Williams Township Board of Supervisors

February 15, 2007

The monthly meeting of the Williams Township Board of Supervisors, 655 Cider Press Road, Easton, PA 18042 was held on the above date and called to order at 4:00 PM by Chairperson Sally Hixson. Sally led the audience in the pledge to the flag. Others present were Supervisor Robert Doerr, Supervisor Fred Mebus, Township Solicitor Brian Monahan, Township Engineer David Harte, Township Manager Deborah Patterson, Township Secretary Jennifer Tripp, Assistant Township Secretary Katherine Faubert, Michael Strawn, Director of Public Works, and Zoning Officer Richard Adams. The regularly scheduled Board of Supervisors meeting was postponed from February 14, 2007 at 7:00pm to February 15, 2007 at 4:00pm due to inclement weather conditions.
Sally Hixson called the meeting to order.

Sally Hixson announced executive sessions were held on January 29, 2007 and February 5, 2007 to discuss personnel issues

APPROVAL of PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES – January 10, 2007 and JANUARY 29, 2007.

Sally asked the board if they had any corrections they would like made to the minutes. Bob and Fred had none.

Sally asked for a motion to approve the minutes from January 10, 2007 Bob made a motion, second by Fred carried, 3-0.

Sally asked for a motion to approve the minutes from January 29, 2007 Fred made the motion, second by Bob, carried 3-0.
Expenses – Debbie asked the Board for approval of the following expenses: General Fund Expenses $71,652.13, Sewer expenses $6,215.06, Subdivision Expenses $5,512.50, Sewage Expenses (Joseph Black) $1,140.00, Driveway Escrow Releases, $ 1,250.00 and General Savings for the interest payment on the Bond $90,981.02. Sally asked for motion to approve payment of the bills. A motion was made by Fred Mebus, second by Bob Doerr, carried 3-0.   

Presentation – Mark Weidner provided the Board of Supervisors with an update on the current projects and activities by the Boy Scouts. Also, Mark thanked the Township for supporting the Scouts. Mark introduced Boy Scouts, Ryan Little, and Gordon Diedzic who are working on Eagle Scout badges. 
Manager’s Report -  
Debbie told the Board that the Public Works Facility is officially out to bid starting Friday, February 16, 2007. Debbie stated that there is a mandatory pre-bid meeting on Friday, March 23, 2007 at 10:00 am in the Municipal Office and the bids are due in the Municipal Office by April 2, 2007 at 2:00 pm and will be awarded at the April 11th Board of Supervisors meeting. 

Debbie told the Board that she has received a letter of resignation from Jenn Tripp. Debbie read Jenn’s resignation letter in full.  Sally asked for a motion to accept Jenn’s resignation. Bob made the motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.

Debbie advised the Board that she has advertised for the position and currently, she has received approximately 70 resumes for the Township Secretary/Assistant Treasurer position and they are still coming in. Debbie stated that she and Sally will start reviewing these resumes next week. Hopefully, they will have a recommendation for the March meeting.
Debbie explained that with the new incorporation of the Safety Manual, we have determined that we need a Hazard Communication Program and training. Debbie has presented the Board with a quote from Beacon Safety Consulting who has been working with us on the Safety Manuel. The cost for the program, including training, is $1000.00. There are four parts to this program: the written program itself to include MSDS; Labeling and Training; creation of chemical inventory sheet and training. Debbie asked the Board for approval to begin this process. She explained that we are also looking to the next step which will be confined space training.  Sally asked for a motion to approve Beacon Safety Consulting at a cost of $1,000.00, Bob made the motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.

Debbie stated that she attended a Veterans Memorial Committee Meeting on Saturday, January 27, 2007. The committee is planning a Veterans Memorial ceremony for the Memorial Day weekend. They will hold the ceremony on May 27, 2007 at 6:00 pm, and it will begin at the Cemetery and end in the Municipal Park. There is another meeting scheduled for February 24, 2007 so they can finalize their plans.
Debbie stated that hanging on the wall behind the Board of Supervisors, is a painting of Mammy Morgan’s Home donated to the Township by the Hineline Family. She suggested we put something in the next, upcoming newsletter about this donation. The Board was in agreement with Debbie.

Debbie advised the Board that February 26, 2007 there is a Northampton County Council Meeting, if the Supervisors are interested in attending. The reason they may be interested in attending is that there will be a discussion regarding the use of Earned Income Tax funds. Bob Doerr stated that he was already aware of this upcoming meeting, he had received a letter.

Debbie stated that she has received a letter from M & T Bank regarding our $3,500,000.00. bond for the new Public Works Building. Our registered interest payment of $90,981.02 is due today, February 15, 2007.  She stated that this payment has been made.
Sally stated that she received a letter from DCNR regarding the revision to community conservation partnerships program grant application cycle with a deadline of April 13, 2007, Debbie stated that she also received this letter. 

Debbie stated that she received the monthly report from the Mary Meuser Library which she already emailed a copy to the Board of Supervisors. 

Public Works Report – Michael Strawn read his report for January 10, 2007 to February 13, 2007. 

Mike advised the Board that he has obtained two quotes for a new roller. The two companies he obtained quotes received are from Plasterer Equipment on a state contract price of $32,623.00, with no trade in option, and Stephenson Equipment, Inc. on a state contract price of $31, 800.00. The quote from Stephenson Equipment also allows for a trade in allowance on the roller we currently own for $3,400.00 bringing the total amount to $28,400.00.  Stephenson is the low bidder and Mike recommends the Board authorize the purchase of a new Ashpalt Roller from them. Debbie asked Mike if the Stephenson quote is under State contract. Mike said yes. Mike explained that he tried to call Caterpillar to get a third quote but they did not return his calls. Fred asked if we should consider advertising to sell our old roller to get more money for it.  Mike felt the trade in amount is fair and did not feel that we could get much more from selling it on our own. Sally asked for a motion. Fred made the motion to approve the purchase from Stephenson Equipment Inc., as per our quote from February 12, 2007, of $31,800.00 minus trade in of $3,400.00 with a total $28,400.00, second by Bob, carried 3-0.
Sally asked Mike about the freezing ice on the roads, after our recent storm. Mike explained that salt does not work after the temperature drops below 15 degrees, and then he recommends using anti-skid at that point.  
Zoning Office Report – Richard read his report for the month of January.
Rich advised the Board that there will be four hearings for the March 7, 2007 meeting:
TNT Fireworks, NE Intersection of Cedarville and Morgan Hill Road – Special Exception – Temporary Retail Sales

Mark Camden – Special Exception – 795 S. Delaware Drive 
Thomas & Helen Seifert – 325 Buttermilk Road – Variance request

Michael Moss & Ellen Chapman – 50 & 70 Hilton Street - Rescheduled
Cedarville Center Condominium (Moss Tract) – 480-490 Cedarville Road – Variance Request – Site Signage

Planning Commission Report – Peter Thompson read the report in Terry Lee’s absence.  He told the Board that the Planning Commission reorganized in January. The Chairman of the Planning Commission is Terry Lee, Vice Chairman is Peter Thompson, and the Secretary is Joseph Black.
The Planning Commission moved to deny the following applications effective only in the event that applicants failed to grant the Township additional time for review:
1. Chrin Brothers, Inc. - Curative Amendment - Wottrings Mill. Time deadline was February 14, 2007. Subsequently this applicant provided written extension to on or before April 11, 2007 to review the application. 

2. Chrin Brothers Inc – Waste Transfer Station – Land Development plan. Subsequently, applicant provided written extension to on or before April 11, 2007 to review the application.

3. Chrin Brothers Inc. - Wottrings Mill - Major Subdivision, Preliminary Plan. Subsequently, applicant provided written extension to on or before April 11, 2007 to review the application. 

Also, TNT Fireworks, Cedarville Road and Morgan Hill Road – Special Exception Request for Temporary Retail Sales Tent for Fireworks. The Planning Commission moved 4-0 to recommend that the Zoning Hearing Board endorse the Special Exception subject to the Comment and Review Letters of David Harte and Joseph Black.
Recreation Board Report – Ray Abert told the Board that the Recreation Board did not have a meeting in February.
Sally asked Debbie if she received any applications for the vacancy on the Recreation Board, Debbie said no, she has not received any applications yet.

Land Preservation Board Report – Jeff McGuire read the minutes for the January 15, 2007 Land Preservation Board Meeting. He told the Supervisors that they reorganized. The Chairman is Jeff McGuire, Vice Chairman is Alan Kirby, and Secretary is Linda Heindel.  Also Jeff discussed the letter    that the supervisors have copies of, from the Natural Lands Trust dated February 15, 2007 with regard to the conservation easement of the McBrien Property on Raubsville Road.
Engineer Report 
Sally asked Dave Harte about the School House Farms Subdivision inlets problems – Dave Harte explained that as part of the developers’ agreement, the elevations on the as built drawing are constructed lower than the design plan.  He did a review of the drawing and he is working with the Engineer & Ashley Development on a solution. 
Sally also asked Dave Harte about the Riverview Woods subdivision. The Supervisors were sent a copy of a letter and Dave Harte as well, from their Engineer regarding the pipeline that crosses this property.  Regulations regarding underground crossing with a driveway there are strict guidelines that have changed since 9/11. The Engineer hired by the owner of Riverview Woods is working on the details and the drawings have changed.  Dave Harte sent him a letter explaining that any changes made to the original plan need to be brought back to the Board of Supervisors. He assured Dave that he thought no major changes were going to be made. But Dave asked him for a copy of the drawings to review before the work is performed. Dave explained to him that the Township will not approve construction if he does not submit these plans to the Township. 

Also, Sally asked Dave about a letter she received regarding Chrin using a portable rock crusher on their quarry site on Island Park Road. Dave stated that he will check into this issue. The Supervisors are concerned about noise levels, etc. 
1. CHRIN LANDFILL INSPECTIONS – Dave read monthly status report on host municipal inspections at the Chrin site.
2. COUNTRY CLASSICS AT MORGAN HILL
Brian Monahan explained that he received a letter from Mr. Lutz. Brian made an attempt to meet with Mr. Lutz since the last Supervisors meeting.  About two days ago Brian received correspondence that Mr. Lutz was away on a trip. Brian stated that this issue has not been resolved yet since they were unable to meet. Mr. Lutz is here tonight and explained that he was away on a trip, and that he was unsuccessful in getting together with Brian. Attorney Krista Harper is here. She feels that the issues rose by the Homeowners Association and Mr. Lutz, pertaining to adoption of the roads, are not relevant. Sally feels that we are not making progress regarding this issue, and that this has been on the agenda for the past few months. Paul Moriarty is here for the Homeowners Association.  Sally asked Dave Harte and Brian Monahan if they have made any progress with this issue. She asked if we are waiting for anything. Brian stated that he is waiting to hear from Attorney Wiener who has requested more information and he has had no meetings with the Homeowners Association either.  Dave stated that there has been nothing new in the past month with him. Sally feels we need to put some kind of timetable on this issue to force a decision.  All meetings that need to be had must occur in the next month before the March 14, 2007 Supervisors meeting. Bob and Fred agree with Sally. Dave Harte asked about the revised road right of way description, because of the road right of way being made narrower, it leaves a strip of land open. He would like to know who would be the owner of this strip of land. Dave asked Brian what approvals will be necessary to create the strip of land to be transferred to an owner. Dave stated that it’s likely the owner would be the golf course, but it will need a parcel id number on the amended plan. Dave was interested in knowing if this is the creation of a lot line adjustment. Brian explained that the Township will need a letter from the original owner indicating that the small strip of land is part of the existing parcel id number, so it can be recognized. Brian doesn’t think we need a whole new plan to do this. If anyone needs to hold a meeting to discuss their concerns, they must be done before the March meeting. The Board of Supervisors will make a motion regarding this issue on March 14, 2007. 
Josh Weinstein asked the Board to protect homeowners from things getting put into agreements by the Developers that they may not be aware of. He feels there is no clear way for new owners to know that there are stipulations in the homeowners agreement regarding maintenance. He feels the Supervisors should protect people from things getting put in without the owners knowing.  He doesn’t want the Township to spend legal fees on this issue in the future. Sally asked Brian for guidance on this question. Brian feels the Township does not have a legal responsibility regarding the agreements between the developer and the homeowners. Developers create the concept and put it together in a document. We make clear the Township is not responsible for caring for private roads and it is on the Plan of Record. Brian feels this is a buyer beware situation. Paul Moriarty, Homeowners Association President, stated that Brian has a letter in his hand from their attorney clearly stating their position on these issues. Debbie asked Paul to provide the Township with their letters a few days in advance of the meeting, so the Supervisors have time to review them before the meetings occur. Krista Harper stated that it’s clear that the Homeowners Association responsibilities are in the recorded plan and it is fully disclosed to the association.  The Homeowner Association documents, in many locations, specifically clarify wall maintenance.  Krista Harper stated that the Township even went to extra lengths of hiring an expert to inspect the wall along Congressional Drive, along with the Township Engineer. She feels the developer has diligently responded to all the concerns raised and provided information to the Township as needed. Krista stated that it is clearly outlined in the Association’s budget with a specific amount. She feels all parties are fully informed and it is routine for Homeowners Associations to maintain retaining walls.  The Board of Supervisors stated that they will make a motion on this issue at the March meeting.
3.  RELEASE OF SECURITY – BALLEK 3 LOT SUBDIVISION 

       Dave told the Board that he performed an inspection of the Ballek Subdivision relative to entering into the maintenance period in accordance with the Developers agreement. The current escrow balance of $27,539.60 may be released upon completion of the maintenance period and posts security in accordance with the Subdivision Improvements Agreement.
Sally asked for a motion to release the balance of $27,539.60, Fred made a motion, second by Bob, carried  3-0.
Old Business
1. GLOBAL STORMWATER PLAN

Debbie asked the board for their instruction to advertise and would like to complete this by April. The Board of Supervisors directed Brian Monahan to advertise. Sally asked for a motion, Bob made the motion, second by Fred, carried 3-0.

Pete Andresen asked the Board how this Plan will impact the residents.  Dave Harte explained that this is an update to the existing Act 167 Stormwater Plan the Township has now. Dave Harte explained the reasons to Pete for doing this.
2. PLANNING COMMISSION APPOINTMENT -  this issue has been tabled for next months meeting

NEW BUSINESS

1. VACATING MOYERS LANE DISCUSSION

Debbie explained that she received a letter from Policelli Engineering on January 26th.  Debbie stated that everyone at the Board table has a copy of the plan in front of them.  Debbie spoke with Attorney Sabatine on Monday and explained to him that this is not a complete application.  Mr. Policelli is here tonight with Attorney Nick Sabatine and Mrs. Sun. Attorney Sabatine said that he has spoken with the Township Manager and the Golf Club property owners adjoining Moyers lane. He stated that Mr. Kessler is also an adjoining property owner. He had spoken with Krista Harper several months ago. The Suns would like to construct a driveway in order to access their property. He stated that they had presented a plan to the Planning Commission back in November 2006.  They have received a review letter from Harte Engineering. Their plan was tabled by the Planning Commission. The Suns are interested in purchasing a small parcel of land from the owners of the Golf Course and then they would not need to vacate a portion of Moyers Lane.  Attorney Sabatine asked the Board of Supervisors to approve the plan they had previously submitted to the Planning Commission. The Board explained that he needs to continue to make application directly to the Planning Commission until they approve the plans, then they may bring the plans to the Board of Supervisors.  Dave Harte explained that there has been many years of discussions regarding how the Sun’s would like to proceed with this plan. The multiple parties involved have not been able to come together to resolve this issue. Attorney Sabatine feels that the owners of the Golf Course have been willing to cooperate in selling a small, triangular piece of land to the Suns so they can proceed without having to vacate a portion of Moyers Lane. Fred asked Dave Harte if there is sufficient room for the Township vehicles and emergency response vehicles to turn around at the end of Moyers Lane on property currently owned by Mr. Lutz. Dave Harte stated that these issues are still ongoing and his comment letter from the Planning Commission letter still needs to be addressed. David Harte stated that the three or four parties, involved in this, need to meet outside of a Township meeting and come up with a solution. The Board of Supervisors directed Attorney Sabatine and Mrs. Sun to continue to make their application to the Planning Commission to obtain approval from them first. Dave Harte told Attorney Sabatine that if the Suns are going to purchase a small parcel of land from the owners of the Golf Course, then they need to submit a Lot Line Adjustment plan to Planning Commission.  Sally asked Debbie to attempt to contact Mr. Kessler to see if he would consider a meeting with all parties involved in this plan, to see if he is willing to work with everyone to resolve these issues. 
Pete Andresen asked the Board who owns the stormwater pipe under Moyers Lane. Dave Harte advised him that the Golf Course owners are responsible for the pipe. Dave explained that it was installed to alleviate erosion problems and will remain as Golf Course ownership. The easement is part of the deeds before the Supervisors for acceptance. The pipe was installed to alleviate constant erosion problems and the Golf Course owners have agreed to maintain it. 

Mr. Lutz stated that the first he heard about the turn around at the end of Moyers Lane, is in an email he received today, but stated that he is willing to work with the Township and other property owners.
2. MATERIALS AND PAVING BID – Debbie asked the Supervisors for approval to advertise the materials & paving bid so they can approve the bids at the April meeting. Sally asked for a motion, motion was made by Fred, second by Bob, carried 3-0.
Supervisors Remarks – 

Sally asked Dave Harte about updating our Act 537. Dave Harte stated that every time the Township adopts a new planning module, we automatically update the Act. We can perform a Township-wide update. This is something we can look into and reevaluate a new plan. We currently have a plan that is maybe 10 years old, but it has updates with each new module. Dave stated that we can certainly do this if the Board is interested and explained that DEP will pay for half the costs incurred to update the plan. Sally asked the Board for their thoughts. Bob feels the timing is right since we are updating our Zoning and S.A.L.D.O.  Sally asked Dave Harte for a cost projection to do this.
Sally is interested in looking into making up a new map of the Township. Debbie explained that there is no cost to make a new map, it is paid for through the advertisers. Debbie told her that we have received a few samples through the mail. 
Sally received a letter from the Saucon Creek Watershed that on February 22nd  Charlie Dent will be speaker regarding Federal funding of watershed projects. Sally thought someone from Frys Run Association may be interested in attending this meeting.
Sally is interested in forming an Environmental Advisory Council. She would like the Supervisors to hold a workshop to see if they could do this.  Dave Harte recommends someone from the Planning commission should be involved in this council. Sally would like us to put this on the Township website or put something in our next newsletter.
Sally thanked the Williams Township staff for their work on our most recently mailed newsletter. 

Brian stated that at the last meeting the Supervisors voted to deny the Painter Tract/Oakley Knoll Subdivision and there has since been an appeal filed in court.
Audience Comments – 
Wallanne Steele asked the Board about the issue regarding the Township taking over of the roads in the Golf Course community. She inquired as to whether there is some authority in Pennsylvania who oversees Homeowner Association plans. She asked why this is the Townships responsibility?

Richard Lutz thanked the Supervisors for their ongoing concern.
Fred asked Brian about changes he requested be made to the December minutes. Brian advised him to make a request for the hard copy, showing the changes, to be on the agenda for next months meeting.  

Sally asked for a motion to adjourn, Bob made a motion, second by Fred, Carried 3-0. 

6:00 pm.
 




Respectfully submitted,






Katherine Faubert





Assistant Township Secretary





Williams Township Board of Supervisors

Following the Board of Supervisors meeting, there was a short executive session to discuss legal issues.
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