Williams Township Board of Supervisors

May 10, 2006

The regular monthly meeting of the Williams Township Board of Supervisors, 655 Cider Press Road, Easton, PA 18042 was held on the above date and called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson Sally Hixson. Sally led the audience in the pledge to the flag. Others present were Supervisors Robert Doerr and Fred Mebus, Township Solicitor Brian Monahan, Township Engineer David Harte, Township Manager Deborah Patterson, Public Works Director Michael Strawn, and Township Secretary Jennifer Freidl.  Zoning Officer Richard Adams was absent. 

Sally announced that an Executive Session was held on May 10, 2006 to discuss pending legal matters.

Sally asked for motion to approve the April 12, 2006 Public Hearing Minutes as presented.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.  Sally also asked for motion to approve the April 12, 2006 Regular Meeting Minutes.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.  Sally asked for motion to approve the April 20, 2006 Workshop Meeting Minutes.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0. 

Sally asked for motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report for the month of April as presented.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.

Debbie presented the expenses for the month.  Sally asked for motion to approve expenses in the General Fund in the amount of $118,371.08; Subdivision Expenses to Dave Harte in the amount of $10,204.50 and to Brian Monahan in the amount of $1,169.50; Sewage Escrows in the amount of $11,000.00; and Driveway Escrow Releases in the amount of $2,000.00 (Toll Brothers $500.00 and Mr. & Mrs. Richard Rutan in the amount of $1,500.00).  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.
MANAGER’S REPORT
Public Works

Debbie stated that we are having a lot of problems with garbage just being dropped off at the Public Works Building for the Township to dispose of. She wanted to bring this problem to the Board’s attention.

Debbie said that at a recent Workshop meeting which was held on April 20, 2006, there was much discussion regarding the Public Works Facility. At that workshop the Board indicated their desire to have this facility move forward, but with a limit of $3.5 million, which includes everything from the building itself to the furniture and shrubbery. The Martinson Group has prepared a scenario that works backwards from the $3.5 million figure and taking into account the largest amounts, such as excavation including site work with retaining walls, and project contingency.  Debbie read the estimates from the Martinson Group under the 8% Project Contingency with the  $3.5 million budget as follows: 8% Project Contingency - $280,000.00; Architecture/Engineering/Permits - $135,000.00; Sitework and Building Retaining Wall Construction/Surcharge for Slope Conditions and Rippable Rock - $600,000.00; Salt Storage Building/Outside Storage – Deleted; Fuel Island/Emergency Generator/Truck Lift - $180,000.00; Furnishings and Miscellaneous Equipment Allowance – By Township; Maintenance and Office Building Sections - $1,442,000.  The remaining balance is estimated to be $863,000.00, which will be used to construct a storage building of approximately 10,153 square feet; 50 foot width by 203 feet.  Debbie indicated that the Township still has $129,000.00 that is left over from this building that will be used to purchase office and kitchen furniture. 

Debbie stated that Gary Pulcini of VALCO Capital, LTD., is here to guide the Board throughthe process with their approval of a $3.5 Million Bond. Mr. Pulcini indicated that our actual borrowing power is between $4.1 Million and $4.2 Million.  The Board expressed that they still wish to stay within the $3.5 Million budget. Mr. Pulcini that the decision making process will be delayed in the Bond issuance if we wait to put out the bids for the building due to increasing interest rate.  Mr. Pulcini provided the Board with a Bond Buyer Index that shows how the interest rate increases will affect us.  Mr. Pulcini then provided a summary of amortization if the Board chose a 20 Year amortization or a 25 Year amortization.  He stated that with a project limit of $3.5 Million and a 20 Year amortization:  The issuance size would be $3,625,000; $3.5 Million available for the project; Average Debt Service of $276,588.00, with a total debt service of $5,531,757.00.  With a 25 Year Amortization:  Issuance Size would be $3,630,000; $3.5 Million available for the project; Average Debt Service of $245,579.00; with a total debt service of $6,139,484.00.  He also explained that with the Financing Limit of $3.5 Million and a 20 Year amortization:  The issuance size would be $3.5 Million; Available for Project $3,398,297.00; Average Debt Service of $267,188.00; with a total debt service of $5,343,776.00.  With a 25 Year amortization, the Issuance Size would be $3.5 Million; $3,376,304.00 will be available for the project; the average debt service would be $236,524.00; with a total debt service of $5,913,094.00.  (NOTE THAT ALL THE PROJECTED NUMBERS DO NOT INCLUDE INTEREST EARNINGS).  

Mr. Pulcini stated that a decision by the Board would start the process and that we will watch the market with regard to the increase or decrease in interest rates.  
Sally asked if Bob and Fred are agreeable to $3.5 Million for the bond with the additional bond costs.  Bob and Fred agreed.  

Sally asked for motion to approve the bond in the amount of $3.5 Million for the building plus the cost of the bond issuance.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0. 
Administration

Debbie stated that Dave Harte has been working on compiling information in order to put together a new Sewer Rate Ordinance. This Ordinance is for the Cedarville Road District and sewer which goes directly to the Easton Area Sewer Plant.  Debbie asked for the Board’s approval to advertise this Ordinance for adoption at the June 14, 2006 meeting.  Sally asked for motion to advertise the Sewer Rate Ordinance for adoption at the June 14, 2006 Meeting.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.

Debbie said that she is still receiving requests to further reduce past sewer billing for the residents at Pine Valley Terrace.  She put together a spreadsheet of all the residents on Pine Valley Terrace and their billing since they moved in.  Sally indicated that she feels we made more than enough adjustments.  Bob indicated that this is a complicating issue and that we made adjustments with their bills and we recognize there is a problem.  He said that essentially we have already paid out that money to the City of Easton and we will not recoup it.  Again, Bob said he recognizes that there is a problem.  Fred stated that he feels we should make adjustments for the people residing on Pine Valley Terrace.  Fred inquired about the accounting and asked to see the fund balance and wants to see if there is enough money to cover the refunds.  Dave suggested that we table this matter until next month when the new Sewer Ordinance is decided on so that the Supervisors can make a more informed decision.  This matter will be tables until the next meeting on June 14, 2006.  
Update 


Debbie said that as of the date of the May 10, 2006 meeting, there has been no further communication with regard to the Rosemary Andalora issue.  

Other Business

Debbie asked for the Board’s approval to authorize The Roger Connors Agency to appraise a portion of the Dornblazer property adjacent to the proposed Public Works Facility and begin negotiations when the appraisal is received.  Sally asked for a motion authorizing Roger Connors to appraise the Dornblazer property and begin negotiating when that appraisal is received.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0. 

Debbie stated that she supplied the Board with documentation relative to Rish, LTD., which currently in bankruptcy.  Debbie asked for the Board’s approval to authorize Brian to file a Municipal Lien against Rish, LTD, and allow Brian to discuss a possible settlement with Rish, LTD., and the City of Easton.  Sally asked for motion to allow Brian to file a Municipal Lien against Rish, LTD, and allow Brian to discuss a possible settlement with Rish, LTD., and the City of Easton.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.  

Correspondence 

Debbie said that Jenn received a letter from the United State Board on Geographic Names.  The US Board of Geographic Names, at their March 9, 2006 meeting, approved her proposal to officially change the name of Frya Run to Frys Run.  This change has been made on the Nation’s office of geographic names repository.  
Announcements

Debbie stated that May 28, 2006 is the Dedication of the Veteran Memorial, which has been constructed at the Municipal Park.   She said that there has been a lot of time and effort in putting this program together by Linda Heindel and Helen Seifert as well as others. The program begins at 2:00pm in the St. John’s Union Cemetery and proceeds down here to the park. She said that we have approval to use Wilson Area School Buses, thanks to Ray Abert, which will be stationed here prior to going to the cemetery, then all those persons who are unable to walk down to the park will have the buses to return them to the park. We will try to get all persons attending to park here at the park and use the buses. There will be minimal amount of seating for those who are handicapped or unable to stand for any length of time. The Township has rented a podium and Chrin Brothers, Inc., is providing a tent to protect the podium and speakers in case of rain. Sally Hixson will be representing the Township and giving reflections of such. In case of rain the ceremony scheduled for St. John’s Union Cemetery will be held at St. John’s UCC Church. She said that this is truly an honor for Williams Township to have the dedication of a select group of Township residents to plan and build a Veteran Memorial to our Fallen Soldiers and then put together a Memorial Dedication Service for the entire community to take part in. She hopes we can show our support of all their hard work as well as our support to all Servicemen and Women who have served and fought for our Country and who have given their lives while fighting for our Country.  Linda Heindel stated that she has received over 200 names of living veterans.  Linda stated that all 200 names will be read and the veterans will be asked to stand.  
Public Works Report –   Mike Strawn read his report for April 12, 2006 through May 10, 2006.
Sally asked that Mike develop a five-year plan.  Mike stated that he is compiling all of the dates when the roads were resurfaced.  Sally asked for the five -year plan by September for budgetary purposes.  Fred asked about the sealing of the roads.  Mike said there is not a date certain with regard to sealing the roads.   

Zoning Office Report – Debbie read the report for April 2006.
Planning Commission Report – Terry Lee read the report for April 2006. 
1. Thomas Kreichelt – Lot Line Adjustment – 1323 & 1325 Island Park Road – Resolution 2006-17.  The only issue with this property is that the address change needs to be made.  Sally asked for motion to approve Resolution 2006-17 – Thomas Kreichelt – Lot Line Adjustment.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0. 
2. TNT Fireworks – Preliminary/Final Plan – Land Development – Cedarville Road & Morgan Hill Roads – Resolution 2006-18.  This is the Land Development Plan for the permanent structure. It was stated that TNT has all of their approvals, except the PennDot Highway Occupancy Permit.  Dave indicated that this matter is ready to move forward.  Sally asked for motion to approve Resolution 2006-18 - the Preliminary/Final Land Development Plan of TNT Fireworks.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0. 
Recreation Board Report – Ray read the report for May 2006
Ray indicated that there is a company under state contract with regard to rubber mulch.  He suggested that we take one section of the Raubsville or Township Park and see what people think about it.  Dot Hagenbuch attended and provided the Board with her research. Debbie stated that this matter must have at least three telephone bids.  Sally directed Mrs. Hagenbuch to get three telephone bids for 3,300 square feet of black rubber mulch.  

Debbie stated that she got a phone call from Josh Blake who indicated that he will not be able to work as a counselor this year.  The Recreation Board asked for the hiring of Matt Harper, who was a counselor previous years.  Debbie questioned why one of the approved alternates would not be asked to take his place.  Ray said that he could not answer that question and that he would discuss that matter at the next Recreation Board Meeting.  

Bob stated that the fence on the third base line of the small field is about 10 feet high, but the fence on the first base line in about four feet high.  Bob suggested that the heights of the fence match on both sides, preferably 10 feet high.  
LAND PRESERVATION BOARD REPORT – Alan Kirby read to the report for April 2006.
1. Roger Wolfe – Alan indicated that this property has been tentatively approved by Northampton County Farmland Preservation.  He said that there should be enough money available and that his land needs to be reappraised.  

2. Koch Property – Alan stated that DCNR approved this funding.  Alan said that Mr. Koch has applied to Northampton County Open Space for funding and this will be addressed at the May 11, 2006 meeting.  
3. Heindel Property – This property has been approved last week by Northampton County Open Space for $300,000.00.  He said that they haven’t heard yet from DCNR. 

4. Horth Property – Negotiations are still being held with DCNR. 
Brian said that with regard to the Roger Wolfe property, the tax parcel in which he was applying for agricultural security does not exist, therefore no action needs to be taken on this matter.  

ENGINEER REPORT 
1. Kreichelt Subdivision – End of Maintenance Period - Dave said this project was ready to be released from the Maintenance period of the Developer’s Agreement.  Sally asked for motion to release the amount of money for the Maintenance Bond.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.

2. Light Pole – Township Park – The one light pole at the end of the small field is leaning. Dave said that a meeting was held last week with the contractor.  The contractor said that when the light pole was installed there was a lot of gravel material.  The contractor indicated that he was not responsible for the leaning of the light pole because of unforeseen soil conditions.  A proposal to repair the pole was submitted to Debbie at a cost of $10,000.00.  Dave questioned about the possibility of Public Works doing a majority of the work, in which they are able, to reduce the cost.  Dave indicated that this issue needs to be taken care of as soon as possible.  Sally asked for motion to move forward with the repair of the light pole and that the Township try to perform as much of the work as possible. Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0. 
3. Bleachers – Township Park – Ray requested that we look at the possibility of installing bleachers into the bank at the large park.  Ray, Mike, Debbie and Dave met and discussed this.  Mike feels that this is a project Public Works can undertake this fall. Dave agreed.  Dave was looking for the Board’s approval to explore the construction scheduling and costs.  Sally asked for motion to allow Mike and Dave to explore construction scheduling and costs in installing bleachers at the large park.   Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.

4. Cider Press Road Culvert – Dave stated that Grace Industries came in with a bid amount of $86,478.00, which is considerably lower than the other bidders and requested the Board’s approval.  Sally asked for motion to award the project to Grace Industries in the amount of $86,478.00. Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.
5. Cedarville Road Update – Dave said that waterlines were installed, and some restoration has been done over this past week.  Dave is trying to keep contractor moving along.   He stated that all of the construction has been done with a PennDot Highway Occupancy Permit.   

6. Stoudts Valley Road – Dave stated that this was approved by the Supervisors and part of the resolution was to save trees.  Dave stated that during the course of construction and power installation, the power company came through and cut down all of the trees.  He said that the trees on the opposite side of the road had been maintained.  Dave said that Haldan Ballek sold two of the lots to Ashley Development and they came in with a revised plan to replace some of the pipes with swales.  Dave felt this was a minor change to the plan.  Dave stated that the Township will not have to maintain the pipes.   There was a CO applied for one of the houses, and Dave said that we worked out an arrangement to ensure those improvements will be done made.  Debbie asked Dave to supply us with a copy of the revised plan.  
7. Chrin Landfill Inspection Reports – Dave said that at the Supervisors’ meetings, he will be going over briefly the Chrin Landfill Inspection Reports.  He stated that as Host Municipal Inspectors, they have been performing the inspections.  He stated that he received a report and there were several areas of the landfill plan that was not being followed.  He stated that he has written to DEP looking for guidance.  Sally suggested that Debbie send a letter of support to DEP and asked for a motion to that affect.  Fred made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.  
OLD BUSINESS 
1. Fred Crivellaro – Improvements Agreement Escrow Release Request – Brian suggested that the Township release the escrow funds to Mr. Crivellaro.  Fred stated that we do have a sign agreement from Verizon stating that they are going to relocate the utility pole in question.  Fred asked for a motion to release the escrow funds to Mr. Crivellaro.  Sally made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.  
NEW BUSINESS 
1. Crime Watch Meeting – This was just a reminder stated that on June 1, 2006 a meeting will be held at the Store & More at 7:00 P.M. 
2. Approval of Freemansburg Boro to Enter the Two Rivers Council of Governments (COG) – In order for Freemansburg to enter the COG, municipalities must approve their request.  Debbie suggested that the Board make a motion to approve Freemansburg Boro into the COG and direct Brian to prepare a resolution to that affect.  Fred asked for motion to approve Freemansburg Boro to enter the COG and direct Brian to prepare a resolution to that affect.  Sally made motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.  
3. Debbie said she received today a resolution from Upper Mt. Bethel Township which is a resolution to support House Bill # 2550 to empower cities, townships and boroughs to plan their development and to govern the same.  Debbie said that this resolution suggests that the municipalities pass some of the expenses onto the developer through some type of impact fee.  She suggested that the Board doesn’t take action on this until she gets more information.  

SUPERVISORS’ REMARKS

Sally, Bob and Fred all agreed about how gratified that they are that the State Police have apprehended and charged individuals with regard to the maiming of goats and the recent rash of burglaries/break ins in the Township and hope that the perpetrators are prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.   

Sally indicated that Trooper Dunston of the State Police did a wonderful job with regard to a break in near her home 

AUDIENCE COMMENTS
1. Richard Lutz - 900 S. Delaware Drive – Mr. Lutz indicated that his issues are still not being resolved.  Dave stated that he met with the Golf Course and the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission with regard to these issues.  Dave said he contacted the Golf Course to supply in writing what they plan to do or not do.  Sally directed Dave to contact the Golf Course again.  Dave also said that he tried to get the DEP involved to take action, but that went nowhere.  Dave will contact the Golf Course.
2. Helen Wilkenson – Stated that she believes commuters are parking their cars on Belmont Street.  She stated that they are only there during the week and during working hours.  

Sally asked for motion to adjourn.  Bob made motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.
9:25 PM

 




Respectfully submitted,






Jennifer L. Freidl





Township Secretary
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