Williams Township Board of Supervisors

March 14, 2007

The monthly meeting of the Williams Township Board of Supervisors, 655 Cider Press Road, Easton, PA 18042 was held on the above date and called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson Sally Hixson. Sally led the audience in the pledge to the flag. Others present were Supervisor Robert Doerr, Supervisor Fred Mebus, Township Solicitor Brian Monahan, Township Engineer David Harte, Assistant Township Secretary Katherine Faubert, Director of Public Works Michael Strawn, and Zoning Officer Richard Adams. Absent from the meeting today is Township Manager Deborah Patterson.
Sally Hixson called the meeting to order.

Sally announced executive sessions were held February 28, 2007 for Host Negotiations and March 5, 2007 for Personnel issues and Pending Legal Issues.
Sally asked the Board if they had any corrections they would like made to the minutes. Bob and Fred had none.

Sally asked for a motion to approve previous meeting minutes of December 13, 2006 as corrected. Fred made a motion, Bob second, carried 3-0.

Sally asked for a motion to approve minutes from February 15, 2007. Fred made a motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.
Treasurers Report – 
Before the Board is the Treasurers Reports for September 2006, October 2006, November 2006, December 2006, for approval.  Sally asked for a motion to approve the Treasurer’s reports. Fred made the motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.
Expenses – Before the Board for approval are the following expenses: General Fund Expenses $171,280.87, Sewer expenses $11,039.88, Subdivision Expenses $10,598.00, Sewage Expenses (Joseph Black) $930.00, PLGIT (Stephenson Equipment, New Roller), $ 28,400.00. Sally asked for motion to approve payment of the bills. A motion was made by Bob, second by Fred, carried 3-0.   

Manager’s Report -  Sally Hixson read the Manager’s report in Debbie’s absence. 
Public Works Facility:

There will be a mandatory pre-bid meeting for the Public Works Facility on March 23, 2007 at 10:00am. Bids are due April 2, 2007 at 2:00pm at which time they will be opened and read with the hope that there will be an award at the April 11, 2007 Supervisors meeting.
Personnel:
Sally explained that she and Debbie went through approximately ninety (90) applications for the position of Township Secretary/Assistant Treasurer. They performed seven (7) interviews, and based on those interviews, recommend to the Board, Melody Ashmore, 1934 South Delaware Drive, Easton, PA 18042 to fill the position of Township Secretary/ Assistant Treasurer. The start date is April 2, 2007 at a rate of $14.90/hour with benefits to begin May 2, 2007 per the Township Employee Handbook.  
Sally asked the Board for a motion to hire Melody Ashmore with a start date is April 2, 2007 at a rate of $14.90/hour with benefits to begin May 2, 2007. Bob made the motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0. 

Also, seeking approval of the Board to send Melody to Basic Training for Municipal Secretaries and Administrators that is being held March 22, 2007 at the Macungie Institute. Sally asked for a motion to approve this training. Fred made a motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.
Debbie’s report recommends the Board appoint Robert Barlow, 15 Stouts Lane, Easton, PA 18042 to fill the vacancy on the Planning Commission effective immediately. Sally Hixson and Terry Lee had interviewed him. Fred Mebus and Bob Doerr conducted a separate interview. Sally asked for a motion to appoint Robert Barlow to the Planning Commission for a five year term. Bob made a motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.
Correspondence:

Debbie’s report stated that we received a letter from Department of Environmental Protection which approved the Act 101 Recycling Program Performance Grant in the amount of $2,667.00. This grant reflects the 232.1 tons of residential and commercial materials recycled by the Township citizens and businesses for the calendar year 2005. 

Debbie’s report states that we have started to receive documentation regarding the Township’s participation in the 2010 Census Local Update of Census Addresses Program. Katie will be attending a seminar to get more information with regard to the responsibility of Williams Township during this Census Year.

Debbie wrote that she received a letter from Easton Suburban Water authority regarding the Global update of Act 167 – Stormwater Management Ordinance. This issue will be addressed under Dave Harte’s Report.

Other Business:

Debbie’s report stated that she has been contacted by Jeff Murray, Williams Township Fire Chief, and the Fire Company has scheduled the required NIMS courses. All Township Employees have taken the NIMS 700 and now must all take the NIMS 100. That class has been scheduled for April 9, 2007 at 6:30pm to 10:30pm at the Williams Township Fire Company, 2500 Morgan Hill Road. Debbie will be sending a MEMO indicating the date and time for the mandatory class. She would like the Board to approve to pay any overtime necessary for all employees to take the class. 

Bob Doerr stated that he will be away on vacation during this training.  Sally asked for a motion to approve overtime pay, since attendance of this training is mandatory. Fred made the motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.
Public Works Report – Michael Strawn read his report for February 13, 2007 to March 14, 2007.
Zoning Office Report – Rich read his report for the month of February. Rich stated that the April 4, 2007 Zoning Hearing Board meeting will begin at 6:00pm instead of the standard 7:00pm start time due to the high number of applications before the Zoning Hearing Board. The Zoning Hearing Board meeting of March 7, 2007 was postponed to April 4, 2007 due to inclement weather. The following will be heard:
1. Cedarville Center Condominium (Moss Tract) 480-490 Cedarville Road-Variance Request-Site Signage

2. TNT Fireworks – NE Intersection of Cedarville and Morgan Hill Road-Special Exception-Temporary Sales

3. Mark & Delores Camden-795 S. Delaware Dr. – Special Exception – Non-Conforming Use

4. Thomas & Helen Seifert – 325 Buttermilk Rd-Variance Request

5. Fritzinger Appeal – Remand from Court 
Rich stated that the Court ordered the Zoning Hearing Board to look at this appeal again.
Planning Commission Report – Peter Thompson read the report in Terry Lee’s absence.  

The Planning Commission moved to deny the following applications effective only in the event that applicants failed to grant the Township additional time for review:
1. Placido Calantoni and Maria Calantoni Preliminary Major Subdivision Plan, 20.83 Acres, 288 Browns Drive. Subsequently this applicant provided written extension to on or before May 31, 2007 to review the application. 

2. Estates of Hearthstone Preliminary Major Subdivision Plan (Harold Roth Property), Texas Road at Buttermilk Road. Subsequently, applicant provided written extension to on or before June 30, 2007 to review the application.

3. Manuel Marangio Preliminary/Final Subdivision Plan, 395 South Delaware Drive. Subsequently, applicant provided written extension to on or before May 31, 2007 to review the application. 

Before the Planning Commission for review were four separate Ordinances, now known as Ordinances 2007-2, 2007-3, 2007-4, 2007-5. The Planning Commission had recommended their approval to the Supervisors. These Ordinances were subsequently voted on by the Board of Supervisors on Monday, March 12, 2007. 
Recreation Board Report – Ray Abert read the report for the March 1, 2007 meeting. 
Ray stated the Recreation Board requests approval from the Supervisors to install rubber mulch at the Municipal Park.  Per Ray, it is purchased under State contract. He would like to have the mulch installed before the summer recreation program begins. Sally asked Ray to provide them with more information regarding the mulch, at the April Supervisors meeting. Sally asked for a motion to approve purchase of rubber mulch not to exceed $10,000.00, for the Municipal Park, Bob made the motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.  

Ray stated that the Recreation Board would like approval from the Supervisors to purchase three (3) swings, three (3) post sets, and one (1) sandbox from the Wabash Valley catalog from Boyce Associates. Sally asked for a motion to approve the purchase not to exceed a cost of $4,000.00, Bob made the motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0. Fred made a recommendation to the recreation board that they should research and look into buying recycled plastic for the next item they would like to purchase for the parks.
Ray told the Board that the backboard for the Tennis courts should arrive next week. He stated that he has received some requests by the residents for this backboard.

Ray told the Board that opening day for Baseball practice is always the last weekend in March, but the fields are very wet right now, so they may start at a later date.

Sally Hixson announced to the audience that there is still a vacancy on the Recreation Board and encouraged the public to consider getting involved and applying for the position. 
Land Preservation Board Report – Jeff McGuire read the minutes for the February 20, 2007 Land Preservation Board Meeting. Also Jeff advised the Supervisors that the Land Preservation Board is in favor of the formation of an Environmental Advisory Committee.
Engineer Report 
1. Act 167 Stormwater Management Update – Dave advised the Board that the Deadline to adopt the update is April 25, 2007. Brian told the Board that he is advertising it for adoption at next month meeting. 

2. Act 537 Presentation – Dave stated that at last months Supervisors Meeting, the Board requested he look into this plan update. He has reviewed the existing plan and conferred with DEP relative to the procedure for updating this plan. The last update occurred in 1991, regarding the I78 Corridor only. The Township wide Act 537 plan was implemented in 1968. The first step preparing an Act 537 plan is identifying current sewage trends both connections to the sanitary sewer and on lot sewage disposal. A Task/Activity report will need to be developed in conjunction with Mr. Bharat Patel of the DEP. When this phase is completed, the scope of the plan will be identified.  Harte Engineering, Inc proposed to work on the first phase of Act 537 and identify the scope and needs of the plan in conjunction with DEP, the Township SEO and the Township Staff. The fee is approximately $5,000.00 to perform an evaluation. Upon approval, DEP will provide a 50% reimbursement of the cost to update. Sally asked for a motion to authorize Dave Harte to meet with DEP to perform the first phase of an evaluation to update this plan at a cost of $5,000.00. Bob made a motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0. 
3. Chrin Report – David Harte read his monthly status report. 
4. Country Classics at Morgan Hill – The Board of Supervisors stated that there are some outstanding issues that need to be resolved, so they are going to delay voting on this issue until next months meeting.

5. Woodside Estates – David Harte told the Board that he received a letter from the developer of this subdivision. There are many outstanding issues to be resolved regarding this development. The developer has asked Harte to provide them with a punch list so they may begin resolving these issues. 
Before the Board was able to move on to Old Business, Steve Ruoff asked the Board about the status of the Cider Press Road guide rail. He thought it was going to be brought up tonight. Mike Strawn explained to him that he didn’t get a chance to talk to Debbie, she has been sick. He was going to ask her about it today.  Steve Ruoff expressed his frustrations that this issue has not been resolved yet. Mike told him that they will hopefully have made a decision and be ready for the next supervisors meeting. Steve Ruoff requested that he be given an opportunity to see any plans in advance and be kept informed and involved in the decision. The Board feels they need more time to make a decision on this issue. This has been tabled for next month.
Old Business
1. Holly Street/Glendon Borough – Brian Monahan gave a brief overview regarding this issue. He explained that after the Board voted to vacate, Glendon Boro filed exceptions in common pleas court.  Brian has explained Williams Township’s reasons and concerns regarding snow removal, with Glendon Boro and has in front of the Board tonight an Intergovernmental Cooperation Agreement pertaining to Holly Street between I78 and Hilton Street. The Glendon Boro council moved to accept the stipulations, and signed this cooperation agreement of shared maintenance. They ask the Williams Township Board to accept the terms of this stipulation and enter into this agreement so that Brian can go to court and get this appeal null and void. Sally asked the board for a motion to approve this agreement, Bob made the motion, Fred second, carried, 3-0. 
Sally stated that she would like Deborah Patterson to contact Glendon Boro Council to set up a meeting with them and the Williams Township Board of Supervisors to discuss issues that affect both communities. 

2. McBrien Property - 380 Raubsville Road – Support Request Modification from $20,000 to $27,500.  Sally asked for a motion to approve this modification. Bob made motion to approve $27,500.00 to Natural Lands Trust, Fred second, carried 3-0.

NEW BUSINESS

1. Easton Suburban Water Authority Updated Agreement-Non-payment of Sewer Bills -  Brian explained this agreement to the Board. Brian explained that this is a standard form being used and the Board can make changes if they do not agree with the wording. Fred is concerned about the terms and conditions in this agreement. Brian agreed that he is uncomfortable with some of the wording in this agreement also. The Board of Supervisors tabled this issue until next months meeting.
2. Smejkal letter of support with Resolution – Williams Township Resolution accepting the Northampton County Open Space and Natural Areas Program Grant Application Resolution number 2007-5 for the Smejkal easement. Williams Township supports this application and will have a match in the amount of $16,479.00. The Board of Supervisors authorizes and directs the Heritage Conservancy to execute and file the appropriate forms with the Northampton County Open Space advisory Board.  Sally asked for a motion, Fred made the motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0. 
Supervisors Remarks – 

Fred asked if either Sally or Debbie would be able to attend the Two Rivers COG meeting in his absence on March 21, 2007. Sally will be on vacation so she will be unable to attend. She said she would ask Debbie if she will be available.
Audience Comments – 
Pete Andresen asked the Board about their reasons for postponing a vote on Country Classics at Morgan Hill. Sally explained that there is a water runoff issue they are working on resolving.

Richard Lutz advised the Board that there was a rain storm a few weeks ago and the Board is welcome to visit his property to view the results of the runoff. He wanted the Board to know that the existing problem still is unresolved. Also, Brian Monahan stated that Mr. Lutz’s attorney has requested numerous documents from him, but that he has been unsuccessful in meeting with her. Mr. Lutz stated that he will speak with his attorney regarding this.

James & Jim Healy are in attendance for his Eagle Scout Merit Badge.

Ron Heinrich asked the Board about the progress of the new Public Works Building. The Board stated that it is currently out for bid and hopefully a bid will be awarded at next months meeting. Mr. Heinrich also asked the Board where the well is going to be located. Mike Strawn told him that there are orange flags where the well will be located.

Valerie Fugerson asked the Board who is responsible for cleaning up the discarded trash along Morgan Hill Road off of I-78. Mike explained that PennDOT is responsible for Morgan Hill Road. The Board and audience explained to her, that residents typically clean their own property of trash, but the section of Morgan Hill Road that Valerie is speaking of, has no homes along that area, thus explaining the accumulation of trash. The Board advised Valerie that PennDOT has an “Adopt a Highway” program that the Golf Course Community may be interested in getting involved with. Sally directed Mike Strawn to contact someone at PennDOT to ask them to look into cleaning up that area. The Board also asked Brian Levrington of Chrin, if they would be interested in assisting in keeping that area clean. 
Sally asked for a motion to adjourn, Fred made a motion, second by Bob, Carried 3-0. 

8:30 pm.
 




Respectfully submitted,






Katherine Faubert





Assistant Township Secretary





Williams Township Board of Supervisors

Following the Board of Supervisors meeting, there was a short executive session to discuss the Emergency Squad.
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