Williams Township Board of Supervisors

August 9, 2006

The regular monthly meeting of the Williams Township Board of Supervisors, 655 Cider Press Road, Easton, PA 18042 was held on the above date and called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson Sally Hixson. Sally led the audience in the pledge to the flag. Others present were Supervisors Robert Doerr and Fred Mebus, Township Solicitor Brian Monahan, Township Engineer David Harte, Township Manager Deborah Patterson, Township Public Works Director Michael Strawn, Zoning Officer Richard Adams and Township Secretary Jennifer Tripp.  
Acknowledgement of 11/12 Year Old Williams Township Boys Baseball Team – The Board passed a Resolution at last month’s meeting recognizing the 11/12 year old Williams Township Boys Baseball team for winning the Williams Township Baseball Tournament – June 22 through June 25, 2006.
Open Space Referendum Update -  Gary Pulcini stated that some issues came to light with regard to the Open Space Referendum.  DCED informed Mr. Pulcini that the DCED Unit Debt Act does not count towards borrowing rights.  DCED said that this is earmarked revenue solely for the purpose of open space.  He stated that this is the same as electoral debt and that there is no need for a referendum process.

Sally asked for motion to authorize Brian to draft a resolution that repeals the desire resolution under the Debt Act and to notify the Board of Elections that we are repealing that particular referendum ballot question and that it should be taken off the ballot.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.

Announcement of Executive Session – Sally announced that executive sessions were held on August 2, 2006 and August 8, 2006 and August 9, 2006.

Approval of July 12, 2006 Minutes and July 21, 2006 Minutes– Sally asked for motion to approve the minutes of July 12, 2006.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.   Sally asked for motion to approve the minutes of July 21, 2006.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0. 
Expenses – Debbie read the expenses for the month. Sally asked for motion to approve expenses in the General Fund in the amount of $146,657.30; Subdivision Expenses to Dave Harte in the amount of $9,783.00 and to Brian Monahan in the amount of $423.00; for a total of $10,206.00; Sewage Expenses in the amount of $8,300.00; and Driveway Escrow Releases in the amount of $7,083.000 (Toll Brothers $2,500.00; Mr. & Mrs. Murray Ott in the amount of $250.00; Knipe Building Group in the amount of $2,833.00 and Nehme Nehme in the amount of $1,500.00); Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.  
Treasurer’s Report – Sally asked for motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report for June 2006.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0. 
Manager’s Report -  Debbie stated that The Martinson Group has submitted plans for the August Planning Commission meeting for their review and comment. She stated that she hoped this project will be out for bid in September.   Debbie indicated that she and Brian met with the family of Naomi Dornblaser to discuss purchasing a triangular piece of the property (approximately .25 of an acre) to straighten property lines and to aid in the set backs for the new facility. 

Debbie said that on Friday, August 4, 2006, Fred Crivellaro received a check in the amount of $204,000.00 for the approved purchase of 30,000 gallons of sewer capacity. She said that she spoke with Karl Kline, Solicitor for Forks Township, and he has assured her that there will be a check forth coming for the purchase of 21,000 gallons of Williams Township sewer capacity at a cost of $6.80/gallon or $142,800.00.

Debbie received a letter from Metro Electrical regarding the repair and costs associated with the leaning light pole. Metro does not agree with the Township’s position and who is responsible for the costs.  Sally, Bob and Fred are all okay with the stand that the Township took on this matter.  Sally asked for motion to direct Brian to write a letter to Metro Electrical with regard to the stance the Township is taking.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0. 
Dave Hopkins, Director of Public Works for the City of Easton contacted Debbie regarding stormwater issues along the I-78 Corridor such as Hilton Street, Centre Street and Glendale Street, all of which abut the City of Easton. She stated that it was first suggested that City of Easton and Williams Township share in costs to perform a stormwater study of that area, but we were able to find a study that was completed by Hanover Engineering in 2001 of that entire area. There were recommendations with that study, but at the time, the City of Easton was not interested in pursuing any cost associated with fixing the problem. Debbie stated that Mr. Thomas Bougher wants to subdivide and put townhouses in that area and there is a major stormwater problem. She said that the City has indicated, based on a physical visit, that there is a new detention basin that sits behind Phantom Fire Works, which they felt was put in by Phantom Fire Works, when in fact it sits on the Smith Industrial Park property. The study that was previously done also required that Richard Smith participate but also was not agreeable he wanted the township to incur all costs. Sally said that the development that is brining this to the forefront is  development in Easton, but the water will be going into Williams Township.  Dave said stormwater flows into Easton.  Dave said that the engineer thought that there was a way to alleviate the problem.  Dave said that he received a call from the City of Easton to get help with the problem because he claims he has an ongoing stormwater issue.  Sally said that the developer has to solve his own problem, not the Township.  She said that if the City wants to discuss the matter that is fine.  She suggested that Dave look at the plans to see what was not completed and report back to the Township.  Dave said he has talked to PennDot, they weren’t going to do anything.  
Debbie stated that about two weeks ago she met briefly with two gentlemen from FEMA who were interested in gathering information on the recent flooding along Canal Road and any other area that was affected by the flood in June. She said that Hazard Mitigation was discussed and how that particular program works.   Debbie said that there have been many phone calls requesting the Township to take advantage of the program. She said that the Township is currently part of the Northampton and Lehigh County Hazard Mitigation Program. She said that the Township would need to put together information with addresses of all properties to be affected, a description of the work to be completed, along with costs. 

Debbie stated that she has been approached by the Homeowners Association of Fox Creek who want to meet with our Solicitor and Engineer to discuss what Ashley Development needs to do prior to requesting the Township take over that development. Sally doesn’t think that our Solicitor or Engineer should meet with them.  Brian said that if there was a specific reason rather than a vague request that may involve the Supervisors, you may want to consider it.  Brian didn’t get any specifics.  Dave said he had a discussion about the completion of the roads and stated that a meeting has been scheduled with Ashley regarding this.  Dave’s opinion is that it is still Ashley’s responsibility.  Sally suggested putting the concerns in writing to the Supervisors.  Fred said that to his understanding, the main roads would be Township roads.  Debbie stated that everything is going to belong to the Township.  Sally asked for Brian to look into the issue. Brian said he would look into it and there may be recourse.  Dave said it seemed like an offer to the Township.  Brian indicated that there may be some issues.  
Debbie has also been asked to allow the Association to use the Community Building for their meetings. Debbie asked if they should be charged to use the building.  Sally said that the Recreation Board is currently working on developing a policy for that building.  Sally suggested that we wait to make any decisions until the Recreation Board has a policy in place. 
Public Works Report –   Mike read his report for July 12, 2006 through August 9, 2006.
Mike said that the bank on Old Well Road gave way which made the pipe collapse causing a sink hole.  Mike said that they stabilized it, but if  it doesn’t hold, something else will need to be done.  Jeff McGuire stated that DCNR made money available for stream signs wherever a road crossed Frys Run.  Jeff asked for the Board’s approval to allow Jenn to start the process.  Sally asked for motion to direct Jenn to start working on the grant.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried  3-0.  

Zoning Office Report –  Rich read his report for July 2006. 
Sally asked Rich when he gives out a pool permit, if he goes back to make sure there is fencing around it.  Rich said he checks it, as well as the building code inspector.  Sally also asked if Rich drives around on a regular basis to look for violations within the Township. Rich said he didn’t but if he comes across a violation, he will call the owner.  
Planning Commission Report –    Terry read the report for July 2006.
1. Sky King Fireworks – Cedarville Road – Request for Extension of Resolution 2006-11 -  Sally said some questions were raised about the restrictive covenant. Danny Cohen, Attorney for Sky King, said that this covenant stays in place and the property is currently being marketed.  He stated that there is no jeopardy that someone will try to pull a fast one on the Township.  Dave said he doesn’t know what it is that we are extending.  Dave said that there is approval to put in a fireworks store there.  He said that if there is another building with the same requirements, then planning should be simple, but if it is totally different, they are back to square one.  Attorney Cohen stressed that this will not be another fireworks store.  Sally asked for motion to extend Resolution 2006-11 to October 31, 2006.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.

Recreation Board Report – Ray read the report for July 2006.
Ray said he talked to Bob about putting netting up.   Ray said that the senior legion will be playing here, and with the older group, he felt the need to protect the people at the refreshment stand.  Ray received a quote in the amount of $3,800.00, which included removable poles.  Ray stated that a front-end loader would be used to remove the poles and that the bucket truck would be used to put up and take down the netting.  Sally suggested that Dave look into this issue and wait until next month to make a decision.  

1.
Rubber Mulch - Sally said that she saw a child care center with rubber mulch and that the person raved about it and had a good recommendation.  She stated that this was the only place she found.  Dave stated for a Township truck to pick up a ten ton load will cost approximately $3,000.00.  Sally, Fred and Bob all indicated that they are willing to give the rubber mulch a try.  Sally asked for motion to have a Public Works employee go to PlaySafer and pick up a truckload for $3,000.00.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.
2.
Playground Signs - Sally said that Katie surveyed many townships in PA and NJ.  Overall, they do not have signs at their playgrounds.  Brian said that he did research and the issue is about sovereign immunity.  He said that the plaintiff will have the ability to make a claim and now you are liable.  Brian said that it would be a mistake to put up signs warning children that they shouldn’t play a certain way on a piece of equipment.  Brian said he  also spoke to our insurance consultant and provided him with a fax stating that any particular signs is not needed and may open the door for plaintiffs counsel to open the door for safety concerns that were not listed.  Brian said there are Rules and Regulations that are posted and that covers it.
 
LAND PRESERVATION BOARD REPORT – Jerry Steele read the report for July 21, 2006.
1. Kirby-Heindel Easement Application with the Northampton County Open Space and Natural Areas Programs – Resolution 2006-23

This is the property co-owned by the Kirbys and Heindels.  Jerry stated that preservation is already in progress.  Jerry gave a summary of finances, stated that the appraisal was done, and that they will be applying to Northampton County and DCNR.  He stated that they are requesting $38,000.00 from the County, which they anticipate will be matched by DCNR and $8,216.00 from the Williams Township Open Space fund.  Sally asked for motion to approve Resolution 2006-23 Supporting the Kirby-Heindel Easement Application with the Northampton County Open Space and Natural Areas Program. Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.

  ENGINEER REPORT – 
1. Chrin Landfill Inspections  -  Dave read the report prepared by David Chismar.  Dave Harte said that there are some items that he felt were violations, and stated that Chrin has been very cooperative in addressing the issues.  He said that Chrin has been in ongoing compliance with the requests.   Tom McMonigle said he was there to answer any questions.  Mr. McMonigle stated that these inspection reports are rather lengthy and DEP will write not determine on an issue, which means that they did not do an in depth look at it because of time constraints.  Sally said that she and Debbie toured the landfill and said it was very interesting.  Sally said she was very happy that she went to see the whole landfill and what has been done, gives her a better understanding of what is going on.    

2.
Cider Press Road Culvert – Steve Ruoff of 125 Cider Press Road – explained to the Board that the box-culvert is too short.  He said it butts into his driveway and has concerns about it.  He said that the way that it is oriented looks short and the center line will be hard to maintain.  Dave said the road is not being moved and that the road curves.  Dave also said that the pavement was cut.  Dave stated that when the guardrail is on, it will appear the same as it was previously.  However, Dave said he will take a look at it.  Mr. Ruoff also stated that the project was poorly engineered, planned and executed.  He suggested that the Supervisors go and look at it.  Fred said that he was there that afternoon and had the same questions to Dave.  Sally suggested that Debbie set up a meeting with Dave, Fred and herself, to look at the plans and go out and look at the project.  
3.  Traffic Signalization Update - Dave said that he is waiting to have a meeting with PennDot so he can get the design rapped up.  The permit was issued at Morgan Hill and Cedarville as part of the Cedar Park Project.  PennDot is currently doing an application for the Moss Tract which affects that as well.  There has been a permit application for a light at Belmont.   
4.
Pump Station Cleanout Update – Dave stated that all the cleanout work has been completed. Debbie asked if the lines were disconnected and tested.  Dave said that this has not yet been done and that there are a lot of lines that need to be tested.  Dave said he is waiting to hear from Ashley Development to see how that will be done.  

OLD BUSINESS
1.
Sewer Billing/Ordinance - Sally said we need to redo this Ordinance. She said emails, letters, and phone calls were received.  There seems to be a problem and it needs to be redone.  Sally directed Brian and Dave to meet with Debbie before the September monthly meeting.  Dave stated that the current rates were based on the pump station and maintenance.  Dave stated that other municipalities do not incur the costs we do.  
NEW BUSINESS
1.
Daniel  and Jennifer Petrozzo v. Williams Township Board of Supervisors, Appellee v. AAT Communications Corp. and Silvio Marracini, Intervenors, (Northampton Common Pleas No 2005-7331); Opinion and Order of Court By F.P. Kimberly McFadden, Judge dated July 27, 2006 denying and dismissing Land Use Appeal and Affirming Subdivision plan approved by Board of Supervisors. Brian stated that he is asking the Board to Grant Silvio Marracini time to complete the improvements which his part of the normal practice.  Brian suggested a six month time frame.  Sally asked for motion to set a date on Resolution 2005-19.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.   
2. Request for Refund of Duplicate Tax Payment – Edward Thaler - $25.48 – Sally asked for motion to refund Edward Thaler $25.48.  Fred made motion, second by Bob carried 3-0. 

3. Request to Issue a check to Mr. & Mrs. Glendell Roberts for a Sewer Credit - $921.30 – Sally asked for motion to refund $921.30 to Mr. & Mrs. Roberts.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0. 
4. Request for Sewage Capacity – Anderson & Anderson/TNT Fireworks – This matter was tabled until next month because there has not been preliminary plan approval. Dave said that there are many issues, including PennDot issues that need to be discussed.   Brian suggested to table the request and indicate the information presented at this point is not detailed enough to take action 

5. The Township of Williams vs. Rish, Ltd., Ameriserve, Inc., and Diamond Point Construction, LLC.  No.: 2006-MML-4486 – Resolution 2006-24 - This is an ongoing issue with Diversified Flock and their ability to make payments for sewage.  At one point it involved a bankruptcy.  The Board advised Brian to record a municipal lien, which he did.  Debbie and Brian met with the City to negotiate a resolution of the sewer bill which had accrued to $138,000.  The City agreed to accept $75,000 to resolve any outstanding sewer issues.  Sally asked for motion to approve Resolution 2006-24 and execute the general release.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.

6. Chrin Brothers, Inc. vs. Williams Twp. Zoning Hearing Board vs. Williams Township, (Northampton Common Pleas No. 2005-7974); Decision and Order of Court by Edward G. Smith, Judge, Dated August 4, 2006. Brian stated that this is regard to the request for a transfer station.  On August 4, Judge Smith entered an order upholding the Zoning Hearing Board decision versus Chrin in all matters.  

SUPERVISORS’ REMARKS – None.
AUDIENCE COMMENTS
1. Richard Lutz – Mr. Lutz stated that he will be meeting with the golf course and their engineer.  He stated that those discussions will be leading to putting in an infiltration system.  Mr. Lutz is still pleading with the Township for help with regard to his flooding situation. 

2. Lynn Eisenfeld – Ms. Eisenfeld said FEMA is looking to find properties that want to be acquired and not rebuilt.  Debbie said that is their top priority, they are looking at properties to be acquired before they will be raised.  The Township will have to pay to acquire, but the Township doesn’t have funding.  
Sally asked for motion to adjourn.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.
10:05 P.M.

 




Respectfully submitted,






Jennifer L. Tripp





Township Secretary





Williams Township Board of Supervisors


PAGE  
6

