Williams Township Board of Supervisors

July 12, 2006

The regular monthly meeting of the Williams Township Board of Supervisors, 655 Cider Press Road, Easton, PA 18042 was held on the above date and called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson Sally Hixson. Sally led the audience in the pledge to the flag. Others present were Supervisors Robert Doerr and Fred Mebus, Township Solicitor Brian Monahan, Township Engineer David Harte, Township Manager Deborah Patterson, Township Public Works Director Michael Strawn, Zoning Officer Richard Adams and Township Secretary Jennifer Tripp.  
Public Hearing - NOTICE OF INTENTION TO PASS DESIRE RESOLUTION BY REFERENDUM AUTHORIZING ELECTORAL DEBT PURSUANT TO THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT UNIT DEBT ACT, TITLE 53 PA. C.S.A. SECTION 8001, et seq., FOR THE PRESERVATION OF OPEN SPACE – 
Bob explained to the audience that the Board would like to put a referendum question on the ballot for the voters to vote on in November.  He stated that the Township is asking the voters if they are willing to agree that the Township establish a line of credit with funds that are already earmarked.  Bob stated that money is restricted to open space purchases.  Bob indicated that about $250,000.00 per year comes out of the open space tax and with this, the Township can handle a $2,500,000.00 debt service. Bob explained that this is a line of credit, which does not involve a tax increase. Bob said we need access to this money sooner or later in order to preserve.  This is electoral debt which can be approved or not approved by the voters.  Bob said that if this is approved by the voters, it will not count towards the Township’s credit. Bob said we have been awarded approximately $1.4 million for our open space efforts to date. Bob said this is a huge success for a Township of our size.  Bob stated that there are multiple sources of these funds and it demonstrates how successful we have been.  He said we need the ability to get the money we need.   

1. Peter Andreson asked on what year was the $250,000 the Township received in open space tax.  Bob said it was this past calendar year.  
2. Alan Kirby thinks it is very important to move forward to get additional access to open space projects. 
Sally asked for motion to pass Resolution 2006-21 – Notice of Intention to Pass Desire Resolution By Referendum Authorizing Electoral Debt Pursuant to the Local Government Unit Debt Act,  Title 53 PA. C.S.A. Section 8001, et seq., For the Preservation of Open Space.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0. 

Sally announced that an Executive Session was held on June 6, 2006 and June 15, 2006 to discuss pending legal matters.

Sally asked for motion to approve the May 10, 2006 Regular Meeting Minutes as presented.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.  

Presentation by Dan Redington of Mary Meuser Library – Mr. Redington wanted to present to the Board the Library’s annual report and statistics.  Mr. Redington stated that there was a significant drop in circulation because the Library was closed for several weeks last year due to renovations. Mr. Redington also reported that LTSA grants help the Library in order to purchase computers.     

Expenses – Debbie read the expenses for the month. Sally asked for motion to approve expenses in the General Fund in the amount of $104,930.98; Subdivision Expenses to Dave Harte in the amount of $13,869.50 and to Brian Monahan in the amount of $637.50; Sewage Expenses in the amount of $2,850.00; and Driveway Escrow Releases in the amount of $1,750.00 (Toll Brothers $500.00; Mr. & Mrs. James Andrews  in the amount of $250.00; Elliot Building Group in the amount of $1,000.00.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.
Treasurer’s Report – Sally asked for motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report for May 2006.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0. 
Manager’s Report -  


Debbie presented the Board with a construction schedule which was submitted by the Martinson Group.  As the schedule shows, we are anticipating a submission for the August Planning Commission Meeting. The Public Works Department will be installing the driveway after the Williams Township Carnival or by early August.  Debbie stated that during the last week of June, we had another flood event.  She stated that the Fire Company and Emergency Squad did an excellent job reaching all persons who would be affected which gave the residents enough time to prepare for the worst case scenario. The Public Works Department also did an excellent job in clearing debris along the Township roads.  She stated that the Red Cross provided bleach, buckets and cleaning tools in order to help those residents. Also, Giant Food Store provided additional cases of bleach for anyone who needed it for cleanup. Debbie said that she has been in contact with Senator Wonderling’s office and has requested that the Senator’s office possibly set up a meeting regarding the Hazard Mitigation Grant process for those residents that would be interested in learning what the process is.   Debbie stated that there are quite a few residents that are interested in raising their homes along Canal Road. She has requested that Rich Adams try to set up a meeting with those residents so all are aware of what they need to do to comply with the regulations. 

The Sewer Billing Ordinance has been advertised and will be ready for adoption by July 21, 2006. Since we have an Ordinance Review committee meeting that day at 9:30am, she asked the Board to consider having a Special Meeting at 9:00am to approve this Ordinance so we may move forward with the billing process.  Sally asked for motion to hold Special Meeting on July 21 at 9:00 AM to approve Sewer Ordinance.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.  
At the last meeting it was suggested that we consider raising our insurance deductibles. The cost of the reduction is only $236.00 overall.  Debbie stated that she did speak to John Barry of Brown and Brown and he stated that it really is not worth $236.00 to make that change. If the reduction would have been closer to $1,000.00, that would be worth the change. 


Debbie stated that the Land Preservation Board regular meeting will be held in this building on Monday July 17, 2006. The meeting will be to gain input on open space goals and priorities. The Heritage Conservancy will host the meeting. All Township residents are encouraged to attend.

Public Works Report –   Mike read his report for June 15, 2006 through July 12, 2006. 
Mike stated he did inspect the playground equipment and that the walking bridge at the play area in Raubsville is curling up.  
Mike said that micropaving has been done on Royal Manor Road, Bourdon Terrace and Berger Roads.  
Mike also said that Canal Road is in good shape and that all the roads faired pretty well with regard to the recent flooding. 

Tom Houser questioned Mike when Gaffney Hill will be paved as it is a major route into the Township.  Mike and Debbie both explained that only a certain amount of roads can be paved each year and Gaffney Hill is not slated this year.  Sally indicated that Mike is working on a five-year road maintenance plan. 
Zoning Office Report –  Rich read his report for June 2006. 
Rich stated that he would like to present an Amended Fee Schedule to the Board.  He suggested changes to Non–Residential – Special Exception at a fee of $200.00 and Professional Services as needed.  Rich stated that this fee was left out of the schedule when it was put together.  Grading Permit – Rich wanted to include two site inspections for $500 and three or more will be $50 each. Sewer Lateral Permit - $100.00, which would include the inspection of the lateral hookup by the Township Engineer, and stated that the applicant must reimburse the Township for all costs incurred.  Sally asked for motion to approve the amended fee schedule as presented.  Fred stated that hadn’t had time to review the proposed fee schedule as it was given to the Board minutes before the meeting, and thought he should do so before any approval was made.  This matter will be placed on the July 21, 2006 Special Meeting Agenda. 
Planning Commission Report –    Terry read the report for June 2006.
1. Riverview Woods – Resolution 2006-10 – Request for 90 Day Time Extension – Sally asked what would happen if an extension would not be granted.  Brian stated that the applicant has five years to complete the subdivision per the Municipal Planning Code.  Brian stated that this cannot be denied.  Sally asked for motion to grant the 90-day extension.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.  

2. Sky King Fireworks – Cedarville Road – Resolution 2006-11 – Request for Time Extension until September 30, 2006- Dave suggested that Board ask Sky King to appear to find out exactly what the intentions are for that site.  Dave suggested that this be extended for one more month and then have them appear at the next supervisors meeting.  Sally asked for motion to extend Resolution 2006-11 until August 10, 2006 and to appear at the next supervisors meeting.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.  
Recreation Board Report – Ray read the report for July 2006.

Ray stated that the Recreation Program has about 170 children registered.  Ray asked if the Board would extend Recreation one more week because the first week was pretty much rained out.  Sally asked for motion to extend summer recreation for one additional week.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.  Ray said that Mike Glovas attended the last meeting wanting to obtain the wrestling mats for the Wilson Area School District.  Sally said she doesn’t have a problem with making the switch with the School District.  Brian suggested that Ray get more information regarding the mats and ask if it is acceptable to the cheerleading coach as the cheerleaders use those mats to practice.  

At the last meeting, Bob suggested extending the fence down the right field lines and Ray suggested batting cages.  Vic LaCause of Hagerty and Sons  gave us a price of $3,880.00 to accomplish this.  The Township will take out the old fencing that is there now.  Bob asked for motion to award the contract to Hagerty and Sons for the extension of the fencing and the batting cage in the amount of $3,380.00.  Fred made motion, second by Sally, carried 3-0.   


Rubber Mulch -  Sally wants Dave and Mike to meet with Ray and Dot Hagenbuch to figure out where to lay the mulch,  how much we need and to get the bids out.  


Signs for Playground Equipment – Brian said he hasn’t looked into it, will report to the Supervisors at the next meeting.  

Sally asked Ray if the coaches of the sports have to get background checks and asked if their reports come back to the Recreation Board.  Ray said they are supposed to, but they haven’t seen anything this year and Ray has asked to see the reports.  Sally thinks there should be something sent to the Township Office with regard to a report on background checks.  Brian said we can have our auditor do an audit on the Athletic Association.  Sally asked Debbie to talk to the Association to see if they can write the Board a letter saying the process they go through for someone that would like to coach for Williams Township.   
LAND PRESERVATION BOARD REPORT – Alan read the report for June 19, 2006 and gave updates for various projects.

Roger Wolfe – the appraisal has not yet been received; Koch – this application was approved by the Northampton County Citizens Advisory Board.  The matter has been sent to County Council’s subcommittee on open space and may be discussed in August; Heindel – the Township has conditionally approved the remaining balance of $119,797.00 and DCNR approved a request for $400,000.00; Horth – the Horths have agreed to move forward with their easement of $900,000.  The County needs to act on the application, which has been tabled.  The Township conditionally approved $108,400.00; Kirby/Heindel – an Appraisal has been performed and it came in at $69,716.00 for an easement.  Application has been made to the County and DCNR will be contacted to see which program will be appropriate; McBrien – County application was passed onto the Subcommittee.  The DCNR application results have not come in yet; Smejkal – an appraisal has been done and has come in at $121,171.00; Zoccola – the appraisal has been scheduled.  

  ENGINEER REPORT – 
1. Chrin Landfill Inspections – Letter dated July 12, 2006 for July 7, 2006 Host Municipal Inspections.  Dave addressed the finding of his report.  Tom McMonigle appeared on behalf of Chrin and wanted to respond to Dave’s findings.
a. Access Control Plan – Dave stated that the approved plan notes only one access gate, currently there are a total of four which are open along industrial drive.  Mr. McMonigle stated that there are three access gates which are part of the approved plans and stated that there is one access gate used only for waste vehicles at 635 Industrial Drive.  Mr. McMonigle stated that there is also a construction entrance.  He stated that the gate to the east of the 501 building is an exit only gate for truck traffic.  He also stated that there is a full-time employee that watches the gate.  

b. Vegetation established and maintained per plan.  Dave stated that approved soil erosion plans call for any area not active for a period of 20 days shall receive temporary seeding and that there are numerous areas exposed.  Mr. McMonigle stated that the problem is in the area at 6 and 7, which are under constant construction procedures for the last three to four months and it will continue.  
c. Site perimeter clearly marked. Dave stated that there are no perimeter markers along the easterly property line of the landfill.  Mr. McMonigle stated that perimeter markers for 6 and 7 were installed on July 11, 2006.

d. Perimeter fences and barriers in place and maintained.  Dave stated that there is no permanent fence in place between cells 6 and 7.  Mr. McMonigle stated that there is an entire perimeter fence around Chrin and the entire Tarragon property.

e. Soil and erosion control BMP’s implemented per plan.  Dave stated that Chrin’s approved operating procedures call for the installation of silt fence and straw bales below all topsoil stockpiles.  Mr. McMonigle stated that they do not maintain topsoil stockpiles at their site and do not provide straw bales below aggregate piles.

f. Landfill gas collection and destruction systems constructed per plans. Dave stated that the flares do not have constructed around them a suitable barrier to prevent unauthorized access to said equipment.  Mr. McMonigle stated that per DEP if you have a perimeter site fence, there is no need for fence around gas flare.

2. Update on Cedar Park Sewer Damage

Dave stated that we had an event where a contractor working at the site had a trench that filled with a lot water and broke a sewer lateral, which caused an erosion event.   Dave stated that a lot of rocks made it down the sewer system and into the pump station.  When this occurred, we happened to be inspecting the site, and reacted to it quickly.  D&D Maintenance cleaned out the pump station on Saturday.  Cleanout will continue tomorrow.  Debbie added that D&D Maintenance was in there at 8:00 that morning and the event occurred at 10:00 that morning.  We have a developers agreement with Ashley, however the party at fault was Ryan Homes, who is constructing the townhouses. 

3. Cider Press Road Culvert – Dave stated that the culvert is being delivered on July 24, 2006 and stated that the workers will be there a few days ahead to get it ready.  Dave also stated that the Bog Turtle Study is scheduled for Friday, July 14, 2006.  

4. Dave stated that he has received mylars for the modifications to the Traffic Signal at Cedarville and Morgan Hill Road.  Dave will have Debbie sign that.

OLD BUSINESS

1. Resolution Recognizing 11/12 Year Old Tournament Baseball Team – Resolution 2006-22.  Sally indicated that we will pass the resolution and recognize the team at the next meeting, as the players were not available to attend this meeting.  Sally asked for motion to pass Resolution 2006-22.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.  
2. Approval of Thomas Heimbach, Esquire, of Heimbach, Spitko & Heckman, as Legal Representative for Union Negotiations.  Sally asked for motion to approve Thomas Heimbach, Esquire, of Heimbach, Spitko & Heckman, as Legal Representative for Union Negotiations.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.  Sally also asked for motion to pay him at his rate of $155 per hour.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.
NEW BUSINESS
NONE
SUPERVISORS’ REMARKS
Fred stated that he has received numerous complaints from residents about circulars thrown out in their yards and asked Brian, for next month, if we can have Express-Times or whoever delivers the flyers to stop or if necessary, declare them as litter and go after the carrier.  Brian said that he will check into it. Rich said that was a problem a few years ago.  

Sally stated that the Saucon Creek Watershed Committee, whose mission to protect the Saucon Creek Watershed through science and advocacy is meeting the 3rd Thursday of the month.  Sally said she finally got a map.  We have properties that are involved in this and we are going to try to designate whose property it is so these people can attend the meeting.    She also stated that the House Finance Committee approved two bills, one bill which  will eliminate amusement tax for golf courses on green fees, and the other regarding Cable Franchises.  She stated that how that will play out and how it might affect us is another whole ballgame.  

AUDIENCE COMMENTS
1. Pete Thompson – commented on the new PA State Tax Freeze Program and also questioned the Board about having only one third-party inspector rather than a few. 
2. Richard Lutz – stated that there are still ongoing discussions with the golf course.
3. Tom Houser – questioned Mike about road improvements within the Township and also questioned the Board how much they have spent fighting Chrin.

4. Chris Boas – asked if Fox Creek must take their “sold out” sign down.  Rich said that they have to remove the sign 30 days after the subdivision is fully built.  Dave indicated that the Subdivision is not yet finished. 

5. Gary Gavornick – asked what the money the Township spent on Chrin went to.  Debbie stated that the money went to a consultant, two attorneys and an engineer. Brian stated that everything has been made public.  
Sally asked for motion to adjourn.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.

 




Respectfully submitted,






Jennifer L. Tripp





Township Secretary
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