Williams Township Board of Supervisors

January 11, 2006

The regular monthly meeting of the Williams Township Board of Supervisors, 655 Cider Press Road, Easton, PA 18042 was held on the above date and called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson Sally Hixson. Sally led the audience in the pledge to the flag. Others present were Supervisors Robert Doerr and Fred Mebus, Township Solicitor Brian Monahan, Township Engineer David Harte, Township Manager Deborah Patterson, Public Works Director Michael Strawn, Zoning Officer Richard Adams and Township Secretary Jennifer Freidl.  
Presentation by City of Easton – Water Tank Replacement Project – Morgan Hill Road

Representatives from the City of Easton presented to the Board of Supervisors their plan on replacing the water tanks currently on Morgan Hill (South of the 78 overpass).  Dave Hopkins stated that the current concrete tanks will be replaced with steel tanks, which would result in a much improved site. Fred questioned the reason for the replacement.   Mr. Hopkins stated that the tanks were degrading.  With regard to a timeline, Mr. Hopkins indicated that they expect to secure financing in late spring or early summer and that once financing is secured, construction will take about one year.  Sally indicated that the Township needs to know if any traffic will be stopped and any holdups that may occur.  Mr. Hopkins indicated that the Township would be told.  

Sally asked for approval of the previous meeting minutes of December 13, 2005, December 29, 2005 and January 3, 2006.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.

Debbie presented the expenses for the month.  Sally asked for motion to approve expenses in General Fund in the amount of $58,934.28; Subdivision Expenses in the amount of $5,889.50; and Sewage Escrows in the amount of $1,450.00.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.
Manager's Report
Public Facility/Public Works

Debbie indicated that we are currently still gathering information for the Martinson Group to include in the overall facility. There will hopefully be a presentation to the Board sometime in February.

Updates


Debbie said that we are still trying to schedule a meeting with Rosemary Andalora and all the agencies involved. Dave Harte did write a letter with regard to a recent submission.  Debbie said that we will continue to work in resolving all of the issues.


At the December 13th Board of Supervisors meeting, the Township was presented with a suggested ordinance for review and recommendation. This documentation has been forwarded on to the Committee for review and comment.

Correspondence 

Debbie stated that we received a letter from the Williams Township Emergency Squad.  The Squad would like a meeting with the entire Board to discuss current and future growth in the Township, how the Squad will be affected and what their needs are now and will be in the future. Sally suggested that Fred should meet with the Squad first before an advertised meeting is scheduled as Fred is the liaison between the Board and Squad.  Fred indicated that he would set up a meeting to discuss the aforementioned questions.  


Debbie indicated that we received a letter from Chrin Company extending an open invitation to all newly elected and appointed Township officials to visit and tour their facility.

Debbie said that the Easton Area Joint Sewer Authority has sent the Township a payment schedule for the year 2006. Our quarterly payment will be $7,832.53, which will be due the last day of each quarter.


Some time ago, Fred Crivellaro requested that the Township contact Verizon regarding a pole that is situated in the Township right-of-way on Hilton Street. Debbie said that after a few letters from Mr. Crivellaro and the Township, a letter was finally received from Verizon, who requested a site meeting with Township representatives and Verizon.  Debbie said that she will have a status report for the next meeting.

Other Business

Debbie stated that on November 1, 2005 the Board of Supervisors voted to cease and desist all litigation related to the NPDES permit issued to Chrin. The motion also included that Mr. Sugarman not be compensated or remunerated for his services. Debbie asked for the approval of the Board to compensate Mr. Sugarman in the amount of $150.00 for services rendered in order to comply with that motion.  Sally asked for motion to approve payment to Mr. Sugarman in the amount of $150.00 for services rendered.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.


At the Reorganization Meeting Debbie mentioned the National Incident Management System course in which all Elected Officials, Administrators and Public Works employees and Emergency Services are required to attend. The course is scheduled to be held at the Municipal Building on February 3, 2006 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Debbie said that she invited West Easton, Wilson and Glendon to also participate. So far, Wilson Boro is sending 16 people. Williams Township will provide morning beverages and a light lunch once the course is completed.

D & D Maintenance has quoted a price of $1,740.00 to perform a scraping of the walls at the two pump stations (Moyer’s Lane and Cedarville Road). This scraping is necessary due to the significant amount of grease buildup at both stations. The Township has purchased a degreaser to use once the walls are cleaned. Debbie said that she thinks the procedure will then be to spray the equipment once a week to prevent future buildup.  Sally asked for motion to approve D&D Maintenance to perform scrapping of the walls at the two pump stations in the total amount of $1,740.00.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.
Public Works Report –   Mike Strawn read the report for December 2005.

Mike indicated that the Township currently has no reflective barricades.  He stated that he received prices of reflective barricades, which are needed when roads must be closed.  Mike indicated that a set of two ends and one cross piece would cost roughly $80 and that about 20 sets would be needed.  Mike asked approval of the Board to purchase the reflective barricades in the amount of $1,600 from Reliable Sign.  Sally asked for motion to approve the purchase of 20 sets of reflective barricades in the amount of $1,600.00 from Reliable Sign.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.  

Sally inquired about plans for replacing piping and culverts.  Mike said that he started to inspect the roads to see where the problems are.

Zoning Office Report –  Rich Adams read his report for December 2005.

Planning Commission Report – Sally read the report for December 2005.  
Recreation Board Report –  Ray Abert gave the report for December 2005.

Ray asked for permission from the Board to put out a bid for rubber mulch.  Sally asked for motion to put out a bid for rubber mulch for the playground.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.  


Sally questioned about the movie in the park that Ray asked approval from the Board for a few months ago.  Ray indicated that he is shooting for June, July or August.  Ray stated that he would like to have it twice this coming summer.  

Sally also questioned about possibly using the old Township Building for community events such as Yoga classes, knitting classes or possible classes offered by the community college.  Bob thought this was a good idea and suggested that we start to solicit ideas from the residents.  

Land Preservation Board Report – Jerry Steele read his report. Jerry gave updates on four preservation projects including the Wolf property, the Koch property, the Horth property,  and the Heindel property.  Jerry indicated that a new land preservation application was submitted from William Smejkal.  
Engineer Report 
1. Fred Crivellaro – Release of Escrow Funds

Mr. Crivellaro is seeking to have a Verizon Utility pole relocated off of his property. Dave went through the February 8, 2005 minutes where that was discussed.  At the time they were looking for a C/O to open facility and the Board granted them four months to rectify the situation.  Dave said that the pole still hasn’t been removed.  Dave indicated that the escrow should not be released until this issue is resolved.  As mentioned before, Debbie said that she is currently working on setting up a meeting with Verizon.  
2. Ward Trucking Update– Glendon Borough

On Monday, January 9, 2006, Brian and Dave attended a Planning Commission meeting in Glendon Borough.  This plan is a conditional use application that Ward Trucking has in the Borough of Glendon. The Planning Commission of Glendon has to make a report to Council of Glendon about that application and additional conditions they will recommend. Dave indicated that he and Brian made a presentation on behalf of the Township with emphasis on the traffic issues that may result.  Dave indicated that a traffic study should be performed and forward it on to the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission.  Dave indicated that a meeting will be held next week, which he will be attending, to express the Township’s concern over that application.  The Township has written to them in the past with their concerns and the matter was tabled by the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission.  Debbie will request additional information from the Borough of Glendon asking to be notified of additional meetings.  Glendon Council is scheduled to make a decision on this matter on January 25, 2006.  Dave said that both he and Brian will present to Glendon Council as well.   
Dave then indicated that there will be 100 truck bays when the project is finished.  Fred suggested imposing weight limits on roadway.  Brian said that there has to be valid reason and rationale for imposing such weight limits. 
3. Traffic Signalization Update
We are in the process of completing the packet that needs to be submitted to the DRJTB.  With respect to PennDot coordination, we have been meeting with about six to eight developers to talk about all the PennDot issues and the traffic issues.  Another meeting will be held on January 12, 2006.

Josh Weinstien inquired about the location of the traffic lights.  Dave indicated that traffic signalization is required at the I-78 ramps on Morgan Hill Road.  Mr. Weinstein then questioned why there are no guardrails on the East bound on ramp to I-78.  Bob indicated that the Bridge Commission owns that property.  Fred then suggested a meeting.  

4. PennDot Coordination – Cedar Park

Dave indicated that a meeting will be held on this matter on January 12, 2006. 

5. Bougher Hill Estates 

Dave indicated that no action should be taken on this matter at this time. 

Mr. Kram stated that water is still running through this property.  Mike Strawn indicated that he was at Mr. Kram’s house when this was occurring and that the water was coming down the natural valley of the land, running through his yard and did say it was a mess.  
Sally said that this has been an ongoing issue, maybe Dave, Mike and Fred could go up and take an overall look and come up with a report to the Board as to what is really happening, whose responsibility is it and what needs to be done.  
Bob explained that we are not releasing the escrow money until this issue is resolved to see if we can get a solution.   

Old Business - NONE
New Business 
1. Resolution Eliminating Health Benefit Packages to Elected Officials – Resolution 2006-3

Bob explained that extending health care benefits should be exclusively for employees, not for elected officials.  Sally asked for motion to accept Resolution 2006-3, Resolution Eliminating Health Benefit Packages to Elected Officials.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.

2. Approval to Purchase Diversion Meters for the Morgan Hill Golf Community.  
Debbie said that there have been complaints from residents on Pine Valley Terrace, including Anthony Karrackle who is present and has an $1,800.00 sewer bill.  Debbie indicated that this is a huge issue that needs to be resolved. Debbie stated that she doesn’t understand why so much water is being used there.  She said that she has been in contact with Forks, Palmer and Wilson, who all indicated that their sewer billing is based on water usage.  Debbie indicated that we are currently trying to rectify this situation.  It is uncertain whether there are leaks or the billing is being done correctly.  Dave asked Mr. Karrackle if he is aware of any leaks on his property. Mr. Karrackle indicated that there is no leaks.  

Bob asked if we can assist the residents of Pine Valley Terrace immediately to keep creditors at bay.  Brian said to direct Berkheimer not to turn over any of the bills to their credit collection agencies.   
To that end, Debbie stated that she received prices from two companies for diversion meters, National Waterworks and Water Pro.  They both quoted figures in the same ballpark.  National Waterworks quoted $6,720.00 and Water Pro quoted $6,675.00
Sally asked for motion to direct Berkheimer not to turn over any Williams Township Residents to collections until the high sewer billing issue is fixed.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.

Debbie asked for motion to purchase the diversion meters and that residents of Pine Valley are required to purchase from Water Pro. Sally asked for motion approve the purchase of diversion meters at $6,675.00 from Water Pro out of West Chester and that residents of Pine Valley Terrace are required to purchase the diversion meters.  Bob made motion, second by Fred carried 3-0.
3. Appointment of an Accountant to Audit the Accounts of Williams Township for the Year 2005.  

Brian stated that this Resolution has to be advertised and will be differed until the next meeting.  
Supervisors’ Remarks

Bob indicated that the Supervisors have restructured and duties will be broken up into liaisons.  Bob said that this is an attempt to narrow down the focus and allow a bit more personal attention to various matters. 

Audience Comments
1.
Jeff McGuire indicated that the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission has a draft update of the Storm Water Management Plan.  He asked that we comment about the 200 year storms and requested that we direct the comment to the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission.  Dave said that this review process has been ongoing for quite some time and most recently the LVPC was hopeful that comments might be ready for adoption within the next two years. 

2.
Gary Gavornic – Congratulated the Sally and Fred on becoming Supervisors.  Mr. Gavornic questioned about Host Negotiations.  He said that he crunched numbers and came up with a decent figure.  He stated that by not having a host agreement, the Township gave up over $1,000,000 over the past 5 years.  Mr. Govornic also indicated that he is a firm believer of open space.  Sally explained to Mr. Govornic that Chrin wants expansion in exchange for $3.00. Sally said that they have to understand that what Chrin is willing to pay in host fees, that they in turn want an expansion of the landfill.  Bob and Mr. Gavornic also discussed the host fee and landfill expansion. 
3.
Josh Weinstein – Asked if the Ordinance Committee Meeting is open to the public.  Debbie indicated that it is open to the public; however public comments are not permitted. 
4.
Richard Lutz – Mr. Lutz inquired about Basin 1 and Basin 8.  Dave said that we are still working with the Golf Course on this issue.  Mr. Lutz indicated that there are no further steps being taken to decrease the quantity of water.  

Sally asked that Dave make a little map for herself and Fred to indicate to them what is happening with this matter as it is a bit confusing.   

5.
Pete Andresen - Mr. Andresen indicated that PennDOT said that they were going to clean out culverts, but were not specific when this would occur. Debbie said that she spoke with PennDOT and everything was cleared.  She said that they would be down again along 611 in mid-February to clean out the culverts.  

6.
Linda Heindel – Commented about the proposed activities at the old Municipal Building and suggested ways to get people involved.  She also indicated that the Historical Society will celebrate its 30th year.  
Sally asked for motion to adjourn.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0. 
9:15 PM

 




Respectfully submitted,






Jennifer L. Freidl





Township Secretary
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