Williams Township Board of Supervisors

October 10, 2007

The monthly meeting of the Williams Township Board of Supervisors, 655 Cider Press Road, Easton, PA 18042 was held on the above date and called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson Sally Hixson.  Sally led the audience in the pledge to the flag.  Others present were Supervisor Fred Mebus, Supervisor Robert Doerr, Township Solicitor Brian Monahan, Township Engineer David Harte, Township Manager Deborah Patterson, Township Public Works Director Michael Strawn, Zoning Officer Richard Adams and Township Secretary Melody Ashmore.  

Sally announced executive sessions were held September 20, 2007, September 25, 2007, September 27, 2007 and October 9, 2007 for the purpose of Pending Legal, Litigation, Personnel Issues and Host Negotiations.

Sally asked the Board if they had any corrections they would like made to the Minutes of September 12, 2007.  Melody stated that two Resolution numbers needed to be changed.  Resolution No. 2007-14, Authorizing The Acceptance Of A Deed Of Dedication, should be changed to 2007-16 and Resolution No. 2007-15, Appointing Dawn Kaniper As Alternate On The Zoning Hearing Board, should be changed to 2007-17.  There being no other corrections, Fred made a motion to approve the minutes with the corrections, second by Bob. Carried 3-0.

APPROVAL OF BILLS
Debbie read before the Board for approval the following expenses:  General Fund Expenses $163,751.85, Sewer Expenses $19,287.80, Subdivision Expenses $11,127.00, Sewage Expenses (Joseph Black) $840.00, Driveway Escrow Release (Kenneth Schock) $1,000.00; (Edward & Alice Dietrich) $500.00 and (Walter Sickels) $250.00. Sally asked the Board if they had any questions with regard to the Expense Reports or the Bills.  There being none, Bob made the motion to approve the Expense Report of October 10, 2007 and the Bills as presented, second by Fred.  Carried 3-0.  

Manager’s Report 

Debbie stated that her and Mike have worked on the job descriptions for the positions of Public Works Foreman and CDL/Laborer and they are ready for approval.  Sally asked for a motion.  Fred made a motion to approve the job descriptions for the Public Works Foreman and the CDL/Laborer, second by Bob.  Carried 3-0.
Debbie commented that she has received a letter from Jeffrey Oren in which he resigned his position as Public Works Foreman effective October 1, 2007.  Jeff will now be a CDL/Laborer without loss of seniority or benefits.  Sally asked if Fred and Bob had any comments, there being none, Bob made a motion to accept the resignation of Jeffrey Oren as Public Works Foreman effective October 1, 2007, second by Fred.  Carried 3-0.

Debbie further commented that the Public Works Foreman position was posted the week of October 24, 2007.  William Hughes expressed interest in the position and was interviewed by Debbie and Mike.  It is the recommendation of Debbie and Mike to hire William Hughes for the Public Works Foreman Position effective October 15, 2007 with an introductory period of 30 days at a rate of $18.11 an hour.  Once he has completed that introductory period successfully his rate of pay will increase to $19.11 an hour per the union contract.  Sally asked for a motion.  Fred made a motion to appoint William Hughes for the position of Public Works Foreman, second by Bob.  Carried 3-0.
Debbie stated that Michael Strawn has interviewed Leon Kukla, 240 Pine Valley Terrace, Easton, PA 18042 for the position of CDL/Laborer.  Debbie recommended that the Board approve the hiring of Leon Kukla, at a rate of $16.74 for the first 12 months of employment per the current union contract, with a 90 day probationary period.  If approved the employee reaches full rate after 24 months of employment.  Fred commented that he has the necessary skills for the position.  Sally asked Mike if he has checked all the references on Mr. Kukla.  Mike stated that he is in the process of checking references and he is scheduling Mr. Kukla for a drug test.  Fred made a motion to hire Leon Kukla for the Public Works CDL/Laborer position with the understanding that we still need to conduct all background checks and to complete the rest of testing that is required, second by Bob.  Carried 3-0.

Other Business:

Debbie stated that she received the August 2007 report from Mary Meuser Library, a copy of which was given to the Supervisors at an earlier date.  Mr. Daniel Redington expressed interest in making a presentation at the meeting tonight; however he is not in attendance.
Debbie commented that October 5, 2007 was the Northampton County Association of Township Officials Convention which was held at the Holiday Inn Express in Easton.  Sally, Fred, Mike, Terry, Mel and Debbie attended.  

Debbie also stated that Northampton County is under a draught watch.  There has been no ban on burning permits, just use caution when burning.
Public Works Report - Mike read the Public Works Report of September 11, 2007 to October 10, 2007.  Sally asked when the lines on our paved roads will be completed.  Mike stated that no definite dates are set.  Mike further stated that the micro paved roads will be lined. The roads with the faded lines will not be re-lined until they are micro paved which is scheduled for next year.

Zoning Office Report - Rich read his report for the month of September, 2007.  Rich stated that the next Zoning Hearing Board meeting will be held on November 7, 2007 at 7:00 p.m.  The following will be heard:

1. JOSEPH AND KIMBERLY ALBANO – 495 BUTTERMILK ROAD – HOME OCCUPATION – SPECIAL EXCEPTION

Planning Commission Report - Terry stated that there are two projects recommended for approval:

1.
ALEX BANDI, JR AND MARIE BANDI – Two Lot Minor Subdivision, Steely Hill Road, Preliminary Minor Subdivision Plan – Resolution 2007-19.  It is recommended that approval be given subject to the planning module approval.  Sally stated that we give them until March 31, 2008 to comply with all requirements in the Resolution.  Sally asked for a motion.  Bob made a motion to approve Resolution 2007-19, Alex Bandi, Jr. and Marie Bandi Preliminary Minor Subdivision Plan, second by Fred.  Carried 3-0. 

2.
MOSS/CHAPMAN – Hilton Street Flex Building – Preliminary Approval Of A Land Development – Resolution 2007-20.   It is recommended that approval be given subject to the removal of 1(b) i, Section 1014 sidewalks from the Resolution.  Dave stated that we will deal with the waivers issues with the final plan.  Sally stated that we give them until March 31, 2008 to comply with all requirements in the Resolution.  Sally asked for a motion to approve Resolution 2007-20 Moss/Chapman – Hilton Street Flex Building – Preliminary Approval Of A Land Development, 70 Hilton Street with section (1)b crossed out.  Fred made a motion, second by Bob.  Carried 3-0.
Land Preservation Board Report – Jeff McGuire read the minutes from the September 17, 2007 Meeting.   Jeff asked Brian about the rating Criteria for the Open Space Plan.  Brian commented that Planning has to review the criteria first and then it can be moved to the Supervisors and put on the November Agenda.  Jeff also stated that with regard to the Policy on Farm Land Preservation the County Farmland Preservation Program is raising the deposit from $500.00 to $1,000.00.  The Land Preservation Board requests support of the Supervisors for policy LPB-2007-1, that encourages landowners to apply to the Northampton County Farmland Preservation Program by reimbursing applicants for that Program’s $1,000.00 appraisal deposit.  Sally asked Brian how we go about doing that.  Brian stated doing it by motion.  Bob made a motion to increase the amount that we put forth towards appraisals to $1,000.00, second by Fred.  Carried 3-0.
Bob suggested that Debbie put a letter together to the Wolfe’s thanking them for their participation in the program.  

Bob also asked Brian to update everyone on Act 4.  Brian stated that he has put together a Resolution for the November meeting.
Recreation Board Report - Ray Abert read the report for the October 4, 2007 meeting. 

Ray stated that the Recreation Board met with Bobbi Lytle and after a brief discussion would like to recommend Bobbi Lytle to the Board.  Bob made a motion to appoint Bobbi Lytle to the Recreation Board, second by Fred.  Carried 3-0.
Engineer Report 

1.
DRJTB Signal – Dave stated that the permits were issued on October 9, 2007.  We will be opening bids on November 8, 2007 and then they will be awarded at the November 14, 2007 Supervisors Meeting.
2.
Chrin Landfill – Dave stated that there are no issues at this time with the landfill.  Inspections were held on September 21, 2007 and October 3, 2007.

3.
Public Works Building – Dave stated that we have received the permit from Northampton County Conservation District.  We will meet with the Contractor on Monday along with the County Conservation District.  Dave further stated that Mike will pick up the pipe for installation.  Fred commented that hopefully we will get a shovel in the ground this year.


4.
Woodland Crossing – Ashley Development has forwarded a letter requesting that the subdivision bond be released.  Dave recommends that we release the bond in the amount of $61,807.68.  Fred made a motion to release the bond in the amount of $61,807.68, second by Bob.  Carried 3-0.
5.
Roth Minor Subdivision – Dave stated that he would like to turn this issue over to Brian.  Brian stated that he has written a letter and has not yet received a response to same.  Brian stated that the concern was that there be standing for the Developer to still proceed through the township.  An agreement was requested.  After a brief discussion, Tom Houser stated that Brian did send a letter and there is an estate open in the name of Harold Roth.  Tom further stated that the property is owned by his Revocable Living Trust and there is an agreement.  Dave stated that we need a covenant on that lot that states the developer or some future owner is going to be responsible if the major subdivision approval process points out that there is some necessary improvement.  The developer is willing to accept that, we just need to know if the land owner is going to accept that.  Brian further stated that it needs to be more than just a plan note.  It should be a separate agreement that would be recorded so that anyone searching the title can readily ascertain that there is a potential monetary contribution.  Brian stated that a meeting should be set with Brian, Dave and Tom Houser.  

Solicitors Report – Brian read the Solicitors report dated October 10, 2007.  


1.
Williams Township Board of Supervisors v. Williams Township Emergency Company, Inc. – On May 31, 2007, the Honorable Stephen Baratta entered an Order of Court requiring the squad to conduct an audit of all assets and freezing the transfer of all personal and real property along with monies of the organization.  The audit at this time is still in the process.  The Eastern Pennsylvania Emergency Medical Services Council has provided a consultant, Mr. J. R. Henry, who will review squad coverage.  A meeting has been scheduled for October 24, 2007 with all parties to resolve this matter.  The Supervisors primary directive is to ensure that there is superior Emergency Services coverage to Township residents.

2.
Country Classics At Morgan Hill, LLC. and Morgan Hill Golf Club, LLC v. Williams Township et al. – This is an issue where the Township is being sued by the Morgan Hill entities requesting the Court to require the Board of Supervisors to accept dedication of all road and improvements in the subdivision.  Morgan Hill is also seeking monetary damages for snow removal and bond renewal in the amount of $27,844.00.  The Township has filed preliminary objections to the Complaint and a brief with the court.  Brian further stated that as a matter of law we believe that the Board of Supervisors are not required to accept dedication of roads and public improvements where there is a dispute as to the responsibility of maintenance between the Homeowners Association and the Developer and there is a threat of litigation by an adjacent landowner related to storm water runoff liability and damage.

3.
Haldan P. Ballek v. The Township Of Williams And The Williams Township Board of Supervisors – A Township landowner filed a Constitutional challenge to several newly enacted provisions of the Williams Township Zoning Ordinance in the Court of Common Pleas of Northampton County.  The provision challenged included the Conservation Design requirements and a portion of the Environmental Section of the Zoning Ordinances.  A Court Order was entered dismissing the action without prejudice.  This will allow the Williams Township Zoning Board to hear these landowner claims.  The Order was entered October 2, 2006.



4.
Todd W. Welch v. Williams Township – This issue claims that the Township Zoning Officer wrongfully refused to issue a permit for a “membership club” at 545 Browns Drive.  The property owner is Welch Family Farm, LLC.  The Township Solicitor has entered his appearance to preserve the record in this litigation.  Further pleadings will be filed to dismiss the action.
5.
Chrin Host Fee Agreement Negotiations – The Board of Supervisors commenced negotiations to enter into a comprehensive agreement to raise the landfill related host fees on March 15, 2001.  Several meetings were held and the Supervisors have made the following issues a priority: 1. The creation of a permanent defined border around the landfill; 2. The expansion of recreation facilities for township residents; and 3. A significant increase in host fees.

Old Business
1.
ACT 4 Resolution – Brian stated that the Wilson Area School District Business Administrator refuses to accept the fact that that entity passed a Resolution allowing millage freezes for preserved properties.  The school district passed a Resolution, then there was a law change and that is Act 4.  That is an amendment that requires all Counties, Municipalities and School Districts to pass similar legislation in order to freeze tax millage that provides an incentive to land owners to preserve their farm land and also help to sustain current preserved farms so that they remain productive and continue to support the local economy.  Brian further stated that he has talked with the Wilson Area School District Solicitor, Don Sprey, he informed Brian that he has had no discussion with Rich Male, the School District Administrator, about this issue and that he never gave advice that this millage freeze should not be employed.  He tended to agree with Brian that you cannot retroactively deny a benefit that is conferred by legislation.  Brian further commented that we do need to enact the ACT 4 provision for future applicants.  Brian will put a memo together and get it out to Mr. Sprey.  Bob asked that assuming we get this straightened out with the school district, what is the procedure to move forward.  Brian stated that we have to adopt an Ordinance or a Resolution.

New Business – None

Supervisors Remarks – None

Audience Comments - 

Mr. Greg Goldsmith of 90 Clubhouse Drive informed the Board that he has filed another complaint today with Rich Adams regarding the loud noise/wild parties at the Vintage Restaurant.  Sally asked Rich what he has done to this point.  Rich stated that he has given them 30 days to response.  According to Krista Harper, Esq., for Morgan Hill Golf, they have zoning approval for a Banquet Facility.  Rich stated that according to his records they do not have zoning approval.  Mr. Goldsmith further stated that he has called the State Police but they are not responding to his calls.  Bob questioned why the state police will not come out.  Debbie will look into this issue. 

Pete Andressen asked how many times the police have been called.  

Tom Houser asked what the township’s policy is regarding cutting weeds along the roads.  Mike stated that they take care of that 2 to 3 times a year.  Tom also asked if the Township is doing any repaving.  There was a brief discussion about micro-paving and overlay.  Mike stated we are not doing any overlay. 

Richard Lutz thanked Brian for the update on Country Classics.   Mr. Lutz also commented that it is his understanding that the lawsuit will be in a holding pattern. Brian stated that it probably would be heard in 4 months.
Tom Houser stated that he read a couple of articles, one article in the Morning Call and how the Township treated resident Rosemary Andalora.  Brian stated that it is in litigation.  
There being no further business, Fred made a motion to adjourn at 8:15 p.m., second by Bob.  Carried 3-0.

Respectfully submitted,







MELODY A. ASHMORE, SECRETARY
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