Williams Township Board of Supervisors

September 13, 2005

The regular monthly meeting of the Williams Township Board of Supervisors, 655 Cider Press Road, Easton, PA 18042 was held on the above date and called to order at 7:05 PM by Chairman John Cusick. John led the audience in the pledge to the flag. Others present were Supervisors Robert Doerr and Robert Helm, Township Solicitor Brian Monahan, Township Engineer David Harte, Township Manager Deborah Patterson, Zoning Officer Richard Adams, Public Works Director, Michael Strawn, and Township Secretary, Jennifer Freidl.  

John announced to the audience that an Executive Session was held on August 22, 2005 with regard to Chrin Landfill Host Negotiations.  John also announced that the next Chrin Curative Amendment Public Hearing will be held on September 14, 2005 at 7:00 P.M.


John asked for approval of the August 9, 2005 minutes.  Bob Doerr made motion, second by John, carried 2-0.


Debbie presented the expenses for the month.  John asked for motion to approve expenses in General Fund in the amount of $161,182.09; Subdivision Expenses in the mount of $8,071.25; Driveway Escrow Releases in the amount of $2,500.00; and Sewage Expenses in the amount of $950.00.  Bob Helm made motion, second by Bob Doerr, carried 3-0.  Debbie also indicated that we had to repair a flashing school light at a cost of $5,427.00.  This cost will be split with the School District.
Manager's Report
Debbie stated at last month’s meeting that she received a copy of the Lower Saucon Open Space Plan.  She stated that Dave Harte reviewed this document and they feel that this has little impact on Williams Township.  A letter will be sent in this regard. 
Debbie stated that we received a request from Alan Meyers to approve a detour route from Route 611 while pipes are being installed between Cedarville Road and Browns Drive.  The detour will begin Sunday, September 18 at 6:00 P.M. and conclude September 19 at 6:00 P.M.  It was indicated that Alan Meyers has advised all Emergency Services, PA State Police, Delaware Joint Toll Bridge Commission, School Districts, Radio Stations, TV Stations and Newspapers of this detour.  

Final closing on the Penn Foam property was conducted on September 12, 2005 with Richard Lavoie and Dara Cook for a purchase amount of $10,000.00.

Debbie indicated that Dave Harte and Mike Strawn attended a meeting with the Deputy Director of the Delaware Joint Toll Bridge Commission last Thursday to discuss the Grant Application to place two traffic lights along Morgan Hill Road at the I-78 Interchange area.  Debbie stated that there are 26 applications for $40,000,000 in grant monies.  Debbie said our application is very clean and beginning at the end of this month, they will be awarding the grants.  Debbie stated that the grant discussion was very positive.  

Debbie stated that the proposed War Memorial has been staked out per Glenn Zimpfer.  Everything will be provided for by different contractors from the Township.  Debbie said that we were approached by Senator Wonderling advising us that there is grant money available for this project.  Debbie indicated that the only thing that will not be paid for is the flagpole and flag.  The grant money would cover this.  John asked for a motion to approve applying for the grant.  Bob Helm made motion, second by Bob Doerr, carried 3-0.


Correspondence – Debbie said she received an e-mail from Bill Concolino stating that there will be a COG meeting on Wednesday, September 21, 2005 in West Easton and they are requesting an elected official and Township Manager from each municipality to attend.  Debbie asked which of the Supervisors would like to attend.  John said that he would have to think about it because this is scheduled on a Planning Commission Meeting night.  


Recreation – Debbie stated that the volleyball court is completed.  She said that the Public Works Department did an excellent and professional job on the construction and completion of this project.

Public Works Facility – Debbie stated that she, Mike Strawn and Bob Helm will be meeting with Bob Toedter from the Martinson Group on Wednesday, September 14, 2005 to begin the process and discussion of the new Public Works Facility.  More updates will be provided as the project moves along.  Debbie said that once there is a clearer cost for the project, then we will need to meet with the approved financial advisor to decide how the Township will be funding this project. Debbie asked for approval to advertise and sell Truck #8, 1985 Autocar, and wants to let it sit at Public Works Facility.  This will be a closed bid and will be present the results of the bid for the next meeting.  Debbie stated that only the truck will be bid, not the plow.  John asked for a motion to advertise this truck.  Bob Helm made motion, second by Bob Doerr, carried 3-0..

Zoning Office Report – Richard Adams gave the report for August 2005.

Fire Report –  No report was given.
Emergency Squad Report – Kyle Sherman gave his report for August 2005.  
Planning Commission Report – Sally gave the report for August 2005. 
1.
Marracini/ATT – Barrons Circle

The Planning Commission moved to recommend approval to the Board of Supervisors of the Subdivision and Lot Line subject to: (1) meeting all the requirements of the Harte Engineering’s Comment and Review Letter dated June 10, 2005; (2) language restricting, prohibiting, and denying access to any of adjacent parcels to the Barrons Circle through the within property; and (3) agreement to restrict the property so that it would not be further subdivided. Joseph Piperato, Esquire appear for Mr. Marracini and Gary Asteak, Esquire appeared for Daniel and Jennifer Petrozzo.  
Attorney Piperato responded to Attorney Asteak’s allegations he presented at the July 12, 2005 meeting. 
The issue here is that the flag lots have been abolished by the Township in the Ordinance and are no longer allowed.  However, Mr. Marracini’s plan pre-dated the abolishment of the flag lots.    Bob Helm made motion to approve Resolution 2005-19, second by Bob Doerr, John opposed, carried 2-1.  
Recreation Board Report – Ray Abert gave the report for August 2005. 
Land Preservation Board Report – Jerry Steele gave the report for August 2005.  
1. James Koch/DCNR Grant
More acreage is requested to be added to the total amount, therefore, John asked for motion to reassess this property.  Motion by Bob Doerr, second by Bob Helm, carried 3-0.
2. Ned and Linda Heindel – Northampton County Grant Application – Resolution 2005-20
Jeff McGuire stated that the Northampton County Open Space has funding available and has requested that an application be sent for this grant.  The Board was asked for their support with regard to this.  John asked for motion to approve Resolution 2005-20 supporting the Northampton County Grant Application.  Bob Doerr made motion, second by Bob Helm, carried 3-0. 
Engineer Report 
1.
Update on Flow Meter for Pump Station


This project is still being worked on. 
2.
Park Light Payment Approval
Dave indicated that he has performed an inspection and has found the project to be complete therefore approving the application for final payment in the amount of $18,481.91. John asked for motion to approve payment of $18,481.91 to Metro Electrical for the work that was performed on the ball field lights as final payment.  Bob Doerr made motion, second by John, carried 3-0.
3.
Fry’s Run Stream Restoration

Dave indicated that the Fry’s Run Stream Restoration Project has begun.  He will give us updates as the project progresses.
4.
Traffic Signal Grant Update

Debbie indicated that Dave Harte and Mike Strawn attended a meeting with the Deputy Director of the Delaware Joint Toll Bridge Commission last Thursday to discuss the Grant Application to place two traffic lights along Morgan Hill Road at the I-78 Interchange area.  Debbie stated that there are 26 applications for $40,000,000 in grant monies.  Debbie said our application is very clean and beginning at the end of this month, they will be awarding the grants.  Debbie stated that the grant discussion was very positive.  
Correspondence
The Lehigh Valley Coalition on Affordable Housing – We received correspondence requesting the Township to donate $3,306.56 to this cause.  Katherine Watt appeared on behalf the Lehigh Valley Coalition on Affordable Housing and gave a brief statement regarding the background of this organization. Gary Miller and Blake Heffner were also present. John stated that this would have to wait until the budget meetings for the year 2006 to discuss this.  
Old Business
1. Bucket Truck Bid Approval – 
Mike Strawn indicated that Route 23 Automall was the lowest bidder and Princeton Nassau was the most expensive bidder.  Bid specs were received with regard to the chassis and indicated that Route 23 complied with all specs.  John asked for motion to approve Route 23 Auto Mall for the amount of $83,812.00.  Bob Helm made motion, second by Bob Doerr, carried 3-0.  
2. Grader Bid Approval – 
Mike Strawn indicated that B&K Equipment offered a 1996 John Deere 770 BH at a cost of $58,000.00.  This was not the lowest bid, however, the lowest bidder, Beck, offered a grader that looked in poor shape and that the repairs that would have to made would actually bring the true cost over what B&K bid.  John made motion to reject the bid of Beck Equipment to the repair issues that may arise.  Bob Helm made motion, second by Bob Doerr, carried 3-0.  John made motion to approve B&K Equipment’s 1996 John Deere 770 BH in the amount of $58,000.00.  Bob Helm made motion, second by Bob Doerr, carried 3-0.
3.
Janitorial Supply Bid Approval - 

Debbie stated that Williams Township is part of the Lehigh Valley Cooperative Purchasing Council and we were elected to perform the Recycled Janitorial Paper Products Bid. We only received one bid and that was from Penn Valley Chemical at a cost of $44,879.26.  John asked for motion to approve Penn Valley Chemical to provide Recycled Janitorial Paper Products for an amount of $44,879.26.  Bob Doerr made motion, second by Bob Helm, carried 3-0.
4.
Chrin Sewer Reallocation Resolution No. 2005-21 
Tom McMonigle appeared on behalf of Chrin.  We received a request from Chrin, through their counsel, in April to adopt a resolution to allow 22,000 gallons per day of sewage capacity.  Brian met with Dave Harte to prepare the Resolution.  Brian indicated that the sewer line will be constructed along Industrial Drive at the expense of Chrin and then dedicated to Williams Township.  Mr. McMonigle said he did receive the proposed Resolution and that it contained a lot of errors, and portions of the Resolution were not acceptable to Chrin and that the language needs to be revised.  

It was requested that the phrase public extension within the resolution be changed to private extension.  Mr. McMonigle stated that there were no other problems with the proposed Resolution except that there will be no dedication to the Township.  
Dave Harte has concerns because if a gas station facility is being built there, sewage will be provided and we will be expecting fees.  Dave is also concerned that the Township has no recourse with Chrin, if Chrin decides to sell the gas station, to force the buyer of the gas station to connect to a private sewer.  Dave indicated that this same issue is occurring on Hilton Street.   

John asked for motion to approve Resolution 2005-21, with the changes mentioned above. Bob Doerr made motion, second by Bob Helm, carried 3-0.

New Business 
1.
Public Sewer Rules and Regulations Ordinance No. 2005-5 

Brian is seeking to amend Ordinance 1992-8, regulating the allocation and transfer of sewage capacity and revise the rules and regulations.  The amended resolution will close the doors to any future transfers.   John asked for motion to approve Ordinance 2005-5, which amends Ordinance 1992-8.  Bob Doerr made motion, second by Bob Helm, carried 3-0. 
Audience Comments

1. Bob Lilly – Supports the Township in the pending lawsuit Chrin filed. 

2. Margaret Schley – Talked about the Letter to the Editor of the Express authored by Bob Lilly.

3. Fred Mebus – Questioned the Township where the $58,000.00 came from to buy a grader.  John said we budgeted a new Township car this year, which was not used, and decided to purchase the grader instead. 

4. Pete Andreson ​– Asked why Hanover Engineering was fired right after the golf course plans were approved.  This question went unanswered. 

5. Tim Fenstermaker – Offered his support to the Township regarding the pending suit Chrin filed. 

6. Vince Foglia - Offered his support to the Township regarding the pending suit Chrin filed. 

7. Jeff Martinson - Offered his support to the Township regarding the pending suit Chrin filed. 

8. Sue Martinson - Offered her support to the Township regarding the pending suit Chrin filed. 

9. Kathy Lilly - Offered her support to the Township regarding the pending suit Chrin filed. 

10. Cindy Nestor - Offered her support to the Township regarding the pending suit Chrin filed. 

11. Joe Karminski - Offered his support to the Township regarding the pending suit Chrin filed. 

12. Frank Korpics – Offered to donate $2,000.00 for the War Memorial.  
13. George Washburn - Offered his support to the Township regarding the pending suit Chrin filed. 

John asked for motion to adjourn.  Bob Helm made motion, second by John, carried 3-0. 
10:20 PM

 




Respectfully Submitted,






Jennifer L. Freidl





Township Secretary
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