Williams Township Board of Supervisors

November 8, 2006

The regular monthly meeting of the Williams Township Board of Supervisors, 655 Cider Press Road, Easton, PA 18042 was held on the above date and called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson Sally Hixson. Sally led the audience in the pledge to the flag. Others present were Supervisor Fred Mebus, Supervisor Robert Doerr, Township Solicitor Brian Monahan, Township Engineer David Harte, Township Manager Deborah Patterson, Assistant Township Secretary Katherine Faubert.  Absent from the meeting were, Michael Strawn, Director of Public Works, Zoning Officer Richard Adams, Jennifer Tripp Township Secretary.
Public Hearing – Conservation Design Ordinance – Brian Monahan gave a brief explanation of this Ordinance. Deborah Patterson read the Ordinance description. Ted Rewak, court stenographer was present to take the minutes for this hearing. Sara Pandl, Township Planner provided a presentation to the public.  Public comments were taken. Sally Hixson announced a brief recess at 8:25PM to conclude this public hearing.

The Board of Supervisors meeting began at 8:35 PM.

Sally Hixson called the meeting to order.

Sally Hixson announced executive sessions were held on October 24, 2006, October 26, 2006, November 2, 2006.
Approval of minutes for the following meetings: 
October  3, 2006 budget meeting minutes 
motion made by Fred Mebus, second by Bob Doerr carried  3-0
October 10, 2006 budget meeting minutes

Motion made by Fred Mebus, second by Bob Doerr, carried 3-0

October 17, 2006  budget meeting minutes

Motion made by Fred Mebus, second by Bob Doerr, carried 3-0

Sept. 28, 2006 hazard mitigation meeting minutes

Motion made by Bob Doerr, second by Fred Mebus, carried 3-0

October 11, 2006 Board of Supervisor meeting minutes 

Motion made by Fred Mebus, second by Bob Doerr, carried 3-0

Expenses – General Fund Expenses $71,880.65, Subdivision expenses $16, 444.00, Harte Engineering, $15,211.00, Brian Monahan $ 1,233.00, Sewage Expenses (Joseph Black) $1,550.00, Sewer Expense ( Easton Suburban Water) $ 15.40.  Sally asked for motion to approve the bills. A motion was made by Fred Mebus, second by Bob Doerr to approved the bills as read by Debbie Patterson, carried 3-0.   

Manager’s Report -  
1. Debbie Patterson stated that she received a copy of a quote presented to the City of Easton, by Borton-Lawson Engineering for the Stormwater problem downstream of the Interstate 78 Detention Basin.  The Board discussed the drainage problems in this area. Williams Township has made contributions in the past towards studies. Sally Hixson directed Deborah Patterson to send a letter to the City of Easton expressing the Board is not interested in partnering with them in this study.
2. The Board has a copy of a letter from ET & T, who installed our telecommunications system in our Municipal Building. The warranty period is now expiring and they are looking to renew at a cost of $923.16 per year for 3-year extended maintenance until December 2, 2009. Sally asked for a motion to approve, motion made by Fred, second by Bob Doerr, carried 3-0.

3. Debbie has received a request from James Healy of Tumble Creek Road, who is trying to achieve his Eagle Scout award. One of the projects he would like to work on is to erect a 35 foot Flag pole at the Raubsville Park. The pole was donated to Williams Township by Wilson Area School District. One of the criteria for the project would be for the Township to excavate the hole for placement of the pole. The Board would like a sketch of the proposed project before it is performed. Sally asked for a motion to allow James Healy to erect the flag pole at the Raubsville Park, motion made by Bob Doerr, second by Fred Mebus, carried 3-0.

4. Debbie stated that The Township and the United Steelworkers Union of America, Local 2599 for the Williams Township Public Works employees started negotiations in early July and have reached a tentative agreement. The union employees voted on Monday, November 6, 2006 to accept the agreement as presented with a 3-2-1 abstention vote. The new contract includes a $1.75 per hour increase beginning October 1, 2006 and a 3.5% increase for October 1, 2007, October 1, 2008 and 4% for October 2009 with contract expiring on September 30, 2010.  This agreement will become effective October 1, 2006.  Debbie stated that overall negotiations went well. Sally asked for a motion to approve this agreement, motion made by Fred, second by Bob carried 3-0. 
5. Debbie requested authorization from the board to secure telephone bids to dig a well for the new Public Works Facility. The Board gave Debbie approval to begin obtaining telephone bids. Sally asked for a motion to authorize Debbie to begin obtaining telephone bids, motion made by Fred, second by Bob, carried 3-0.
6. Debbie provided the Board with an update on the new Public Works Building.  There was a workshop held last week to discuss the new building. She felt they were making progress and moving forward with their plans, hopefully by the first of the new year they will be able to begin construction.
7. Debbie stated that we are members of the Lehigh Valley Cooperative Council. She would like the Board’s approval to advertise to bid for a Recycle Paper Products contract for final approval at the December meeting. Sally asked for a motion to advertise to bid for a Recycle Paper Products, motion was made by Fred, second by Bob carried 3-0.
8. Debbie stated that the Municipal office will be closed for November 10, 2006 for Veterans Day and November 23 & 24 for Thanksgiving Holiday.
9. Debbie stated that she received a letter form Ron Killins of Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency regarding the Benefit Cost Analysis that they performed with regard to the homes that were flooded along Canal Road and Route 611.  Out of 23 applicants, only one qualifies for relief. Debbie asked for the Board’s guidance on how to proceed.  The board discussed this issue at length. The Board advised Debbie to send a letter to each property owner advising them that they did not qualify. 
10. Debbie stated that she received an email from the Frys Run Watershed Association requesting a letter of support for a grant from the Coldwater Heritage Partnership in order to develop a watershed plan for Frys Run. This email has been forwarded to the Board. Debbie has prepared a support letter for the Board. There was much discussion among the Board and with public input expressing concerns.  Matthew Powers, President of the Frys Run Watershed Association was present, and answered any questions the Board and public had. He explained that this is just a request to do a study of the stream and prepare a plan. The Board expressed their support, so that the Frys Run Watershed Association may obtain a grant to develop a watershed plan. Sally asked for a motion to approve the letter of support for a grant from the Coldwater Heritage Partnership in order to develop a watershed plan for Frys Run. Motion made by Bob, Second by Fred, carried by 3-0. 
Public Works Report –  Katherine Faubert  read this report for Mike Strawn, in his absence. 
Zoning Office Report –  Sally noted Rich is absent from this meeting. She stated that
no submissions were made for the December 6, 2006 Zoning Hearing Board meeting.
Planning Commission Report –    Terry Lee read the report for October 18, 2006.  
1. TNT FIREWORKS – Request for extension of resolution 2006-18 – Holy Cross/TNT Fireworks site. The board approved a three month time extension with an expiration of February 28, 2007. Sally asked for a motion to approve this time extension. Motion made by Bob, second by Fred, carried 3-0.
Recreation Board Report – Ray Abert read his report for November 2, 2006.  He advised the Board that he has received some public feedback regarding use of the community building. He would like some feedback from the Board regarding the rules of using the building. Ray suggested a fee of $35.00 for Williams Township residents and $50.00 for non-residents.  This would be a deposit made to the Municipal Office and then refunded with the Managers approval. There was some discussion regarding cleanup after someone uses the building. Sally expressed concerns regarding our insurance to let the public use the building. 

Ray also stated that he has received positive feedback from the community regarding the rubber mulch on the park. The Wilson School District, PTA has requested information from Ray, they are looking to install rubber mulch at the school.
1)
Tennis Court Backboard – There was discussion between the Board and Ray Abert about the price and installation of the backboard. Sally would like more information on the installation of the backboard, and who would install it. Sally asked Ray to get more details and to present them to the Board next month.
Land Preservation Board Report – Jerry Steele read the minutes and provided the Board with their current projects, from the October 16, 2006 meeting. 
Engineer Report 
1. Chrin Landfill Inspections – Dave listed the dates inspections were performed. 
2. Country Classics at Morgan Hill: - Todd Van Cleef, and Krista Harper, Esquire, addressed the Board’s concerns and questions.  Fred expressed concerns regarding the drain systems being inspected and clear of debris. Todd Van Cleef explained that this was part of the punch list that they had to satisfy.  The Board expressed concerns about the maintenance of the walls.  The Board also expressed concerns about the maintenance of the sidewalks, especially snow removal.  Debbie suggested the Board should enact an ordinance stating clearly that the Homeowners Association should maintain sidewalks so the Public Works Department would not be responsible for maintaining them.  Bob Doerr expressed liability concerns about the unresolved issue with Richard Lutz water runoff problems with Country Classics at Morgan Hill. Brian Monahan advised the Board that there is the possibility of Williams Township sharing the liability. Josh Weinstein, of 170 Augusta Terrace, is the liason with the Homeowners association for the community, but he is speaking to the Board independently. He advised the Board is not so sure that the Association is in support of maintaining the walls. He would pass this information on to Paul Moriarty, President of the Homeowners Association, and let him decide if he would like to address the Board regarding this issue. But Josh wanted the Board to be aware that they shouldn’t assume that the Homeowners Association would take over the maintenance of the walls. 
Clubhouse Drive, Turnberry Drive, Pine Valley Terrace, Oakhill Court, Congressional Drive, Certain Open Space and Sanitary Sewer Lines, Easement for Ingress, Egress, Access and Maintenance of Stormwater Facilities at Morgan Hill Condominium Easement for Ingress, Egress, Access, Inspection, Operation, Maintenance, Repair, and Replacement of Public Sewer Facilities at Morgan Hill Condominium Association Grant of Easement for Ingress, Egress, Access, Inspection, Operation, Maintenance, Repair, and Replacement of Public Sewer Facilities from Morgan Hill Golf Club, LLC – Board will table this issue until the December meeting. They have some unresolved issues and concerns that they would like to discuss with Brian Monahan before voting on this. Todd Van Cleef expressed that they have been working closely with David Harte to resolve all issues and satisfy that Townships concerns.  Sally Hixson stated that this issue will be tabled until next month’s meeting so that the board may consult Brian Monahan. 
3. Moyers Lane Discussion/Steve Kessler  -  Steve Kessler did not attend this meeting. 

Dave Harte stated that he has still not received the survey that Steve Kessler said he would provide.  Brian Monahan stated that he has not heard from Steve Kessler. Sally asked for a motion to deny petition a) to move the section of Moyers Lane, motion made by Bob, second by Fred, carried 3-0.  Sally asked for a motion to deny petition b) motion to improve a 561 foot section of Moyers Lane unimproved motion made by Bob, second by Fred, carried 3-0.

4. Ortelli Draw Release – Per Harte, inspection performed for the reduction in security upon payment of any outstanding fees owed to the Township. The total security posted in the amount of $256,462.00 may be reduced by the approved amount of $152,093.99 leaving a balance to complete of $104,367.53. Sally asked for a motion to approve the Draw Release as mentioned above, motion made by Fred, second by Bob, carried 3-0.
5. Sky King Fireworks Status – John Willow, President of JH Willow is here to provide the Board with an update on project.  He explained that there was an on site meeting October 25, 2006 with himself, Rich Adams, Deborah Patterson, and David Harte. He requests a release of funds and suggested posting a bond to the Township so that they can pay the  subcontractors for the work that has been performed so far, and so that they will return and complete this project.  Brian Monahan advised the Board that in his opinion, a bond is good security, but that there is no assurance from the bank that the money will go directly to pay subcontractors.  The Board stated that once the remaining work is completed, pending Harte certification of improvements, they will release the funds next month with a bond for the remaining PennDOT work.  
Old Business
1. William Rowe – Lower Saucon Township- Agricultural Security Application to Williams Township – Resolution 2006-29. Terry Lee advised the Board that Attorney Clemens was at the Planning Commission meeting to answer the Planning Commissions questions regarding this application. The Board of Supervisors discussed this issue briefly. Sally asked for a motion, Bob made a motion to accept the application for William R. Rowe Sr. for inclusion into the Williams Township Agricultural Security Area, Bob made a motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.
2. Seeking Court Approval of Exchange of De Minimis Real Estate Parcels to Facilitate Construction of the Williams Township Public Works Facility – Naomi Dornblaser – Resolution 2006-30. There was some brief discussion regarding this property parcel exchange.  Brian gave a description to the Board and the public about this property exchange.  Sally asked for a motion to Seek Court Approval of Exchange of De Minimis Real Estate Parcels to Facilitate Construction of the Williams Township Public Works Facility. Motion made by Fred, second by Bob, carried 3-0. 
3. Metro Electrical-Settlement Approval – This issue was tabled for next month
4. Realty Transfer Tax Ordinance Amendment – Ordinance 2006-7 – Sally explained that the Pennsylvania Department of Revenue amended local earned income tax laws to allow for the collection of interest and penalties on unpaid realty taxes. Sally asked for a motion to adopt Ordinance 2006-7. Motion made by Fred, second by Bob, carried 3-0.
5. Carl & Joanne Brostedt – Ag Security Area Application – 2431 Wassergass Road – Lower Saucon Township – this issue needs to be advertised in the newspaper and has been tabled for the December meeting.
NEW BUSINESS

1. Implementation of Global Update Watershed Stormwater Management Plan – This 

issue has been tabled for the December meeting.

2. SPCA Contract for Year 2007 – Brian Monahan explained the new contract to the public                                                                                                                                   and Board of Supervisors. He stated that this agreement states that Williams Township will pay forty ($40.00) dollars per animal to be billed on a quarterly basis to Williams Township from the SPCA.  This agreement will be from January 1, 2007 and continue for a period of one (1) calendar year until December 31, 2007.  Sally asked for a motion to approve this agreement with the SPCA. Motion made by Bob, second by Fred, carried 3-0.
3. Approval to Make 2007 Budget Available for Public View – Sally stated that there will be no Williams Township tax increase for the year 2007. Sally asked for a motion to approve to advertise this budget for public view and adoption at the December meeting. Motion made by Fred, second by Bob, carried 3-0. 
4. UCC Code Update – Ordinance Number 2006-8 – Brian explained to the Board that Rich Adams received notification from the Pennsylvania Department of Labor that Williams Township needs to adopt the International Building Code 2006. Brian needs authorization from the Board of Supervisors to advertise this Ordinance. After this Ordinance amendment is advertised, it will be voted on at the December meeting. Sally asked for a motion to authorize Brian to advertise this Ordinance. Motion made by Fred, second by Bob, carried 3-0.
5. Debbie asked the Board if they would authorize Brian Monahan to draw up a sidewalk Ordinance for next month’s meeting. Sally asked for a motion, motion was made by Bob, second by Fred, carried 3-0. 
Supervisors Remarks – Bob thanked the board for their hard work on the budget.
Audience Comments –
Vince Foglia stated that he was happy with the way the Supervisors handled the Sky King issue this evening
Diane Andresen of 717 Eden Terrace stated that she has some concerns regarding the Sewer billing.  Dave Harte explained that the Township spent a lot of time looking to the sewer billing, did a lot of the research, and determined that a minimum fee has to be charged so the Township can cover their costs. There are two (2) pump stations that require maintenance. The Easton Sewer Authority needs payment from the township. The Township has approximately 300 users currently and this cost has to be dispersed to them.  Dave explained to Diane that this is an expensive system to operate. Bob explained that normally in other communities the costs are spread out over a wide range of users, but the sewer in Williams Township is limited to the Golf Course community right now so they are paying for the cost of the entire system. Sally explained that the Township is not making a profit from this billing.  Bob explained that as more users are added to the system in the future, the Board will re-evaluate the billing fee’s. 
Fred made motion to adjourn, second by Bob carried 3-0.

11:17 P.M.
 




Respectfully submitted,






Katherine Faubert





Assistant Township Secretary
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