Williams Township Board of Supervisors

June 7, 2005

The special meeting of the Williams Township Board of Supervisors, 655 Cider Press Road, Easton, PA 18042 was held on the above date and called to order at 4:30 PM by Chairman John Cusick. John led the audience in the pledge to the flag. Others present were Supervisors Robert Doerr and Robert Helm, Township Solicitor Brian Monahan, Township Engineer David Harte was unable to attend, Dave Chismar was here on his behalf, Township Manager Deborah Patterson, Zoning Officer Richard Adams, and Receptionist/Zoning Secretary, Katherine Faubert. 

John asked for a motion to approve previous minutes from the May 18, 2005 meeting. Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0. 
John announced the next Curative Amendment Public Hearing will be held June 28, 2005.

Debbie presented the expenses for the month and Treasurer’s report. John asked for a motion to approve expenses for General Fund $289,397.07, Subdivision Expenses $2,114.75, and Driveway Escrow release $1750.00. Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0.
Manager's Report

Debbie announced that she and John Cusick conducted interviews for the position of Director of Public Works. She recommended that the Board approve the hiring of Michael Strawn at a salary of $42,000.00 per year with a 6-month probation period. Starting date will be June 20, 2005. Bob Helm made a motion to hire Michael Strawn as stated above, second by Bob Doerr, carried 3-0.

Debbie announced that she and John Cusick conducted interviews for the position of Township Secretary/Assistant Treasurer. It is her recommendation that the Board approve the hiring of Jennifer Freidl at a rate of $13.50/hour with a six month probation period. Starting date will be June 27, 2005. Bob Helm made a motion, second by Bob Doerr, carried 3-0.


Debbie provided the board with a draft copy of the Zoning fee schedule. This will be an agenda item for approval at the July 12, 2005 Supervisors meeting.


Debbie asked the Board for approval to purchase a TM42 Tow Type Aerator at a cost of $1,980.00 which includes shipping.  Bob Doerr made a motion, second by Bob Helm, carried 3-0.


Debbie asked the Board for approval to purchase a G15, 15 H.P. Commercial Gear Drive Walk-Behind Mower with a 36 inch Deck at a cost of $2,557.44 from Hilltop Sales and Service and is on State Contract. Bob Helm made a motion, second by Bob Doerr, carried 3-0.


Debbie asked the board to approve Tim Walters proposal to complete the work around the building at a cost of $3,900.00. Bob Doerr made a motion, second by Bob Helm, carried 3-0. 

Debbie asked the board to approve the purchase and installation by ATE,  of a 65 pint per day dehumidifier which would be piped to the outside of the storage side of the basement at a price of $2,200.00.  Bob Helm made a motion, second by Bob Doerr, carried 3-0.


Debbie asked the board to approve the installation of an underground 400 ampere 3 phase 480/277 v service with a new meter base for the completion of the light poles installation at the municipal park, at a cost of $7,324.72. Bob Doerr made motion, second by Bob Helm, carried 3-0.


Debbie asked the board to approve the installation of a pole and 3 phase 277.480v xformer bank and connect customer owned UG service from Met-Ed at a cost of $7,131.02. Bob Doerr made a motion, second by Bob Helm, carried 3-0. 


Debbie read a letter from the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission requesting to participate in the systematic control of the spacing, design and operation of driveways, median openings and street connection to a roadway.

Debbie advised the board that she received a call from Attorney Alan McFall, Easton Area Joint Sewer Authority stating that there is 8097 gallons of B-LL capacity available if Williams Township is interested in purchasing. This must be done by June 20, 2005 at a cost of $6.88 per gallon, final cost $55,707.36. Bob Helm, made a motion to purchase this capacity, second by Bob Doerr, carried 3-0.

Debbie stated that she has received complaints on Springfield Road washing out in storms. Jeff Oren, Paul Kichline and the rest of the Public Works department fixed the problem, and she was very pleased with their work. 
Article XV Section 1501 – Environmental Preservation Required – Ordinance 2005-4


This Ordinance requires preservation of environmentally sensitive areas including Wetlands, floodplains and steep slopes. Sara Pandl was present to answer any questions regarding this Ordinance. There was some audience questions and discussion.

Bob Doerr made a motion to adopt Ordinance 2005-4, second by Bob Helm, carried 3-0.
Road Superintendent Report – Debbie gave Road report prepared by Jeff Oren for May 2005.
Zoning Office Report – Richard Adams gave the report for May 2005 and announced the next Chrin Transfer Station meeting is June 8, 2005 at 7:00PM. 
Planning Commission Report – Sally gave the report for May 2005. Nothing recommended for approval this month.
Recreation Board Report – Ray Abert gave the report for May 2005. Ray stated that the Recreation Board has received requests to open spaces within the split rail fencing for walkers to access the walking trail. There is concern that this could potentially encourage parking along the road during games, which is defeating the purpose of the fencing, which was originally installed to keep cars in the parking lots, and prevent damage to the grass and fields. Also there was concern regarding someone walking down the grass embankment, slipping and falling which has happened in the past. The Board of Supervisors were not in favor of creating openings in the fence. 
Land Preservation Board Report – Jerry Steele gave the report for May 2005.
Engineer Report 
1. Canal Road Reclamation – Dave Chismar advised board that the estimate for repair at $83,000.00.  John Cusick asked if PEMA or FEMA will be helping us with this cost for repairs. Debbie advised him no. There was discussion that there is no point in repairing now, since all the residents along this road will be repairing their flood damaged homes, there will be heavy equipment driving through there and possible damage to new repairs. The Board felt they should wait on this until those repairs are done. This issue has been tabled.
2. Metro Electrical Installations Draw request – in his absence, Dave Harte wrote a letter to Debbie requesting a Draw release in the amount of $99,461.16 for Metro Electrical Installations Co. relative to the athletic field lighting. Bob Doerr made a motion, second by Bob Helm, carried 3-0.
Correspondence

None
Old Business
1. Public Works Facility – The board received three (3) proposals from Martinson Group, Harte Engineering & Rettew Associates for consideration. Martinson Group came in with the lowest price but there was much discussion and audience comments that there is a difference between square footage, with the Martinson proposal being smallest. The audience felt there should be the same square footage for each proposed building. Bob Helm stated that he did not want the building to get smaller than originally proposed by Rettew Associates. Bob is concerned that the Martinson proposal is smaller in square footage. Rettew Associates addressed the board, explained that they have put almost one (1) year into researching this project. They have spoken with the Public Works Department asking them what they felt they needed, they have toured other township facilities to get an idea as to what they may need to include in their proposals. There was much discussion with the Board and audience. This topic has been tabled. No decisions made. 
2. Frys Run Stream Bed Project Bid – Debbie stated that Rosemary Andalora has not signed the easement agreement. At the May 10, 2005 Supervisors meeting, the Board of Supervisors had set a deadline for them to return the signed easement agreements by 12PM on Friday May 13, 2005. Mr. Lombardo has complied with this requirement. Rosemary has not. There was much discussion, with the Board, Debbie and audience about the pros & cons of rebidding this project, and only possibly working on Mr. Lombardo’s parcel.  There were concerns that if the board did only work on Mr. Lombardo’s parcel, that come the next storm, there may be recurring damage if it’s not done right the first time on the entire stream bed. John Cusick stated his frustrations that Rosemary Andalora has not signed the easement agreement, so therefore the Township can not move ahead with completion of this project. Bob Doerr expressed his concern that Mr. Lombardo has complied with everything necessary to get this project complete, and feels that he will suffer because the stream bed will not be repaired. Bob Helm made a motion to withdraw support due to lapse of time, John Cusick second, carried 2-1 with Bob Doerr vote no.
3. Materials Bid – Debbie read the Bid Results to the Board from a spread sheet she prepared with the bidders being A.B. E Materials, and Eastern Industries.  The Board voted to approve the results as read, Bob Helm made a motion, second by Bob Doerr, carried 3-0.
4. Richard Lutz – Stormwater issues update.  Richard Lutz stated that he was away on a trip until May 20, 2005.  Upon his return he stated that he was not pleased with the clean up that had occurred so far. He read a letter to the Board from Cahill Associates, Environmental Consultants. The Board has copies of this letter. Bob Doerr expressed concern that this clean up will not occur in time for the completion of the Golf course construction, and then they will leave and this problem will never be resolved.  John asked Richard Lutz if he has gotten anything in writing from Van Cleef Engineering stating their intentions for clean up. Mr. Lutz said no, he has not gotten anything in writing from them.  This issue will be placed onto next months agenda, no action taken by the Board. 
New Business 
1. Roger Wolfe Agricultural Conservation Easement – There was a lot of discussion between Board members, Jerry Steele, Jeff McGuire of the Land Preservation Board regarding this property. John Cusick expressed his concerns regarding steep slopes on this land and other issues that would make this land undesirable to a developer and difficult to build on. Bob Doerr expressed his interest in going ahead with this purchase. Bob Doerr made a motion in favor of purchasing this conservation easement, second by John, John Cusick voted no, Bob Helm voted no, vote was 1-2, Motion defeated. 
Audience Comments

Sally Hixson asked that when the next newsletter goes out, to advise residents of the Township to have their house number clearly displayed from the road for emergency response reasons.

John Cusick asked for a motion to cancel the June 14, 2005 regularly scheduled Board of Supervisors meeting, Bob Helm made the motion, second by Bob Doerr, carried 3-0.

John asked for a motion to adjourn. Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0. 

8:45 PM






Respectfully Submitted,






Katherine Faubert





Receptionist/Zoning Secretary
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