Williams Township Board of Supervisors

July 12, 2005

The regular monthly meeting of the Williams Township Board of Supervisors, 655 Cider Press Road, Easton, PA 18042 was held on the above date and called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairman John Cusick. John led the audience in the pledge to the flag. Others present were Supervisors Robert Doerr and Robert Helm, Township Solicitor Brian Monahan, Township Engineer David Harte, Township Manager Deborah Patterson, Zoning Officer Richard Adams, Public Works Director, Michael Strawn, and Township Secretary, Jennifer Freidl.
A moment of silence was held in memory of Joshua Klinger.  Resolution Awarding Commendation of Honor to PFC Joshua P. Klinger.  John asked for a motion to approve the Resolution.  Helm made motion, second by Doerr, carried 3-0. Resolution No. 2005-10.
John asked for a motion to approve previous minutes from the June 7, 2005 meeting – Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0.  
John announced the next Curative Amendment Public Hearing will be held August 18, 2005.

Debbie presented the expenses for the months of April, May and June. John asked for a motion to approve expenses for General Fund $357,368.62, Subdivision Expenses $7,081.25, and Driveway Escrow release $2,000.00, Sewage Expenses $2,000.00. Helm made motion, second by Doerr, carried 3-0.
Debbie asked for approval of the bills for the month.  Bob Helm made motion, second by John, carried 3-0.
Manager's Report
Debbie stated that the Township insurance policy was renewed as of June 1, 2005.  Brian recommended that we look into increasing the coverage that we currently have.  Debbie is waiting for the costs of the proposed increases.  We should receive this information within the month.  
Debbie also stated that she has had many discussion between Dave Harte and Brian with regard to taking over the sewer billing.  Debbie asked for the Board’s approval in taking over the sewer billing, that Berkheimer Associates currently performing.  John made motion to assume sewer billing from Berkheimer Associates by the end of the year.  Motion by  Bob Doerr, second by Bob Helm, carried 3-0. 
Debbie indicated that Jacqueline Warner, Tax Collector, requested that the current Ordinance 1991-5 on Tax Certification be amended, to increase the fee for Tax Certification from $10.00 to $25.00 per certification.  John asked motion to raise the fee for Tax Certification from $10.00 to $25.00 per certification.  Bob Doerr made motion, second by Bob Helm, carried 3-0.  Resolution No. 2005-11.
Debbie stated that Joe Black would like Benjamin M. Serrecchia to assume the post of Alternate Sewage Enforcement Officer.  Mr. Serrecchia recently received his certification and is currently working for Harte Engineering.  Debbie asked the Board to approve this recommendation.  Bob Doerr made motion, second by Bob Helm, carried 3-0.
Penn Foam was discussed.  Dave Harte has a current plan which shows the Penn Foam property with all the restrictions based on our ordinance changes.  Debbie recommended that we do not advertise this property for sale due to the fact that we have created a hardship for anyone who would purchase that property.  Debbie felt that we should continue to apply for grants and do gradual cleanup and make it a passive recreation park, which was discussed when the property was first purchased.  John indicated that he would like to move forward with this matter.  

Debbie indicated that the Volleyball Court has not been started.  The original stakes are missing.  Dave Harte will have them replaced when Public Works employees can be there to see where they go.  We are still waiting for a price from Vic LaCause for a split rail fence for the Flafair portion of the Park.  Debbie looked at additional planting of pine trees that would border the McGowan Property.  This will be accomplished in the fall, most likely in September, when the trees will have a better chance of survival.  
Debbie read correspondence from DCNR.  DCNR indicated that we have been approved for a grant in the amount of $139,000.00 for the Koch Conservation Easement  

Road Superintendent Report – Michael Strawn gave Road Report for June 2005. 

John thanked Mike for demonstration that the Fire Department put on for the kids at Recreation.  Debbie indicated that Ray Abert made it all possible. 
Zoning Office Report – Richard Adams gave the report for June 2005 and announced that the next Chrin Transfer Station meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 13.  Rich also indicated that the only matter on the Agenda for the Zoning Hearing Board Meeting on August 3, 2005, will be TNT Fireworks. 
Planning Commission Report – Sally gave the report for June 2005. 
1.
Marracini/ATT – Barrons Circle

The Planning Commission moved to recommend approval to the Board of Supervisors of the Subdivision and Lot Line subject to: (1) meeting all the requirements of the Harte Engineering’s Comment and Review Letter dated June 10, 2005; (2) language restricting, prohibiting, and denying access to any of adjacent parcels to the Barrons Circle through the within property; and (3) agreement to restrict the property so that it would not be further subdivided. Neighbors with concerns wanted to be heard at this time.  More specifically, Daniel and Jennifer Petrozzo, who were represented by Attorney Gary Asteak.   Marracinni had no counsel present.  The extension date for this matter is October 31, 2005.

Both John and Bob Doerr indicated that they both need time to look into this matter to understand it more fully.  Dave Harte indicated that this proposal takes a 24 acre piece of property, which has cell tower and has  access from another direction.  Dave then indicated that it separates into two parcels of equal size.  The Zoning Hearing Board decided that the flag lot could be created from Barron Circle.  The Zoning Hearing Board granted variance for that particular section that would allow flag stem to touch the cul-de-sac from ordinance standpoint.
John indicated that no action will be taken on this matter and that it will be placed on the next agenda, August 9, 2005.

2. Thomas Smith/Regina Houtz – Lot Line Adjustment

The Applicants failed to request an extension.  Therefore, their plan was denied. Motion by Bob Helm, second by Bob Doerr, carried 3-0.

Recreation Board Report – Ray Abert gave the report for June 2005. Ray indicated that 210 children registered for the Summer Recreation Program.  Ray stated that an average of 60 to 70 children attend each day.  Ray also stated that he put together a trip to see the Reading Phillies on Friday, July 22, 2005.  Ray also coordinated a time for the Fire Department to show the children the trucks.  The Fire Department also set a car on fire and put it out.  Ray said that the children enjoyed this.  
With regard to the baseball field lights, Ray indicated that he is waiting for electric company to perform final tasks.  Ray said that they may be there on Monday.  About a weeks worth of work is still needed to finish the building inside.  

Land Preservation Board Report – Jerry Steele gave the report for June 2005.  
John asked if there was a timetable for the Horth property.  Jerry indicated there is not one at this time.  Jeff McGuire stated that the County wants it resolved by the end of August and that those discussions are going on now.  

Engineer Report 
1. Morgan Hill Drainage Corrections 
Dave Harte indicated that to alleviate some of the water-run off issues, another larger pipe should be installed to have the water run through the canal.  Township Resident, Mr. Andreson, is concerned whether or not the water in Basin 6 will be dumped on his property.  Dave Harte indicated that he couldn’t answer that question and that he will have to look at the run-off.  Dave Harte stated that a 29X45 inch pipe will be installed.  Mr. Andreson wanted assurance that this will resolve the problem.  John indicated that there is no way of knowing until it rains.
John made motion to approve Morgan Hill Drainage Corrections.  Motion by Bob Doerr, second by Bob Helm, carried 3-0.

2. Lights

Dave Harte indicated that he believes the lights should be inspected and operating before the next meeting.

Correspondence
None
Old Business
1. Richard Lutz Update – 

Mr. Lutz thanked us for our time with regard to his matter.  Mr. Lutz indicated that the quantity of water from the storm water drain is tremendous and that the impact with no solution is the challenge.  He asks for our help.  He stated the proposed modifications won’t reduce the amount of water because it is not the basins that are overflowing.  Dave Harte indicated that in order to stop erosion, complete construction is needed to get it 100% stabilized.  Dave also stated that more volume of run-off is coming down the mountain.  John stated that 2 years ago, nothing but mud would come down, now it is mostly, which is positive outlook.  
2. Fry’s Run Stream Bed Project  – 
A grant was rejected last month because another property owner refused to sign the easement.  Mr. Lombardo stated that time is running out. Debbie asked the Board to please reconsider the options at this point.  Debbie stated that Ms. Andalora has not responded to our inquiries or to our correspondence.  Dave Harte indicated that he had a solution to this.  He stated that half of the project can be completed, possibly a bit more, of the project.  Dave Harte also spoke with Ed Boscola.  Mr. Boscola is urging to have the project completed to protect the bridge.  
Approval of the project for Mr. Lombardo’s portion was requested.  Motion by Bob Doerr, second by Bob Helm, carried 3-0.  
3.
Public Works Facility Proposals -  
As stated last month, the Board received three (3) proposals from the Martinson Group in the amount of $122,100.00, Harte Engineering in the amount of $175,000.00 and Rettew Associates in the amount of $185,600.00 for consideration.  All prices are now comparable.  Martinson Group came in with the lowest price.  Some clarification was made.  The size of the building will be increased from 19,000 square feet to between 23,000 square feet and 25,000 square feet.  Bob Helm had some concerns with the design.  He stated that the points have to meet with the Public Works Employees so that everything can be clarified and the building will be built properly.  Bob Helm also stated that he does not want to lose square footage.  John asked for motion to approve the Martison Group, Bob Helm made motion, second by John, Bob Doerr abstained, carried 2-0.  
4.
Zoning Fee Resolution – 2005-13  “Omnibus Fee Resolution”
Rich Adams indicated that this was a good idea for the fee schedule.  Rich indicated that there would be a subdivision fee change and that a law was passed with regard to code compliance which would increase $2.00, which, in turn, would increase the price of each permit issued for Building Code requirements.  
Debbie also indicated that the notary fees have gone up and that those fees should be incorporated as well.

John made motion to approve Omnibus Fee Resolution.  Bob Helm made motion, second by Bob Doerr, carried 3-0.  

New Business 
1.
DRJTBC Grant Application Resolution – 2005-14  
DRJTBC is in the process of granting grants for improvements.  It was stated that we should apply for a grant that the Toll Bridge would install traffic improvements off the ramps because there is a need for signalization.  No public comments were made.  John made motion to approve this Resolution.  Bob Helm made motion, second by Bob Doerr, carried 3-0.  

2.
Financial Consulting Services Proposals - 

Debbie indicated that she has been in contact with Gary A. Pulcini of Valco Capital, Ltd..  Debbie stated that Pulcini will determine the best way to fund the new Public Works Facility  (i.e. bank loans, bonds) and that his fees are based according to which way we decide to fund the project.  Debbie stated that Palmer Township utilizes Mr. Pulcini’s services, as well as other municipalities and that many managers of the different municipalities spoke very highly of him.  Brian stated that Mr. Pulcini uses the internet for competitive bidding.
Bob Doerr asked if when Mr. Pulcini is brought into the process, if he will give various ranges and we will take it from there.  It was stated that Mr. Pulcini will perform many kinds of comparisons.  
John made motion for approval.  Bob D. made motion, second by John, carried 3-0.

Audience Comments

Charles Gunderman – 35 Gaffney Hill Road, Easton – Water Run-Off

Concerns
Mr. Gunderman came in with concerns regarding water run-off onto his property.  Rich Adams stated that water ran down Gaffney Hill Road and across the lot before the lot was ever bought.  Rich stated that the water just wants to stay on that path.  Mr. Gunderman stated that he has done all that he could by, installing a swale, installing dry wells.  Dave Harte stated that he has had a chance to observe this run-off issue the other day when it was raining.  Dave indicated that the rain comes down the road, the water then runs into the driveway and across the lot.  Provisions are needed to have the water flow through the property.  Dave indicated that curbing would alleviate this issue.  The driveway does slope down to the garage.  
Mr. Gunderman states that water comes off of his neighbor’s lot and that she should be required to install a swale.  Mr. Gunderman indicated that he has tried to speak with his neighbor about these issues, however, this has proved fruitless.  He and his neighbor just can’t get along.  

Many legal issues may arise out of this. It was mentioned that perhaps the developer failed to adequately address these issues and may be stuck with the consequences.  

Another issue that arose was Mr. Gunderman started to smell fuel oil in the air, then he started to notice a film on top of the water.  Mr. Gunderman then showed us pictures of an area where is looks as though oil is coming up through the ground.  Rich stated that there may be a oil storage tank buried underground.  Rich said that if that is the case, this would have to be dug up.  Bob Doerr asked if DEP was contacted about this issue.  Rich said yes and that they are working on it.  

John suggested that Dave Harte review this matter and get back with us.  Nothing further.

2.
Fred Crivellaro – 1590 Morgan Hill Road  
Fred Crivellaro approached the Board with regard to a sewer allotment. 
3.
Helen Wilkinson – 2925 Morgan Hill Road

Helen Wilkinson had concerns regarding third party inspections and sewer allotment. 

10:35 PM






Respectfully Submitted,






Jennifer L. Freidl





Township Secretary
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