preservation Board Report – Jeff McGuire read the minutes from the October 15, 2007.  Jeff commented that during the recent election he received a mailer from Frank Korpics and he wanted to address an inaccurate statement that was in that mailing.  The mailer mentions a 14 acre parcel up for open space development rights purchased for $150,000.00.  Jeff commented that the reality is that we have all these things appraised first before we move forward.  This particular property actually appraised for $70,000.00 not $150,000.00.  We have applied to State DCNR and the County Open Space Program for funding.  The County has approved our application and if both are successful the cost to the Township will be about $8,000.00. Jeff further stated that he just wanted to clear up any misunderstandings.  

Recreation Board Report - Ray Abert read the report for the November 1, 2007 meeting. 

Ray mentioned that he has met with Scott McCaffrey regarding putting up the last light pole and wanted to know if he needed approval from the Board.  Sally asked Brian if we need to do anything to get a bid on the light.  Sally asked Fred and Bob if they had any problems.  There being none, Sally asked for a motion for Ray to get a bid on another light pole.  Bob made a motion to give the Recreation Board permission to solicit for bids for another light to correct visibility issue, second by Fred.  Carried 3-0.  
Ray further mentioned that a couple of counselors from the summer recreation program wanted to know if they could just send a letter of interest stating that they would like to be hired the following year for the position instead of filling out and application.  Debbie stated that would be fine and they should send them to Debbie’s attention.
Debbie commented that she has two proposals from Haggerty for replacing the tennis court chain link fence at the Raubsville Park and also the Backstop at the North end of the Athletic complex at the Williams Township Park.  Debbie will give Ray a copy of both proposals.
Sally asked Ray about the Recreation Board doing a walking tour with the two recreation complexes, Raubsville and Williams Township and making a list of what the Board felt needed to be done.   Ray stated they did walk the parks and a list was made, but did not bring it because he is more concerned about getting the bleachers built that were promised and also have the infield of the small field worked on.  Ray stated that at the Raubsville Park the walkway is cracking.  Debbie commented that last week someone from our insurance company come out and did a safety inspection. They found that the kitchen suppression system at the recreation building has not been inspected since it was put in.  Debbie will call and have that inspected and if there are repairs that need to be done, the athletic association will be contacted.  The other issue was the one at the firehouse and they are working on theirs.  
Sally commented that the Sportsman Club did the canoe trip in the summer and is hoping that after the first of the year the recreation board, together with Mark and Bill Weidner can get together and come up with some activities for the kids that are not in sports.  There are kids in our community that athletics is really not for them and maybe we can develop some other activities.  Sally further stated that we are trying to do something for the senior citizens in the Township using the old municipal building.  They talked about starting with a speaker and bus trips.  We can put something on our website and also in our next newsletter to try and get some senior citizens together and form a committee.
Engineer Report 

1.
DRJTB Signal – Dave stated that we received two bids yesterday and he gave the supervisors a letter dated November 14, 2007 recommending that they award the project to Telco, the lowest bidder in the amount of $288,534.50.  Sally asked for a motion.  Fred made a motion to award the I-78 interchange Traffic Light Bid to Telco in the amount of $288,534.50, second by Bob.  Carried 3-0.
2.
Chrin Landfill – Dave stated there was an Engineer status meeting on October 24, 2007 and an inspection on November 7, 2007.
3.
Public Works Building – Dave stated that construction has started and the public works crew have put in discharge pipes.  We have been approving drawings and they should be on site in two weeks.  Dave further stated that we have change order number one for the public works facility for approval in the amount of $35,055.45.  This request change was required between drawings that we did.  There were quite a few deductions of site work and the drawings that were approved by the County in our permit and some things that needed to be added.  Dave stated they have reviewed the change orders with the contractors and are confident with those changes.  Sally asked if the original plan was what needed to be changed.  Dave stated yes.  Sally asked Debbie to keep a record of the changes made to the original plan and cost.  Dave stated that the changes were related to the additions and deductions to the site work relative to the ENS and stormwater permit.  Sally asked for a motion.  Fred made a motion to approve $35,055.45 to change order for the excavation work for the public works building and to authorize Debbie to sign same, second by Bob.  Carried 3-0.
4.
TNT Draw Release – Dave stated that TNT has requested to reduce the amount of their bond for construction.  We performed an inspection and there are minor items that can be taken care of under maintenance.  Dave further stated that he would recommend the release of the remaining amount on their bond of $186,157.26 subject to them correcting the three punchlist items and supplying the Township with a Maintenance Bond in the amount of $98,398.91.  Sally asked Bob and Fred if they have any questions.  There being none, Bob made a motion to reduce the performance bond in the amount of $186,157.26 based upon developer agreeing to complete the three punchlist items as stated in the November 14, 2007, and post a maintenance bond in the amount of $98,398.91 for a period of 18 months, second by Fred.  Carried 3-0.    
Josh Weinstein asked if it is possible to also resolve the issue of the temporary wooden frame construction sign?  Sally stated that she has no problem with that.  Dave stated that is usually dealt with through Rich, but we can certainly include same.  Fred made a motion that we add item 4 to the punchlist for the removal of the contractor’s sign, second by Bob.  Carried 3-0.
Dave commented on a memo dated November 14, 2007, regarding Belmont Street Flooding, Hilton Street-Moss Site Land Development (formerly Rapp Pallet) Smith Brothers Property.  Dave had discussed with Mike Strawn the possibility of a storm sewer beneath the Smith Buildings.  After researching same at the Northampton County Courthouse, a plan was recovered from 1976 showing the storm sewer that was constructed beneath the building owned by Mr. Smith.  This is an existing municipal storm sewer.  Dave is looking for direction from the Supervisors as to whether the Public Works crew should go out on the end of Belmont and Line Streets and look for this storm sewer.  Secondly, decide how to deal with this issue as Mr. Smith has been working around his property and the drainage pattern has been blocked and stormwater cannot flow freely. Sally asked Brian if a motion needs to be made.  Brian stated you should give them direction and have them report back to the Board.
Solicitors Report – Brian stated that one matter to be brought before the Board is the property on Tumble Creek Road owned by Mr. Fritzinger, the former Wright’s property, near Island Park.  There was a zoning application for a variance to allow a three residential unit occupancy and conversion of a barn.  The zoning hearing board allowed relief for 3 units and the Supervisors directed Brian to appeal.  We appealed before a Court and Judge Maran sent the matter back for the Zoning Hearing Board to write a better opinion.  That was done and another appeal was filed.  Judge Maran allowed the relief that the Zoning Hearing Board gave.  Brian stated he would like direction from the Board as to whether to proceed to file an appeal to Commonwealth Court or to let the matter lie. Sally stated that her opinion is to let the matter lie. All three Supervisors agreed that there was no need to pursue same any further.  Rich stated that the current owner has no intention to make it an apartment building but would like to finish the second floor so that his daughter can move in there.  Fred commented that if someone is living there, it is considered an apartment.  Sally asked for a motion to tell our Solicitor to not proceed with any legal activity concerning the Fritzinger case.  Bob made a motion, second by Fred.  Carried 3-0.

Old Business
1.
OPEN SPACE PLAN/RATING CRITERIA – Brian stated  that the Land Preservation Board appeared before the Planning Commission with an application to amend our Open Space Plan pursuant to Act 153 which is the Open Space Land Acquisition and Preservation Law.  The Land Preservation Board found the rating criteria deficient after attempting to apply the criteria that was prepared back in 2002 or 2003 to existing land.  Brian stated that in order to amend the plan we need to pass a Resolution.  Jeff McGuire stated that the rating criteria helped distinguish between farmland and natural areas as they are quite different.  It was hard to rate different types of property with one criteria.  Heritage Conversancy helped to develop a new set of criteria to actually separate farmland natural preservation and natural areas.  After a brief discussion, Jeff McGuire stated that we want to focus our attention to the properties that are the most interesting by criteria.  We wanted to make sure that we look at farmland preservation applications in the same way as the County.  Bob stated that not all land is created equal in value and is based upon appraisals that are conducted by an appraisal company.  Halden Ballek questioned the appraisal value.  Bob stated to Halden Ballek that we can not tell you why one has a certain value stated in the appraisal because we are not the appraisers.  Bob further stated that the County Farmland Preservation Board has changed their guidelines to allow Townships to participate with them.  It is important that they have a rating criteria that is in line with the County because they are going to be merging money.  Sally stated that if a farm in Williams Township is applied to the Northampton County Farm Preservation Board and ranked high, and an appraisal would come along, we can help put money aside to preserve that particular farm.  Whereas, before we were not allowed to do that.  Sally asked for a motion to pass Resolution 2007-22, Approving Amendment To Williams Township Open Space Plan.  Bob made a motion, second by Fred.  Carried 3-0.
2.
Act 4/Realty Transfer Tax – Brian stated that Act 4 Open Space Land Acquisition and Preservation Law or Act 153 was amended in late 2006 by the State legislator.  That amendment allows for a millage freeze on preserved land after enactment by a Resolution in the case of the School District and in an Ordinance in the case of the County and or Township.  All the taxing bodies need to pass some type of legislation in order to freeze millage on preserved land.  Prior to that the School District was the only entity that had to take action in order to freeze millage.  In October of 2005 a Resolution was presented to the Wilson Area School District that they signed to freeze millage on property.  Recently a letter was received from the school district stating that the Wolfe property would not qualify for a millage freeze because we did not enact legislation.  Brian further stated that he has prepared an Ordinance and it will appear on the December 12, 2007 agenda.  Brian further stated that he has written a letter to the school district solicitor indicating that the Wolfe property is preserved, legislation was in place and Act 4 is not retroactive, its perspective.  If the request is not honored then we will ask for an exoneration which will require the school district to pay back the millage.  
Realty Transfer Tax - Brian stated that we received a letter about a year ago asking for a revision of our real estate transfer tax collection Ordinance which was done and passed.  Brian further stated that he believes there were revisions in the Ordinance that allowed the Pennsylvania Department of Revenue to act as a collection agent.  We have received a letter from Ann from the recorder of deeds and Brian will meet with her to see if there was a problem with the Ordinance which we passed.  Debbie stated that she believes they are  asking that we adopt a Resolution or amendment to our Ordinance to include a provision for imposing interest on delinquent real estate transfer tax at the same interest rate applicable to the State.  Brian stated that this will also be put on the December 12, 2007 agenda.
New Business – 
1.
2008 Budget Proposal – Debbie stated that the Supervisors have been given a copy of the draft proposed budget for 2008 which does not include the tax increase for 2008. Bottom line budget is $7.4 million dollars, that includes our public works facility.  Fred stated besides the public works facility the other item that makes the budget inflated is the I-78 traffic signals.  Debbie stated that the budget also includes increases in salaries for non union employees at 4.5 percent.  As far as the earned income tax and open space it is estimated that we will receive almost 1 million as income.  Debbie stated that the budget will be advertised by Friday, November 16, 2007 and will also be available for public view at the Municipal Building.  We are hoping to adopt said budget at the December 12, 2007 meeting.  Debbie further stated that with the budget we will have an excess carry over of not quite 1.2 million as excess funding.
2.
Two Rivers Mutual Aid Agreement – Public Works Emergencies - Fred stated that it is a mutual aid agreement for public works if we encounter a natural disaster such as flooding of the Delaware River.  With an agreement in place we have the ability to bill FEMA for the use of our men and equipment to aid adjoining municipalities.  Sally commented that the Agreement does not have anything to do with the emergency services.  Sally asked for a motion.  Fred made a motion to approve with the Two River COG the Public Works Mutual Aid Agreement, second by Bob.  Carried 3-0.
3.
Approve McBrien Funding – Bob stated that the McBrien property is 38 acres off of Raubsville Road and joins the Horth property. It gives access to the Horth property from a different direction.  The three primary funding partners and the amounts are DCNR, $150,000.00, County of Northampton $157,500.00 and Williams Township $27,500.00.  There is a public access component to the property.  The Township maintains the option of creating trails through the property and maintaining said trails if they wish to do so.  Bob made a motion to approve the funding for the McBrien parcel for a total of $27,500.00 and to direct Sally to sign the Agreement, second by Fred.  Carried 3-0.  Debbie stated the closing is in early December of 2007.
4.
Approve Horth Funding – Bob stated that the Horth property is a 221 acre parcel accessed off Route 611.  This took a long time, because the programs were being developed while this was being applied for and the negotiation period was long.  We are about to close on this property December 10, 2007.  Our funding partners are DCNR $349,530.00, Northampton County $300.000.00, Williams Township $250,000.00, Natural Land Trust $22,000.00 and Friends of Mariton $1,000.00. There is a public access component to the property.  Bob stated that there are certain restrictions with the property.  Sally stated that the Horth's would like to see this made into a public park.  Bob stated that it is a stunning piece of property.  Bob made a motion to approve funding to the Horth parcel for a total of $250,000.00, second by Sally.  Carried 2-0.  Fred stated that he will abstain because his property joins the Horth property.  
Bob further stated that John Cusick has helped us at the County level and thanked him for the effort that he has put in.
Tom Houser asked the Board what the Township’s contribution was on the Horth property  and what the total acquisition cost involved?  Bob said that the contribution was $250,000.00 and the acquisition cost, $922,530.00.  Mr. Houser asked if this includes the entire property.  Bob stated all but 6 acres around the house.  Mr. Houser inquired about how to access the property.  Bob stated one access is off Saylors Lane and the other from the McBrien property.  Mr. Houser asked what the public uses are for the property in the future.  Bob stated the use will be passive recreation, hiking, nature walks.  Mr. Houser asked Bob what happens when the Horth’s pass on will they continue to own the property.  Bob stated that he believes it gets disposed with the estate.  The house can be sold separate from the preserved area. Mr. Houser further asked how the taxes on that land will be treated.  Bob stated to Mr. Houser that he is not sure.  
Frank Korpics questioned the appraisals and who pays for them.  Bob stated that one appraisal was paid by the Natural Lands Trust and the other was paid by the property owner.  After a brief discussion, regarding assessments Lisa Guth commented that the tax assessment is half of what you buy the house for.  Brian stated that the County of Northampton appraises new homes based on the 1994 tax assessment and appraisers use the same formula based on 1994 assessments for new homes.  Sales on older homes that have been constructed do not change.  The assessments and taxes are completely out of control of the Supervisors.
New Business 
Debbie stated that she went with Fred to the last COG meeting and met with all the Municipalities with regard to intergovernmental comprehensive plan.  We tentatively said we were interested but need an official vote from the Board stating that you are interested to move forward with that.  Sally stated that she has no problem with being involved in a multi municipal comprehensive plan as far as being involved in meetings, workshops and conferences to see what is all involved.  Bob stated that he is certainly in agreement to talk.  Fred stated that he feels it is worth talking about.  Sally asked for a motion that we would be interested in being involved in meetings, conferences or workshops.  Fred made a motion, second by Bob.  Carried 3-0.
Supervisors Remarks 
Sally stated that we have been involved with meeting with the Chrin landfill people and feel we have some proposals that we would like to present to the public.  We are planning on having an informational meeting on December 13, 2007.  We are looking into the location, possibly the firehouse if it is available.  We had some proposals and feel we need public comments.  There will be a presentation, we will take comments, and we would like to have a 30 day comment period via email or letters up to Monday, January 14, 2008.  At the informational meeting anything presented, maps, etc. will be available at the Municipal Building for viewing.  Our proposal is to have a Special Supervisors meeting on 
January 24, 2008 in which we would consider whether we will accept these proposals or not.  We will not talk about the Chrin Landfill at this meeting or the next Supervisors meeting.  We will be advertising the meeting in the Easton Express and the Morning Call as well as our website.
Audience Comments - 

George Washburn – Will next years draft include revenue involving negotiations that apparently have already taken place regarding Chrin Landfill.  Debbie stated no.  Mr. Washburn asked Sally and Bob that both campaigned at one time to no expansions of the landfill and wanted to know if they both stand by that campaign.  Sally stated that she feels there are some really good proposals and no decisions have been made, that is why we are asking for public input.  Sally stated that she has to seriously consider the proposals.  Bob stated that he is here to listen to their proposals and agrees with Sally.  They are bringing it forth and I am not going to ignore the fact that they are here. 

John Paolini – Wanted to commend the Supervisors on the preservation of land. 

Chris Stefancin – Wanted to make the same comment as John Paolini.
Lynn Ricker – Commented that anything you can do to preserve land in this Township is a good investment.  Ms. Ricker also thanked the Board for finding a new avenue for kids that are not athletic.  Last comment is that Ms. Ricker stated she would be very disappointed to any expansion of the landfill.
Rebecca Kling of the Vintage Restaurant on Morgan Hill – wanted to express concerns about the restaurant.  Rebecca stated that they feel they are acting legally within the restaurant business.  Ms. Kling stated that no events will be booked after 11:00 p.m.  Ms. Kling also stated that she enjoys doing business in the community.  Bob stated that he wanted to thank them for coming forward and presenting the issues and hope we can work out the issues with the adjoining neighbors.

Bob Lilly – Had a question about the minutes and a creation of a permanent defined border.  Sally stated that she will not answer anything about the Chrin landfill.  Bob stated that we would like to have the proposal in front of us and like for anyone else to have all the relevant material which we do not have right now.  
Vincent Foglia – Mr. Foglia stated that the Board has had this agreement with Chrin since 1997 and said agreement has expired more than it has been in effect.  If you can not negotiate an issue without bundling, then go before an arbitrator.  He claimed that he has heard council tell the Board that it is illegal to get money from your Recreation, EMS or Fire as part of approving a developer plan.  Mr. Foglia stated that he previously gave a name of a Judge in Lackawanna County that ruled a municipality can be sued by homeowners if they expand a landfill.  Mr. Foglia stated that the informational meeting is a wonderful idea.  

Halden Ballek – Had a question as to whether the Transfer site of the landfill was settled in court.  Brian stated that there was a preceding before the zoning hearing board for relief.  Bob Sugarman was the attorney to which Brian assisted him and the matter was decided in favor of the Township by the Zoning Hearing Board and was appealed by Chrin to the Court of Common Pleas.  There was a decision by a Judge denying the relief Chrin requested and supporting the decision that was made by the Zoning Hearing Board.  
Margaret Schley – Wanted to thank Chrin and Don Hill who is an employee of Chrin who picks up the trash along Morgan Hill Road by the Golf Course.  Bob wanted to thank Margaret for picking up the trash as long as she did.
Greg Goldsmith – Appeared before the Board once again about the excessive noise at the Vintage Restaurant.  Mr. Goldsmith stated that he outlined wording in the handouts to insert in a Noise Ordinance or Nuisance Ordinance.  Mr. Goldsmith stated that he also feels a method for enforcement should be stated in the Ordinance.  Bob suggested that Rebecca and Mr. Goldsmith sit down and talk with each other to reach and agreement.  Bob stated there are limits as to what we can do as a Board with enforcement authorities that we have.   Mr. Goldsmith stated that they are in violation of the Pennsylvania State Law.  Fred stated that he can understand that during the summer months they had the tent up and music outside.  Is there a problem during the winter months when you have parties inside?  Mr. Goldsmith stated that he has not heard any noise since October 27, 2007.  Rich commented that Krista Harper, Esq. for Morgan Hill Goldf is aware that they need to apply for a special exception permit to put the tent back up.  They will need to go before Planning and Zoning.  Rich further stated that he spoke with Officer Ryan McFarland of the Pennsylvania State Police and he stated that he went to the Vintage and found no violation.  Sally stated that since they are going to go for a special exception we should wait for those results and then address it.  Sally suggested that when the golf course goes before Planning and Zoning that Mr. Goldsmith attend those meetings.
Frank Korpics – Are the appraisals available to the public.  Jeff McGuire stated that he can bring them to the Land Preservation Board meeting and they can be reviewed there.  Mr. Korpics stated that he will be putting an article in the paper thanking everyone that came out and voted and with regard to Jeff McGuire’s comment he will address his mistake as well.  Frank asked about the budget whether $750,000.00 is land preservation money.  Debbie stated that it is all part of the general funds money.  Frank stated that he sees the informational Chrin meeting as an opportunity.  
Bob Doerr stated that he would like to make a comment to Mr. Korpics.  With all do respect  whether you agree with the conclusions we reach notwithstanding we run a transparent and open Government.  You may not agree with what we say at the end of the day or the conclusions that we reach or the priorities that we have, but to imply that we are conducting some form of secret government here is just patently absurd.  Frank stated that is not what he implied.  Bob stated that is how he interpreted it.  Bob stated that Williams Township has the lowest Municipal taxes in Northampton County and has not seen a tax increase in the four years that he has been on the Board.

Tom Houser – Wanted to congratulate Sally Hixson on the recent election.  He also wanted to applaud the Supervisors that they have reached a point in which the Chrin matter will now be available to the public.  
Kathy Lilly – Commented about the informational meeting on the Chrin Landfill and appreciate that time that will be given to the public.  Spoke with regard to their taxes and school tax.  Mrs. Lilly commented that the last time the Township held a public meeting a member from the DEP stated that if they smelt an odor from the landfill they should call the 800 number.  Mrs. Lilly further stated that she can smell the odor on Thursday nights and also days when she walks with a friend from Easton.  She commented that it is wonderful that Chrin has an employee who picks up the trash along the road and gives free mulch.  Mrs. Lilly asked Sally what the plan is to deal with the odor of the existing landfill.
Margaret Schley – Stated that she lives right by the landfill and in 18 years has never smelled anything and wanted to know who smells it.  Kathy Lilly stated that she does not smell it either. 
Sally commented that she along with Debbie, have been in contact with the school superintendent and the business manager and asked to schedule more meetings and I would like to include our school board members.  We are trying to open a dialogue between the Township and school district.

There being no further business, Bob made a motion to adjourn at 9:35 p.m., second by Fred.  Carried 3-0.

 




Respectfully submitted,






Melody Ashmore






Township Secretary
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