Williams Township Board of Supervisors

June 15, 2006

The regular monthly meeting of the Williams Township Board of Supervisors, 655 Cider Press Road, Easton, PA 18042 was held on the above date and called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson Sally Hixson. Sally led the audience in the pledge to the flag. Others present were Supervisors Robert Doerr and Fred Mebus, Township Solicitor Brian Monahan, Township Engineer David Harte, Township, Public Works Director Michael Strawn, Zoning Officer Richard Adams and Township Secretary Jennifer Tripp.  Manager Deborah Patterson was absent. 

Sally announced that an Executive Session was held on June 6, 2006 and June 15, 2006 to discuss pending legal matters.

Sally asked for motion to approve the May 10, 2006 Regular Meeting Minutes as presented.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.  

Decision to go with Bond or Loan Financing for the Public Works Facility – Gary Pulcini of Valco Capital, LTD, indicated that he recommends doing a bond issue, rather than a loan for financing the new Public Works Facility.  He stated that the rates could go down with refinancing. Gary stated that a Special Meeting needs to be held on June 28, 2006.  He stated that the bonds will be auctioned off between 10:45 A.M. and 11:00 A.M.  The lowest bond rate possible will be chosen.   
Sally asked for motion to proceed with the financing of the Public Works Building as a Bond.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0. 

Follow-Up to Veterans Memorial Dedication by Linda Heindel – Linda thanked the employees of the township office of their help in making the Veterans Memorial a success.  She stated that Debbie was the chief collaborator.  She also thanked Ray and Judy Abert, Rich, and the Public Works Employees for all of their help.  Linda stated that an open house on will be held on  Friday, June 23 for the contractors, builders, business people and everyone else that donated goods and services to the memorial.  

Expenses - Jenn read the expenses for the month.  Sally asked for motion to approve expenses in the General Fund in the amount of $200,938.40; Subdivision Expenses to Dave Harte in the amount of $11,390.50 and to Brian Monahan in the amount of $705.00; Sewage Escrows in the amount of $500.00; and Driveway Escrow Releases in the amount of $5,000.00 (Toll Brothers $1,000.00; Mr. & Mrs. John Marks  in the amount of $500.00; Country Classics at Morgan Hill in the amount of $3,000.00; and Elliott Building Group in the amount of $500.00).  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.
Manager’s Report - Insurance Renewal – Sally indicated that Selective Insurance came in with a lower quote then our current carrier, St. Paul’s.  Selective’s quote was $33,500.00 and St. Paul’s was $43,743.00.  Fred suggested that Debbie contact Selective to see what the quotes would be for a $1,000 or $2,000 deductible.  Sally asked for motion to accept the quote of Selective Insurance in the amount of $33,500.00 which is almost $10,000.00 less then our current carrier, St. Paul’s.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.  

Public Works Report –   Mike Strawn read his report for May 10, 2006 through June 14, 2006. Mike stated that we received a new tractor on June 15, 2006 and stated that the representative of John Deere will be coming to train the employees.  Mike also stated that for this year’s white goods pickup, 35,120 pounds were collected, totaling $1,053.60.  
Zoning Office Report – Rich read the report for May 2006.  Rich also gave an update as to all the activities of TNT Fireworks, Phantom Fireworks and Sky King Fireworks.  
Planning Commission Report – Terry Lee read the report for May 2006. 
Peter Andreson asked if Chrin Brothers is bound by the two acre minimum.  Sally said that they are not bounded by the two acre minimum because they submitted their plans the morning that the ordinance got approved.    

Recreation Board Report – Ray read the report for June 2006
Ray stated that about 100 boys and girls attended the Phillies Home Run Derby.  Ray also stated that the Recreation Program starts on June 26.  Ray asked for the Board’s approval to hire Matt Harper as a counselor at $8.36 per hour as Josh Blake stated that he will be unable to be a recreation counselor this year.   Sally asked for motion to approve the hiring of Matt Harper as a summer recreation counselor at a rate of $8.36 per hour.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.   

 Ray stated that Movies in the Park went well.  He stated that he counted about 60 cars and thinks there was about 200 people present.  Ray said that he was looking for ideas to compliment Movies in the Park – something before the Movie would start.  Ray said that a gentleman offered to bring his band out an hour before the movie in August.   

Ray stated that we had a club asking about using the Community Building.  Sally said she thinks there should be a policy concerning the Community Building and that the Recreation Board should see how we should set up the policy.  Fred stated that he has nothing against letting anyone use the building, however, his question is about liability for the Township.  

Ray stated that he was looking for a space to put a Tot-Lot and asked Dave about the septic drain.  Dave indicated that nothing should be put on top of the septic drain.  With regard to rubber mulch, Sally thinks mike should go out to the playground, see exactly where we can put a truckload to try it out.  Bob said that it is hard to grasp $7,000 for a truckload – he indicated that it doesn’t make a lot of sense as the kids will throw it anyway.  Sally said that at this point, we are reluctant to go ahead with it.  Ray said that the previous board sent Judy to a Safety Seminar and rubber mulch was recommended.  
Ray stated that there are no signs on the playground equipment.  Brian said that he will look at it and be prepared to look at it to the next meeting.   

Sally asked if we do a yearly check of the playground equipment.  Mike stated that we haven’t since he has been hired, but he does know that they tighten the bolts on the equipment.  Mike said that he checked the equipment about four months ago.  Sally suggested that this be checked before “playground season” and suggested that me make up a schedule for equipment inspections. Mike said that if we aren’t going to get rubber mulch, we need to change the mulch.   
Bob asked if Mike could get an estimate of how much mulch is needed and that the rubber mulch supplier needs to elaborate of what a truckload means.  

Dave asked Ray if the light pole is turned back on. Ray said that it was, but it is off about six inches from the top.  Ray asked about what we are going to do about the bill as the Township did a lot of work.  Ray said that Public Works did most of the work, he said we furnished the pipe and stone.  Sally said that this bill will be scrutinized.  

LAND PRESERVATION BOARD REPORT – Linda Heindel read to the report for May 2006.
Linda stated that their July 17, 2006 meeting, they are going to be talking about open space and would like the public to attend this meeting.  Linda said that Williams Township is in the forefront of open space.  She said that Jerry Steele was asked to give a presentation to Upper Milford, and Jeff and Linda have been invited to give presentation to Upper Mt. Bethel regarding open space.  

Linda indicated that with regard to the Zoccola property, at the last meeting the Board approved $4,000.00 for appraisal.  Linda asked for another $1,000.00 for the Zoccola appraisal of a parcel that is unique and overlooks New Jersey.  Linda stated that with regard to the conservation easement of the Horth Property, Diane Matthews Gerhinger has been working for funding.  She said there is County money that has yet be gotten.  There was a meeting with the Horths and there was an agreement, where a deal was struck.  Linda request from Williams Township for purchase of the conservation easement in the amount of $108,400.00.  She said that DCNR is committing $500,000.00 and Northampton County may donate $300,000.00.  Ms. Gerhinger said that this property was presented to the Citizens Advisory Committee.  Sally said that her concern is that we okay purchase of the easement, but what if Northampton County doesn’t come up with the money.    Alan said that the chance of that happening would be very small because the Horth property is of great concern.  Bob said that the Horths are not taking full appraisal of the 212 acres between Browns Drive and Raubsville Road.  

Alan indicated that four parcels owned by the Heindels on Hexenkopf Road was committed by Northampton County in the amount of $300,000.00.  Alan asked the Township for $119,797.00 which includes titles searches, revisions to the survey, legal defense fund.  Alan said that the Heindels started preserving land on Hexenkopf Road.  He thinks this is a continuing conservation effort on their part.  Bob indicated that the Clarks, Heindels and Horths are wonderful. He stated that they have donated significant assets free of charge and beyond.  Bob stated that he wanted to point out how fortunate we are about how diligently the Land Preservation Board works and he stated that he has gained knowledge on how much time they put in it.  He stated that the Land Preservation Board has been a model in bringing funding to the Township.  

DCNR Presentation at Lafayette College – this is an outlined regional and county preservation effort and the Township felt we give leveraged support.   

Sally said that they went to a meeting in Wind Gap where the Heindels received $400,000 from DCNR to preserve their land.  

Brian that with regard to the Zoccola property, the $1,000.00 appraisal is no issue, but if the Township commits funds with out documentation or information as to where the money should be sent, and what the language is, this could pose an issue.  Brian suggested that the supervisors give preliminary support to commit to purchase conservation easement subject to approval of all documentation.  At final presentation, the funds will then be provided. Brian suggested that the Supervisors be a bit more careful.  

Bob asked for motion expend $1,000.00 for the Zoccola appraisal, Fred made motion, second by Sally, carried  3-0.

With regard to the Heindel property, Bob asked for motion to commit the sum of $119,797.00 pursuant to review from our Solicitor and adoption of a Resolution.  Fred made motion, second by Sally, carried 3-0.

With regard to the Horth property, Bob asked for motion to pass a Resolution in support of a conservation easement in the amount of $108,400.00 pursuant to review from our Township Solicitor and the passing of a formal Resolution.  Sally made motion, Fred abstained. Motion carried 2-0 
ENGINEER REPORT 
1. Morgan Hill/Lutz Update – Dave stated that a meeting was held on June 15, 2006 with Mr. Lutz and representatives from Morgan Hill Golf.  Dave stated that revised plans were submitted indicating that two new retention basins on the golf course would be constructed, which would reduce the rate and volume of runoff.  Dave stated that Mr. Lutz contacted him and Dave’s impression was that Mr. Lutz was satisfied with the meeting and things seemed to be pretty good. Mr. Lutz’s engineer will look at the calculations. Barry Callahan of Van Cleef Engineer stated that this would take place in the fall. 
2. Moss Tract Revised Drawings and Stormwater Revisions - Barry Callahan stated that Phantom Fireworks has a large loading dock so they had to take out some parking spots to widen the road for heavier truck traffic.  Mr. Callahan also presented revised stormwater calculations.  Dave indicated that this was a minor change, but wanted the Board’s approval.  Fred asked if Phantom would still have the required number of parking spaces and Dave indicated that Phantom would.  Sally asked for motion to approve the revisions of the Moss Tract.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0. 
3. Franklin Tract – Sidewalk Revision - Dave said that there was limited amount of sidewalk and the sidewalk was to be constructed on one side of the road only.  Dave said that now that the stormwater and retaining wall sits on an additional guide rail, Franklin Tract asked if the sidewalk could be placed on the other side of the road. Dave recommended that the sidewalk be placed on the other side of the road and that there will be cross-walks.   Sally asked for motion to approve moving the sidewalk from one side to the other based on Dave’s recommendation.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0. 

4. Franklin Tract – Bond Release – Dave said that the Franklin Tract requested a Draw Release.  This will be Draw Release 1 of the Original Bond amount of $2,084,800.50 to be reduced by $1,446,092.03, leaving a balance of $637,908.47.  Dave asked for approval of this Draw release.  Sally asked for motion to recommend the reduction of the bond by $1,446,092.03.  Bob made motion second by Fred, carried 3-0.  

5. Chrin Landfill Inspections - Dave will report on a monthly basis with regard to the Landfill.  Dave stated that his office, as well as DEP have been working together with regard to the inspections. There were violations as a result of their May 10, 2006 inspection.  For a list of violations, please see correspondence authored by David Chismar of Harte Engineering dated June 15, 2006 attached hereto and made a part hereof.  Dave stated that he will keep Supervisors up-to-date. Dave also indicated that Chrin is moving to the east and have started ground moving activities.  

6. Sky King Fireworks – Draw Release -  Dave stated that Sky King Fireworks – Morgan Hill Road Site – requested two draw releases.  With regard to Draw Release #1, Dave asked for the Board’s approval in the amount of $155,291.33 of the original letter of credit in the amount of $496,101.38, leaving a balance of to complete of $340,810.05.  Sally asked for approval of Draw Release #1 in the amount of $155,291.33.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.
Draw Release #2 – Dave stated that work as been completed this month and Dave asked for the Board’s approval for  Release #2 in the amount of $99,120.00, leaving a balance to complete of $241,690.05.  Sally asked for motion to approve Draw Release #2 in the amount of $99,120.00.  Fred made motion, second by Bob carried 3-0. 
7. Sanitary Sewer Rates – Dave passed out to the Supervisors a Map which outlines Cedar Park Pump Station No. 1.  Dave attached spreadsheets to be handed out as well. Dave said that the total operating expenses is about $28,000 per quarter.  He stated that basically a connection based upon rate studies needs to be billed at about $125 per quarter based upon 20,000 gallons per quarter.  Dave requested that Brian advertise the proposed Ordinance which would mirror 92-9 and 92-8 and one amendment be added that would call for the minimum use of 20,000 per quarter and $5.00 per additional unit.   Total revenue would be $86,000.00 per quarter if everything gets connected and the rate would be substantially less.  The rate would be $125 per quarter as a base rate.  Dave stated that everyone at the golf course community would probably be right around the base rate per his research.  Sally asked for motion to get Dave and Brian together to formalize the Williams Township Cedar Park Pump 1 Sewer District and the amendment to add to the Ordinance. Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.

Helen Wilkenson asked if there is going to be two different sewer rates. Dave said this sewer district is something we can control beyond the City of Easton.  Helen asked how this is fair.  Dave said that the City of Easton Sewer Service Agreement calls for sanitary sewer rates and the cost of the City of Easton sanitary sewer includes transmission and maintenance. Dave stated that the Township is not collecting any revenue from their sewer, the City of Easton collects the revenues.  

OLD BUSINESS

None.

NEW BUSINESS

1. Release of Land Development Agreement – Release of Ball Yard Covenants - Northwestern Human Services – Brian said that this is part of the Ball Yard Land Development Plan.  Brian said that the Township and Northwestern Human Services entered into many improvements agreements and also agreements that contained restrictions for the use of the Ball Yard Stadium in the event that it was never built.   Brian indicated that we received a letter from Attorney Hank Newtown who represents the landowner of this site, which is now a residential and commercial subdivision, and the title company wishes that those particular convenants and restrictions in the improvements agreement be released.  Brian said that there is no impact to the Township it is essentially just clears the title for the use that is currently there.  Sally asked for motion to approve the release of convenants and restrictions.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0. 

2. Sky King Fireworks, Inc. – Request for Extension of Resolution 2006-12 CEDARVILLE ROAD – Dave stated that Sky King needs more time to do improvements on this site.  Dave also made it clear that this site will not be a fireworks store and that he doesn’t have a problem granting a small extension.  Dave also asked that Brian correspond with Sky King’s attorney to see what their intentions are.  Sally asked for motion to extend Resolution 2006-12 to July 30, 2006.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.   

3. Approval for Security for the Veterans Memorial - Debbie contacted Altronics to get quotes for security for the Veterans Memorial, as well as another camera to get a larger view of the parking lot.  Sally asked for motion to allow Altronics to extend security in our parking lot, with an installation cost of $3,105.00. Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.  Sally also asked for motion to allow Altronics to install a security camera for the Veterans Memorial in the amount of $2,485.00.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.  

4. Re-Assessment Refund Approvals – Our Tax Collector has asked for Re-Assessment Refund Approvals. Isaiah and Helen Repsher in the amount of $20.83 and Robert Bassett in the amount of $17.97.  Sally asked for a motion to approve both refunds.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.  

5. Open Space Referendum – Electoral Debt – Bob said that we gave a little overview, at least the Land Preservation Board did, as to what is transpiring in terms of bringing additional funding into the Township to help fund open space purchases.  Bob indicated we are obviously making commitments to various land owners to contribute to their projects.  Bob stated that because of that, and in light of the approval for the additional Earned Income Tax money each year, which is approximately $220,000.00 to $240,000.00 dollars per year (price range not exact) revenue that Earned Income Tax brings in yearly.  Bob stated that the Supervisors have met about this and they feel as though it is a very important issue to take on. Bob said that the Supervisors don’t feel as though it is up to them to make this decision, they feel it is up to the voters to make this decision, but what they are going to ask the voters in the form of a ballot question in November is whether they will approve a line of credit for the Township based upon the existing level of funding that is available.  Bob made it clear that this does not involve any tax increases.  He said what we are essentially doing is taking that $240,000.00, or there about, that we bring in each year and the Township will go out and get a line of credit that enables the Township to buy open space now, not twenty years from now, when it costs twenty times as much.   Bob stated that Supervisors settled upon a figure of $2.5 Million, which is a figure that is fairly consistent given the current interest rates in what that yearly amount that is dedicated for open space purchases could fund in terms of debt services to not exceed that.   Sally indicated that we have to educate that public that this is not a debt.   
Bob also indicated that the Earned Income Tax money that we bring in is specifically restricted for land preservation.   He stated that this money cannot be used for anything else and it makes sense to use it now rather then twenty years from now.  

Fred hopes the point gets across that we are using existing funds to pay off the line of credit.  

Tom Houser asked how the Board arrived at $2.5 Million.  Bob stated that was a number that was consistent with what existing revenues would handle in terms of debt service.  Tom asked if there were limitations.  Bob said that he didn’t know if there are any limits on it.  Bob said they decided that number because they didn’t want to exceed what existing revenues we had coming in.  Tom asked about the interest on the debt, would this an acceptable expenditure under the Earned Income Tax Ordinance.  Brian said that it is.  
Sally said that there will be a Public Hearing to discuss this matter.  

Alan Kirby pointed out that the two projects that were put before us totaled almost $225,000.00 and that is really critical on the ability of the Township to contribute. Bob stated that the success of what the Land Preservation Board has brought in so far is close to $2,000,000.00, when DCNR and the County funds are factored in.  

Sally asked for motion to allow Brian to proceed to advertise the Resolution for Public Hearing. Fred made motion, second by Bob carried 3-0. 
SUPERVISORS’ REMARKS
Bob stated that if anyone wants to see a good baseball game, there is a Penn Jersey game being held on June 16 at 6:00.  He stated that both Williams Township midget level teams will be playing.    

Fred stated he sees fruition regarding the Open Space Task Force.  
Sally stated that she attended the Saucon Creek Watershed Committee Meeting and she learned that we have some land involved. Sally stated she asked Kate Brandes of Northampton County Conservation to send a better map to pinpoint the property so we can let that property owner know.   


Sally also stated that she saw in the Bucks Newspaper that there is a lot about land owners singing oil and gas leases.  She asked Brian and Dave to think about this.  Brian said that he would look at it however, he stated that this is probably heavily regulated by the DEP.  Brian stated that we are not in the right geological area.  
Mike stated that he needs to order 24 inch and 30 inch pipe for Ballek Road, which will cost approximately $3,000.00.  Sally asked for motion to purchasing the piping needed for Ballek Road.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.   

AUDIENCE COMMENTS
1. Fred Crivellaro and Helen Crivellaro  - Helen asked Dave how long it would take water to come out of a 1,000 gallon detention pond.  Dave stated that there was not set time and that it should not take longer than a week.   

Helen also wanted a report on the Sewer Allotment.  Sally said that there was nothing in front of her.  Fred indicated that we have had about six different versions of the Agreement between Williams Township and the City of Easton.  

Sally asked Brian what we need from the City of Easton.  Brian stated that Resolutions require signatures and approvals from the City and the Sewer Authority.  He stated that we are still waiting for the City Engineer to sign off.   

Helen stated she wants a motion and said that she said that the Township committed to purchase 9,000 gallons from them back in December.  
It was decided that this matter will be placed on the June 28, 2006 Special Meeting Agenda for further discussion.
2. Nat Amato – Commented about the sewer allotment issues as well. 
Sally asked for motion to adjourn.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.

9:50 PM

 




Respectfully submitted,






Jennifer L. Tripp





Township Secretary
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