Williams Township Board of Supervisors

October 12, 2004


The regular monthly meeting of the Williams Township Board of Supervisors, 655 Cider Press Road, Easton, PA 18042 was held on the above date and called to order at 7:30PM by Chairman John Cusick. John led the audience in the pledge to the flag. Others present were Supervisors Robert Doerr and Robert Helm, Township Solicitor Brian Monahan, Township Engineer David Harte, Township Manager Deborah Patterson, Zoning Officer Richard Adams and Township Secretary Dawn Barket.  
John announced that there was an Executive session held on September 22, 2004 regarding pending litigation.
John asked for a motion to approve previous minutes from the meeting on September 14, 2004. Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0.

Debbie presented the expenses for the month of September 2004.  John asked for a motion to approve expenses for General Fund $335,671.51, Driveway Escrow releases $750.00, Subdivision Expenses $7474.00, and Sewage Expenses $950.00. Doerr made motion second by Helm, carried 3-0.

A FEMA presentation was given on how to receive assistance. FEMA handed out informational brochures and answered questions from the audience. FEMA also made themselves available for questions down stairs after their presentation.   

Manager's Report 


Debbie asked for approval to hire Judy Abert for part time occasional employee on an as need basis at $10.00/hr. John asked for a motion to approve Judy Abert as a part time occasional employee at $10.00/hr. Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0.


Debbie stated she had Country Landscape come out to give a quote for the new building. The quote she received was for $8090.00 with one year maintenance included. The board wanted Debbie to get additional quotes. John asked for a motion to permit the Township Manager to spend up to $8090.00 for planting and final landscaping for the new building. Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0.

Debbie wanted to thank everyone that helped the public works after the storm. Ray Abert volunteered to mow the fields so they were ready for the weekend games, also Greg Chrin for opening his stone quarry for the public works to get material for the roads.  The Supervisors each thanked the public works for the terrific job and the overtime they put in to get it done. Sally Hixson also stated Debbie should be thanked for her hours put in. 

Debbie read a letter of thanks from Nia Danner and Lacey Ernst for everyone’s help on the butterfly garden.   

Road Master Report – Jim read his monthly report.
Zoning Office Report – Because of the time Rich gave an over view of the zoning report. Rich announced the applicants and reason for their appearance before the next ZHB meeting. 
Planning Commission Report – Sally Hixson gave report for September.

Recommended for approval – Ashley Partners, LP – Cedar Park 

John asked about access to the pump station during construction. Mr. Bennett stated access would be available. Brian talked about section 1.G in the resolution cable communication. Lou Pektor stated he is already under contract with Service Electric, and the issue was never brought up at any meetings about this. A decision was made to remove that section from the resolution.  Recreation fees were brought up for discussion, Mr. Bennett stated they have a recreation area in the subdivision by the recommendation of planning. In the open space you can have the recreation area or the recreation fees, not both. After discussion it was decided to leave the recreation area for the subdivision and the home owners association would maintain the area and no recreation fees would be paid.  Section 1.D was removed from the resolution.  John asked if sewage capacity has been taken care of. Lewis Ronca stated that West Easton has passed a Resolution to grant us approximately 30,000 gallons, to the addition of what we already have contracted, paper work just needs to finalize. John asked about emergency services, Mr. Pektor stated they went on record stating they would do $100.00, but he would be willing to do the $200.00.  John asked for a motion to approve Resolution 2004-20 Cedar Park Final subdivision plan with modification made. Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0.
Recreation Board Report – Ray Abert asked about the volley ball court at Raubsville. Dave Harte stated he has looked into it and feels it is something Public Works could handle. He will be in touch with them. 
Land Preservation Board Report – No Report
Engineer Report – 

1. Canal Road Culvert – Still have not heard back.

2. Building Update – Dave asked for draw releases in the amounts of Penn East $104,868.00, ATE (electrical work) $7,498.35, ATE (HVAC) 6,300.00, and Willies Plumbing $11,542.50. John asked for a motion to approve Penn East $104,868.00, ATE $7,498.35, ATE HVAC $6,300.00 and Willies Plumbing $11,542.50. Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0.
3. Ashley Development Bond Completion – Ashley has only completed 12 of the 18 months so no action at this time was needed.

4. Homestead Hexenkopf HOP verification – Dave stated he has looked in the HOP. The location is the same on both the HOP and the drawing submitted to the township. John asked for a motion to have Brian contact Atty. Mckarski in regards to the neighbors’ intentions in this matter. Helm made motion second by John, carried 3-0.

5. Morgan Hill Revised Storm Water Management - Dave Harte gave a summary of why they feel they need to make a change. Dave Harte recommended approving the change. Mr. Andresen stated this is only a band aid for the problem. The water is still going to end up in the same area. He doesn’t feel this is going to solve anything. John feels that part of the problem is the pipes that run under Route 611. There are pipes that run about every hundred feet and they just failed. Bob Doerr stated that there is just an enormous amount of water coming off of the hill. Dave Harte stated that the Morgan Hill Engineers are looking to see if there is any other changes that may help with any water issues. Dave Harte stated that the pipes at 611 are inadequate.  The pipes at the top of the hill are designed for a 100 year storm and the pipes at the bottom are for a 25 year storm.  John stated he is in favor of the change but feels there is still more that needs to be looked at. Bob Doerr stated he doesn’t have an answer right now and feels it should be looked into. John stated at this point we should contact Penn Dot to see what can be worked out. Jeff Oren stated the Franklin Property should be looked at also. Because he has erosion problems coming down from that property. John stated it would be looked into. John also suggested setting up a meeting with the County Conservation District. John asked for a motion to approve the Morgan Hill Revised Storm Water Plan Resolution 2004-21. Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0. 
6. Recreation Projects – Payment Authorization – Dave asked for the first payment release to Pavement Maintenance in the amount of $56,705.50. John asked for a motion to approve payment in amount of $56,705.50 to Pavement Maintenance Contractors. Doerr made motion second by John, carried 2-0.
7. Dave Harte stated he has met with EJ Breneman on repair estimates of the roads. We looked at a section on Cider Press Road estimated at $19,680.00, County Line East $71,000.00, Edwards Street $14,337.00 and Canal Road $77,902.00. Brian stated that he needs to document the reasons why we needed these projects done right away and why we did not get bids. Because of the storm being less than 30 days ago, and having to get the roads open for school buses may want to be documented.  John asked for a motion to direct the Road Superintendent to do emergency repairs to open up Cider Press Road, County Line East, Edwards Street and Canal Road. Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0.

Correspondence/Announcements - None
Old Business –
1. Sample Per Capita Tax Ordinance and Cable Operators to serve developments – Brian had prepared these sample ordinances and presented them to the board and gave a brief explanation of both. Brian stated that he needs authorization to advertise. Bob Doerr stated he thinks it is a good idea to get rid of the tax. Bob would still like to see where the budget is before we go ahead with this. It was decided to wait until next month on a decision for the Per Capita Tax. John asked for a motion to advertise Service Electric Franchise agreement and Franchise Access Ordinance for next months meeting. Helm made motion second by Doerr, Carried 3-0.
New Business –

1. Sewer System Rate Schedule Ordinance 2004-9 – These rates bring us in compliance with the City of Easton. John asked for a motion to adopt Sewer System Rate Schedule Ordinance 2004-9. Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0.
2. Deed of Dedication for Park Place – Dave stated he recommends that the maintenance period start October 12, 2004 with a period of 18 months with maintenance security of $18,329.00. Developer needs to provide an executed deed of dedication to the township for the solicitor to record. Dave stated he will be doing a maintenance check in the spring. John asked for a motion to accept the deed of dedication of Park Place. Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0.
Audience Comment
John asked for a motion to adjourn, Helm made motion second by Doerr carried 3-0. 

11:00PM





Respectfully Submitted,






Dawn Barket






Township Secretary
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