Williams Township Board of Supervisors

June 13, 2007

The monthly meeting of the Williams Township Board of Supervisors, 655 Cider Press Road, Easton, PA 18042 was held on the above date and called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson Sally Hixson.  Sally led the audience in the pledge to the flag.  Others present were Supervisor Fred Mebus, Supervisor Robert Doerr, Township Solicitor Brian Monahan, Township Engineer David Harte, Township Manager Deborah Patterson, Township Public Works Director Michael Strawn, Zoning Officer Richard Adams and Township Secretary Melody Ashmore.  

Sally announced executive sessions were held May 16, 2007, May 17, 2007, May 21, 2007, May 23, 2007 and June 13, 2007 for the purpose of personnel and pending legal issues.

Sally asked the Board if they had any corrections they would like made to the Minutes of May 9, 2007.  There being none, a motion was made by Fred and second by Bob to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion carried 3-0.

Sally asked the Board if they had any corrections they would like made to the Special Meeting Minutes of June 6, 2007.  There being none, a motion was made by Bob and second by Fred to approve the minutes as presented.  Motion carried 3-0.

Treasurers Report - Debbie presented the Treasurer reports dated March, 2007, April, 2007 and May, 2007 before the Board for approval.  Debbie stated that one correction needed to be made to the April, 2007 report.  The ending balance for the Sewer Account should total $100,060.73, the State Account-PLGIT income should be $145,940.65 and the expenses for same should be zero.  Sally asked for a motion to approve the Treasurers reports for March, April and May with corrections.  Bob made the motion to approve the Treasurers reports as presented with corrections, second by Fred, carried 3-0.  

Expenses - Debbie read before the Board for approval the following expenses:  General Fund Expenses $242,543.77, Sewer expenses $7,237.16, Subdivision Expenses $8,403.50 and Sewage Expenses (Joseph Black) $2,640.00.   Sally asked for a motion to approve the expenses of June 13, 2007.  Fred made a motion to approve the expenses as presented, second by Bob.  Carried 3-0. 
Manager’s Report - Debbie read the Manager’s report.
Correspondence:

Debbie stated that Mary Meuser Library has submitted their monthly report for April, 2007.   Debbie further stated that Stephen Morris is doing an Eagle Scout project which will include the Butterfly Garden and re-mulching the walking trail.  Mrs. Danner and her children are the original individuals that worked on the Butterfly Garden and they will also be helping with this project.  

Public Works Building:

Debbie reported that we are replying to Northampton County Conservation District on their last list of conditions and hopeful that we will be able to obtain a NPDES permit by July.  As an update, the poles have been installed for the temporary electric and the construction trailer.
Other Business:

Debbie reported that Sally and herself attended a full day workshop at Lafayette College on Diverse Government Workforce: Ethical & Legal Challenges for Leadership as well as attended a meeting on the Lower Saucon Watershed and the effect on residents in Williams Township.  Rich Adams, Dave Harte, Dave Chismar and Debbie attended a half day workshop on Stormwater Management.  

Debbie also reminded everyone that the Raubsville Sportsmen Association will be hosting a canoe trip on June 30, 2007 for ages 14-17, if interested contact Bill Weidner.
Debbie reported that free mulch at Chrin’s will be this Saturday, June 16, 2007 from 7:30 a.m. to10:00 a.m.

Debbie also brought to the Boards attention a letter that was received from Cargill with reference to the state contract for our salt.  We are required to purchase another 763 more tons of salt and we have no where to put it.  Mike stated that we were hoping to have our building underway.  Last year they said they would store it for us.
Debbie read a letter that was received by Mr. and Mrs. Fulton of Brown’s Drive with regard to Rich Adams and how helpful he was with regard to their project.

Debbie stated that she would like to thank Linda Heindel for all her help with the Veteran’s Memorial.  Linda Heindel stated that she would like to thank everyone that came to the Memorial and thank Debbie as well.  The deadline for the time capsule is June 20, 2007.

Public Works Report – Mike read the Public Works Report of May 9, 2007 to June 13, 2007 along with the White Goods Pick-Up Report.

Zoning Office Report - Rich read his report for the month of May, 2007.  Rich stated that the next Zoning Hearing Board meeting will be on Tuesday, July 3, 2007 at 7:00 p.m.  The following will be heard:

1. HAROLD DIGIACOMO -150 CANAL ROAD-SPECIAL EXCEPTION

Rich stated that Calantoni was originally on the Agenda but they postponed it today at 3:30 p.m. and they will be heard at the August 1, 2007 meeting.  Sally questioned the burning permits procedure. 
Planning Commission Report - Terry Lee read the report.  Planning Commission recommended in favor of a Special Exception for Arthur and Gladys Nevin in raising their house on Canal Road.

Sally reported that Anderson and Anderson have not contacted us on the time extension.  Brian stated that the Board needs to move to deny the land development/subdivision plan for failure to comply with subdivision and land development ordinance as stated in Dave Harte’s letter of July 14, 2006.  Sally asked for a motion.  Fred made a motion the plan be denied with reference to Dave Harte’s letter of July 14, 2006, second Bob.
Carried 3-0.

Land Preservation Board Report– Linda Heindel read the report.  Alan Kirby stated that they have been running into problems with DCNR with regard to easement language and public access.  The Representative from DCNR wants unlimited access to the properties.  Alan stated that he is arranging a meeting with Bob Freeman to see if we can apply some pressure or some thoughts.  Brian asked to be a part of that meeting as well as Bob.  Alan stated that he will get back to them with a date.  

Recreation Board Report – No Report – Ray commented that movies in the park was held on Saturday, June 9, 2007 and their where around 200 to 250 people in attendance. The next movie date will be July, 2007.  Ray also reported that the Home Run Derby is scheduled for Tuesday, June 19, 2007.  Dave stated that he went out and measured the pole that is leaning.  The pole is in a sleeve and backfilled with sand.  Mike is going to get a price on renting a crane to hold the pole up, get a vacuum truck to vacuum out the sand, plumb the pole and refill with sand.  We have to do a little re-grading as it looks as if some of the stormwater from the playing fields actually ran into there and washed it away.  After a brief discussion it was agreed to monitor the pole for a month and get back to the Supervisors.
Engineer Report 

1.
DRJTB Traffic Signal Project – Spoke with PennDot yesterday, plans are back with them along with all revisions.  We’re hoping that we will have a permit by the end of next week.  As soon as the permit is received we will put a packet out for bids.

2.
Chrin Landfill Inspection Report – Dave read the monthly status report.  
3.
Country Classics at Morgan Hill – Dave turned this issue over to Brian.  Brian stated at the last meeting we received correspondence from Mr. Lutz’s counsel claiming that the township would have liability for stormwater damage in the event the roads were accepted.  That letter was forwarded to our insurance carrier, Selective Insurance.  The claims representative forwarded us correspondence indicating that they would not give advisory opinions and their position is the same as it was when they forwarded us correspondence back in April of this year.  In terms of insurance coverage, there is no decision made by the carrier as to whether they will insure us for off site stormwater damage.  Krista Harper stated she had one unrelated comment, she just wanted to confirm the legal description that they are offering for dedication along Moyers Lane is consistent with our meetings with the township about six weeks ago, and follows the law of the record plan that was recorded for this property. 

Sally asked is there are any comments.  Pete Andresen stated that there is nothing listed about Moyers lane.  Who now owns it and what happens to the lawsuit for quiet title?  Sally stated that we haven't received anything.  Brian stated with regard to the quiet title issued he filled a petition to intervene.  I believe counsel of Morgan Hill filed preliminary objections to the complaint, received a brief and that matter will appear on an argument list possibly in August or September.  Brian stated that the township owns the road and never relinquished it’s interested since the road was installed and that was the interest in intervening.  After a brief discussion, Sally commented that the supervisors are not ready to take action.  Krista Harper stated that she would like an explanation.  Bob stated that we have contacted our insurance company to determine whether our actions by taking over the roads would constitute some kind of coverage on their level on representing us if any further legal actions would be brought against the township.  By acceptance of the road, are we accepting the responsibility of stormwater running off on someone’s property?  Krista Harper stated that this issue has been before the township since September of last year and you have known the entire time that there has been a threat from Mr. Lutz.  The issue raised in that letter is whether the township is taking a strip of land, it’s not taking stormwater improvements, it’s taking the road.  The only concern that can be raised is whether the rain that falls down that little strip is problematic.  The township is not taking the stormwater improvements, just roads.  Krista further stated that there is really no risk for the township.  Sally stated that one of the problems is not getting an answer from the insurance company.    Todd Vancleff commented that we are putting them in a position where they have no other options.  Krista Harper stated that other components of the record plans filed in this matter provided that the township did accept dedication of roads.  After a brief discussion, the supervisors agreed that they are following our legal counsel in what were doing.  Brian stated that if the developer is confident in your legal position you could hold us harmless from any liability and secure that some way financially, maybe the township would accept the roads if the legal position was certain and clear.

4.
Public Works Building -Dave reported that they are working on revising plans to end the soil erosion control NPDF permit so that we can break ground.  
5.
SkyKing Morgan Hill Road Improvements – Dave reported that they are not completed and the Supervisors received an email and a letter dated today.  Mr. VanOudenhive stated that the reason why they were not able to complete by the extension date they were given by the supervisors is due to the start of the project, several design issues and several issues we have encountered, utility conflicts.   Mr. VanOudenhive also stated that he believes they have the ability to finish the project within 2 weeks if the Board will give him and extension.  Sally asked how many extensions have we given?  Mr. VanOudenhive reported this will be the second.  Fred stated the original agreement stated that the improvements would be done in 2006.  Sally commented that she knows there are still problems there and now it becomes a safety issue with all the construction.  Sally asked Mr. VanOudenhive when he expected to have this project done.  Mr. VanOudenhive reported by next Friday.  Dave asked if that included replacing the pipe that is in question by PennDot that you are suppose to connect to.  Has that been addressed by PennDot?  Mr. VanOudenhive stated that not yet, they are waiting for PennDot to get back to them.  Dave commented that you’re hoping to finish the project in two weeks, but not sure because you don’t know what PennDot is going to say.  During a brief discussion, Dave stated the fact that there are safety issues out there.  Debbie asked if they have been given final approval from PennDot.  It was stated by Mike Jeffreys of Beacon Construction and Development, that they are there every day and approve everything daily. Rich reported that the fence was put up as SkyKing promised and the resident is very happy.  Fred stated that according to the correspondence received today you want to extend the permit for a week from Friday which would be June 22, 2007.   Mike Jeffreys stated yes, with no more delays and no more conflicts.  Debbie asked what happens if they do not meet their deadline?  Bob stated that if they don’t meet their deadline because PennDot is requesting additional things, then obviously SkyKing is going to have to comply with that, that is not our demand.  We are very serious about you completing what you agreed to complete and what the original HOP mandated you to complete so that we do not have a safety issue.  Sally asked for a motion.  Bob made a motion to extend their deadline to June 22, 2007, second by Fred.  Carried 3-0.
Debbie stated that she had a conversation with the new Sergeant at the PA State Police Barracks and is under the impression that the fireworks companies in Williams Township are telling people that they can go to the township and get the township to sign off so that they would be allowed to purchase fireworks for display.  That is not true, it is illegal, and the only people that can sign it are the State Police.
OLD BUSINESS
1.
Robert Brandau – Diehl Road/Stormwater Issues - Brian stated that the Brandau subdivision was passed and approved by the Supervisors on October 21, 1988.  The supervisors never accepted the offer of road dedication and also the offer of drainage and utility easements which exist on the plan.  I have prepared a Resolution that accomplishes that.  Sally asked the Supervisors if they had any questions, being none Sally asked for a motion to approve Resolutions 2007-12, Acceptance of Offer To Dedicate To The Township Of Williams For Public Use All Road Right-Of-Ways, Easements, And Public Improvements As Depicted On The Brandau Subdivision Plan.  Bob made a motion, second by Fred.  Carried 3-0.
Debbie stated that since we received acceptance to the deed of dedication to the easements it will give the township the ability to go in there and open up the drains that have been plugged.

NEW BUSINESS 

1.
Liability, Property, Auto Insurance Renewal – Debbie read a report on our insurance and informed everyone that Debbie and Brian met with the Insurance Company.  During their meeting they discussed increasing some of the limits that they were unhappy with.  Debbie received a quote from the Insurance Company increasing the Uninsured/Underinsured Motorists Limit to $300,000.00 which is an additional annual premium of $1,366.00.  Optional Umbrella Limits of $3,000,000.00 with an annual premium of $3,340.00 or $5,000,000.00 with an annual premium of $4,375.00.  Debbie suggested to the Board increasing the Umbrella Limit to 5,000,000.00.  Sally asked Fred and Bob if they had any questions.  Being none, Sally asked for a motion.  Bob made a motion to increase our coverage for Uninsured/Underinsured Motorists limit for an additional cost $1,366.00 and our Optional Umbrella Limit $5,000,000.00 with an annual premium of an additional cost of $4,375.00, second by Fred.  Carried 3-0.
Supervisors Remarks - 

Fred commented that he would like to get some thoughts on repairing Canal Road for next year.   

Bob stated that once the new Public Works Facility is built, we will make a decision as to what we will do with the old building, which is the old school house.  When we get closer we will solicit the township for a community based use for that building.
Audience Comments -

Pete Andresen commented on Ashley Development and how they were given a pass on recreation fees and how they promised to build recreation facilities on site.  Sally stated that it is in their plans and it has to be done.  Dave stated that he will check on time limits.  Ray commented that in Lower Nazareth they set a deadline before you can build any more.

Richard Lutz commented that in light of the earlier discussions he would like to assure the Board of Supervisors there is nothing more important to him then to resolve with Morgan Hill Development all remaining stormwater issues.  He further stated there will be no delays on his part to get the township out a very awkward situation.

There being no further business, Fred made a motion to adjourn at 8:35 p.m., second by Bob. Carried 3-0.

 




Respectfully submitted,






Melody Ashmore






Township Secretary
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