Williams Township Board of Supervisors

March 8, 2005

The regular monthly meeting of the Williams Township Board of Supervisors, 655 Cider Press Road, Easton, PA 18042 was held on the above date and called to order at 7:00PM by Chairman John Cusick. John led the audience in the pledge to the flag. Others present were Supervisors Robert Doerr and Robert Helm, Township Solicitor Brian Monahan, Township Engineer David Harte, Township Manager Deborah Patterson, and Zoning Officer Richard Adams. Not present was Township Secretary Dawn Barket. 

John asked for a motion to approve previous minutes from the February 8, 2005. Doerr made motion second by Helm, carried 3-0.

Debbie presented the expenses for the month and Treasurer’s report for January. John asked for a motion to approve expenses for General Fund $118,450.47, Subdivision Expenses $2,503.50, Sewage Expenses $200.00, and Driveway Escrow release $500.00. Doerr made motion second by Helm, carried 3-0. John asked for a motion to approve Treasurer’s Report for January 2005. Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0.
Manager's Report

Debbie stated as you know we are currently working on updating our SALDO and Zoning Ordinance. Dave Harte and Sara Pandl are currently working on a proposed amendment to be considered by the Board. Dave and Sara gave a short presentation on what they are proposing. John asked for a motion to authorize Dave Harte and Sara Pandl to move forward with amendment to article XV of our Zoning Code. Brian asked if he could be a part of that. John stated yes. Doerr made motion second by Helm, carried 3-0. 

Debbie stated she received a quote for a new antenna for the new building. John asked for a motion to approve installation of a new antenna in the amount of $1,245.00. Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0.


Debbie stated the road paving projects for 2005 are Royal Manor, Bourdon Terrace and possibly if money is available, Pine Manor and Kristen Place. John asked for a motion to move ahead on putting bid packets together for 2005 road projects. Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0.


Debbie stated that John Paolini submitted a letter of resignation from the Public Works Department. John asked for a motion to accept the resignation of John Paolini from the position of part time public works. Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0.


Debbie stated she was approached by Easton Municipal Band to play at our grand opening for $250.00. They also asked if the township would be interested have entertainment in the park on a summer day for $750.00. Debbie stated RCN will be here to film the ribbon cutting grand opening. The Board agreed on the $250.00 for the grand opening ceremony. 

Debbie stated we received $103,547.46 from FEMA for hurricane Ivan.

Road Superintendent Report – Bob Helm gave the report for February 2005. 
Zoning Office Report – Rich gave the report for February 2005. 
Planning Commission Report – Sally gave report for February 2005. Recommended for approval – None
Recreation Board Report – Ray Abert stated the recreation program will be having a bus trip on July 22 to the Reading Phillies. The price per person is $17.00.
Land Preservation Board Report – Linda Heindel gave report for February 2005.
Engineer Report 
1. Dave gave update on the culverts on Cider Press Road and Raubsville Road. 

Correspondence/Announcements 

John read a letter from the Boy Scouts inviting the Supervisors to be present at Eric Randolf’s presentation of the Eagle Scout ranking on April 16, 2005 at 1PM.
Debbie recommended sending a letter to Eric. 

Old Business 

1. Sink Hole Ordinance – Brian stated this is the public hearing and has been advertised in the Express Times.  John asked for a motion to adopt Ordinance 2005-1 to create new sinkhole/carbonated regulations to provide for regulation pertaining to subdivisions. Doerr made motion second by Helm, carried 3-0.

2. Grading Ordinance – Brian stated this is the public hearing and has been advertised in the Express Times. John asked for a motion to adopt Ordinance 2005-2 an Ordinance of Williams establishing regulations and standards to govern and regulate the grading of land, and alteration of drainage, the maintenance of drainage necessary to control soil erosion, the issuance of grading permits, providing for the enforcement thereof and providing for penalties in the event of violation thereof. Doerr made motion second by Helm, carried 3-0.
Debbie stated that she would like the board to pass a fee for the grading permit in the amount of $500.00. John asked for a motion to adopt a $500.00 grading permit fee. Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0.
3. Stormwater Management Ordinance – Brian stated that we are under federal requirement to pass a Stormwater Ordinance. We were able to find a sample Ordinance that we worked with. Roger Dreisbach-Williams made public comment regarding stormwater run off from Texas Road to Island Park Road. John asked for a motion to adopt NPDES Phase II Ordinance 2005-3. Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0.
4. Homestead Property Settlement – Brian stated on February 23 they appeared in front Judge Giordano in which an order was written regarding the Homestead property and needed approval by the Board of Supervisors at tonight’s meeting. John asked for a motion to approve the settlement in the Homestead Property case as outline in the February 23rd Court of Common Pleas. Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0.


5. Ruf Hall Builders – Brian stated that he spoke to the attorney for the applicant. Brian stated they had a meeting with the applicant and his attorney. After the meeting Brian wrote correspondences to FEMA and Congressman Dent asking for guidance in this matter. Brian received an email stating that the Township should not issue a CO until FEMA can do an investigation. John tabled this issue until the next meeting. 
6. Athletic Field Lighting Bid – Debbie stated we received 5 bids and read all bids. The low bid was Metro Electrical Installations in the amount of $161,887.00 with alternate bid in the amount of $1,611.00. Scott McCaffrey was present to give an overview of the light project and showed a diagram of how the lights would be laid out. Mr. McCaffrey explained how they came up with the figures and how they decided on how many lights and where the lights would be placed. Debbie stated Metro Electrical was the company who installed the lights in Forks Township. John asked for audience comments. Mr. Brotzman quoted article 1514 in Township Zoning Ordinance. Brian Monahan stated that the Township is not subject to the zoning regulation. Mr. Brotzman stated he has gotten a petition signed by residents who are not in favor of the lights. Lesel Dreisbach-Williams stated she did not want lights lighting up the sky. Sharon Rush stated she was concerned about the kids being up late and felt the money could be better spent. Leroy Williams stated he is the current Baseball Commissioner. He stated in 2002 we had 14 teams from ages 6-14. In 2005 we have 21 teams including 250 children. The growth in the township is continuing. Without an additional park, the lights will allow us to double the use on the current fields. Bob Helm asked if anyone knew the amount of games that will be played. Mr. Williams stated he does not have the number, but it will be on an as needed basis. Mr. Helm asked if we have a time set for the lights to be off. There has been no set time, but most events end around 9PM. Bob Doerr wanted to have some plan worked out on how the lights were going to be used and only Williams Township teams would be able to use the lights. John Cusick asked if it is possible to get the double use out of the fields if you have the lights. Mr. Williams stated we could definitely double the practices and games would be a question because of getting other teams to get here by 5PM to start the first game because of work schedules with coaches and parents. Dave Brotzman asked if the fire company could reach a 75 foot pole. Mr. Murray stated no but there are surrounding fire companies that do. Jim Pfister was concerned about how long the lights will be on and the glare they might give off.  He suggested to the township that they might want to look at the cost of running the lights. Ray Rush thinks the light will add security. Mr. Rush feels the lights will benefit the kids. Dave Brotzman feels that the light project will cost more than what the bids came in at. Troy Hagenbuch stated he grew up in the township. He is in support of the lights and feels that the township is trying to support the kids in the township. Bob Doerr asked how long we have to approve the bid before it expires. Debbie believed it was 60 days. There was discussion on a policy on how the lights will be used. John made a motion to approve Metro Electric for athletic field lighting in the amount of $161887.00 and alternate #1 bid in the amount of $1,611.00. Seconded by Bob Doerr, carried 2-1 Helm opposed. John asked for a motion to direct the recreation board to develop a policy on use of the lights.  Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0.
7. Rettew Associates Public Works Facility Proposal – Tony Ganguzza from Rettew gave an overview of project.  (23000sqft, 14 bays, 2 maintenance bays, 3750sqft office space, and 3000sqft storage space on the 2nd floor). John stated the fee schedule that came in seems large for this project. Tony gave a little break down on where the costs are coming from.  Bob Doerr agreed that this should be looked at. Bob Helm agreed.  Tony stated that he could bring in the architect to review and go over the project. John suggested having a workshop to review the project. The Board scheduled the workshop for March 21 at 4PM.  
New Business 
1. Two Rivers Area Greenway Plan – Bob Doerr stated we appointed Arlene Koch from the Township Land Preservation Board to go to all the meetings. The program is to bring money into the Township to preserve Greenways. John asked for a motion to adopt Resolution 2005-3 the Two Rivers Area Greenway Plan.  Doerr made motion second by Helm, carried 3-0.

2. Fee Schedule Resolution – Rich explained to the board that he is trying to get all fees on one resolution. Because of that it has taken a little more time so it will not be ready until the next meeting. 

3. Altronics / Recreation and Community Building Alarm, Fire, and Cameras Debbie gave the Board the proposal she received for security and alarms. Debbie gave the overview for the security cameras around the park. Debbie explained there was a change in the amount of the fire and alarm on the community and recreation buildings because Fox Bros. will be removing all their equipment. John asked for a motion to approve Altronics security system camera installation in the amount of $13,375.00. Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0. John asked for a motion to approve the installation on the community building in the amount not to exceed $1,450.00. Doerr made motion second by Helm, carried 3-0. John asked for a motion to approve the installation on the recreation building in the amount not to exceed $1,450.00. Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0. John asked for a motion to approve a black and white monitor for the recreation building in the amount of $265.00. Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0.
Audience Comments

None

John asked for a motion to adjourn. Helm made motion second by Doerr, carried 3-0. 

10:00PM





Respectfully Submitted,






Dawn Barket






Township Secretary
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