Williams Township Board of Supervisors

February 13, 2008

The monthly meeting of the Williams Township Board of Supervisors, 655 Cider Press Road, Easton, PA 18042 was held on the above date and called to order at 7:00 PM by Chairperson Sally Hixson.  Sally led the audience in the pledge to the flag.  Others present were Supervisor Fred Mebus, Supervisor Robert Doerr, Township Solicitor Brian Monahan, Township Engineer David Harte, Township Manager Deborah Patterson, Township Public Works Director Michael Strawn, Zoning Officer Richard Adams and Township Secretary Melody Ashmore.  

Sally announced executive sessions were held January 8, 2008, Host Negotiations and January 10, 2008, Legal Issues, January 16, 2008, Host Negotiations Legal Issues, January 17, 2008, Host Negotiations, January 24, 2008, Pending Legal Issues, January 29, 2008, Host Negotiations, February 5, 2008, Pending Legal Issues.

Alisa Baratta objected to the Executive Sessions for conducting Host Negotiations.  Ms. Baratta stated this is a formal objection.  The following people have objected:  Kathy Lilley, 10 Schuler Lane, Chris Washburn and George Washburn, 235 Spring Valley Lane, Jennifer Petrozzo, 35 Barron Hill Road, Greg Goldsmith, 90 Clubhouse Drive, Vincent Foglia, 55 Schuler Lane, Alisa Baratta, 320 Spring Valley Road, Jim Diedzic, 30 Waltman Loop Lane, Bob Lilley, 10 Schuler Lane, Donna Helbing, 405 Spring Valley Road and Lawrence Iudicello, 425 Spring Valley Road.

Sally asked the Board if they had any corrections they would like made to the Minutes of December 27, 2007, Year End Meeting.  Jennifer Petrozzo suggested that the minutes be published on the website prior to the meeting so they can be reviewed.  There being no corrections, a motion was made by Bob to approve the minutes as presented, second by Fred.  Carried 3-0.

Sally asked the Board if they had any corrections they would like made to the Minutes of January 7, 2008 Reorganization/Regular Meeting.  Fred stated that in the previous minutes, we did not appoint an alternate delegate to the Two Rivers COG.  Bob made a motion to nominate Sally as alternate delegate to the Two Rivers COG, second by Fred.  Carried 3-0.

Vince Foglia questioned a comment that Dave Harte made with regard to the dimensional variance.  Dave Harte stated that his comment in the minutes of January 7, 2008, page 10 are correct.  There being no further comments, a motion was made by Fred to approve the minutes of January 7, 2008, second by Bob.  Carried 3-0.

TREASURERS REPORT/EXPENSES
Debbie presented the Treasurers reports dated December 2007 and January 2008 before the Board for approval.  A motion was made by Fred to approve the Treasurers Reports for December 2007 and January 2008, second by Bob.  Carried 3-0.
Debbie read before the Board for approval the following expenses:  General Fund Expenses $178,499.44; Subdivision Expenses $10,411.50; Sewer Enforcement Expenses $660.00; Sewage Expenses $6,611.09; M & T Investment Group $76,577.50 and Driveway Escrow Releases $2,500.00.  Sally asked the Board if they had any questions with regard to the Expense Report or the Bills.  There being none, Bob made the motion to approve the Expense Report of February 13, 2008 and the Bills as presented, second by Fred.  Carried 3-0.  

Presentation by Easton Suburban Water Authority – Tanks on Morgan Hill Road - Greg from Easton Suburban Water stated that the project is to replace the existing two concrete tanks that are on Morgan Hill.  The necessary permits have been obtained and the project was put out to bid.  The first tank should be demolished by February 25, 2008 and when complete the second tank will be demolished, hopefully September.  Greg stated that they will establish a clear notification procedure for traffic control with the Township.  Greg stated that they will have flag people for brief moments, the road will not be closed.  Greg stated that there should be about 8 employees and they will either park on site or by the pumping station.  He stated that notices will be sent to the residents notifying them of the project.  Debbie asked if they have contacted PennDot with regard to any requirements they may have since Morgan Hill is a State Road.  Greg stated that they have a permit from PennDot for the driveway use.  Fred was concerned with keeping their employees off Morgan Hill road due to the narrowness of the road.  Greg stated that they will set up traffic control signs.  Debbie asked what the finish date of the project is.  Greg stated October 2009.  

Manager’s Report 

Debbie announced that Mike Strawn is in the Army Reserves and has received orders that will put him on active duty.  Debbie recommended that William Hughes, Foreman be upgraded to Public Works Director in Mike’s absence at a rate of $21.11 an hour.  Debbie stated that she has spoke with the Union and they have agreed based on the approval of the Board that William Hughes will stay within the Union, pay dues and have the duties of Public Works Director.  Sally asked if Fred or Bob had any comments.  There being none, Fred made a motion to make William Hughes acting Public Works Director temporarily when Mike leaves for active duty at a rate of $21.11 an hour, second by Bob.  Carried 3-0.

Debbie advised the Board that she would like to post the Foreman position to replace William Hughes.  Debbie further stated that the Foreman position would be posted at the Public Works Building, and if no one bids the position, to have the ability to advertise the position with the understanding that the time period is only while Mike Strawn is away.    

Debbie stated that she has recently met with Mark Weidner and Andrew Debray who is currently working on his Eagle Scout Project.  Andrew’s project consists of making and installing bird boxes within the Municipal Park.  
Debbie stated that she is currently working on a Recreation Grant from Northampton County to purchase new equipment, rubber mulch and other playground equipment.  Debbie also stated that she has received information from the recreation board for new equipment at the Raubsville Park and some new equipment at the Municipal Park.

Debbie advised the board that we have received the November and December Reports from Mary Meuser Library Reports.

Debbie stated that she has spoke with Tom Hodge from the Borough of Glendon with regard to Williams Township taking over the maintenance of Berger Road.  Debbie further stated that she along with Mike are going to meet with Mr. Hodge to discuss how to proceed.  Debbie stated that she has spoke with Brian Monahan and he suggested that we would enter into an Intermunicipal Agreement.  

Debbie explained that with recent discussions after the fire disaster at South Whitehall Township Municipal Building she is in the process of getting a quote for fire proofing the back room downstairs.  Debbie stated that she should have more information at the next Supervisors Meeting.
Correspondence:

Debbie stated that we received a letter from Mariton Wildlife Sanctuary stating that recently they received $4,000.00 in grant money from the Northampton County Department Community and Economic Development.  The money will be used to purchase kayaks and equipment to use in there educational program.
Debbie announced that we received a letter DCNR stating the Heindel–Kirby Conservation Easement was denied.
Debbie stated that we received a letter from the Commonwealth of PA with reference to the 2006 Liquid Fuels Audit Report and was found to be compliant.
Debbie announced that we received a letter from Lehigh Valley Convention & Visitors Bureau with regard to wayfinding signage analysis for the Lehigh Valley.  The meeting is scheduled for either March 12th or March 13th and asked for the Supervisors to let her know if they are interested in attending.
Debbie stated that she received an Independent Audit Report with regard to the Magisterial District Court for years ending 2005 and 2006.

Matt Powers from the Frys Run Watershed advised the audience that on February 28, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. the Fry’s Run Coldwater Conservation Watershed Plan will hold a public meeting.  The meeting will be held at the Old Williams Township Hall, 655 Cider Press Road.  Mr. Powers stated that they have completed a draft of the plan and are going to present that plan at the meeting.  Sally asked Matt if he would forward a copy of the draft plan to Debbie.
Fred asked to have a meeting with Brian and Debbie regarding the handling of Berger Road.  Dave Harte suggested getting a deed with a right of way without removing the municipal boundaries.  Debbie suggested that Fred attend the meeting on Friday with Tom Hodge from Glendon Borough. 
Public Works Report – Michael Strawn read his report for January 7, 2008 to February 13, 2008.  Mike stated that we received the new John Deere Gator that was approved at the December meeting.  Mike further stated that they are getting ready to go out to bid with this years road projects.  Mike stated that he has been conducting interviews for the public works CDL/Laborer position and has interview 3 applicants.  Mike advised the board that 26 applications were received, 5 of which had CDL qualifications.  It was suggested by Sally that Fred sit in on the interviews and that it be brought to the March Supervisors Meeting.   

Greg Goldsmith commented that on February 1, 2008 the road in the area of Country Classics of Morgan Hill had no cinders during the storm.  Mike stated that is a private Road and does not belong to the Township.  
Jim Diedzic asked what is the reason for having 2 employees to a truck that is pulling a sweeper?  Mike stated it’s a safety issue because of the pivot points, turning the truck around and watching traffic.  

Zoning Office Report - Rich read his report for the month of January, 2008.  Rich stated that the next Zoning Hearing Board meeting will be on Wednesday, March 5, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.  The following will be heard:

1. Approval Of Minutes – 2008 Reorganization Meeting

2. Joseph Joseph – 630 Morvale Road – Variance Request

3. Morgan Hill Golf Club, LLC-100 Clubhouse Drive-Special Exception

Planning Commission Report – Pete Thompson read the report.  Pete stated that they held a brief reorganization meeting on January 16, 2008 and the following were elected, Terry Lee, Chairman, Peter Thompson, Vice Chairman and Joseph Black, Secretary.
Land Preservation Board Report – Linda Heindel read the minutes from the January 21, 2008 meeting.  Linda stated that they held their reorganization meeting that night and the following were elected, Alan Kirby, Chairman, Jerry Steele, Vice Chairman and Linda Heindel, Secretary.  Bob asked Linda if they are going to reapply for the Heindel-Kirby application.  Linda stated yes.  

Recreation Board Report – Ray stated that Movies in the Park are scheduled for July 19, 2008 and August 16, 2008 and if anyone has any suggestions for movies to let them know.  Ray further stated that Summer Recreation will start on June 23, 2008 and run through August 1, 2008.  The Board is discussing procedures regarding dropping off and picking up children.  Ray further stated that all counselors have clearances and shirts to identify who they are.  Sally stated that she asked the recreation board to walk through the parks and compile a list of things that needed to be done.  Sally asked Mike for an update on the small baseball field.  Mike stated sod was ordered, it was about half of what they needed and he has contacted the sod company to order more.  
Engineer Report 

1.
DRJTB Signal – Dave stated that the trenching work has begun and the signal arms should be delivered in about 2 months.

2.
Public Works Building – Dave stated that it is proceeding slowly and they will be looking at a new construction schedule.  Dave further stated that they are looking at the issue of a completion date based upon the weather.

3.
Chrin Inspection Report – Dave stated that there was a host inspection on January 10, 2008 and a DEP status meeting on January 18, 2008.  From January 11, 2008 to February 5, 2008 there were 10 complaints that were called into the township, 9 of those complaints were after hours and 1 complaint was receive in the morning, there were no odors present at that time.  

4.
Stouts Creek – Dave stated that they have performed an inspection of the Stoudts Creek Subdivision for the completion of the maintenance period.  All items that were outstanding on the punch list items from 2005 have been completed.  
Solicitors Report – Brian stated in January 2007 the Board denied two separation applications with regard to Ashley Development related to the Painter Tract.  On September 13 with court participation the parties entered into a settlement that was court approved which required due diligence to be accomplished by Ashley with regard to the land developments on or before March 10, 2008.  Brian stated that a request was received from Ashley Development asking that period be extended to February 3, 2009.  Brian further stated that he would recommend to the Board that be done.  Sally asked Bob and Fred if they had any questions.  There being none Sally asked for a motion to approve the modification of the stipulation and agreement which extends the performance deadline to February 3, 2009.  Bob made the motion, second by Fred.  Carried 3-0.
Brian stated that the ordinance committee recommended that two separate ordinances be prepared, for wood burning appliances which are not contained within a home and the retail sale of fireworks in tents.  The ordinances were forwarded to the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission for review and our Planning Commission will review these matters on Wednesday, February 20, 2008.  

Old Business

1.
SPCA Agreement – Brian stated that he has drafted an agreement for a lump sum amount of $2,700.00 in return for unlimited receipt of animals.  Sally asked Fred and Bob if they had any questions.  There being none, Sally asked for a motion giving Debbie or Brian direction to formalize an agreement for the SPCA in the amount of $2,700.00.  Fred made motion, second Bob.  Carried 3-0.

2.
Light Pole Bid – Athletic Fields – Debbie stated we received two bids, the lowest bid was for $41,114.00.  Debbie stated that after meeting with Scott McCaffey and Ray Abert , it would be her  recommendation to reject all bids.  It was recommended by Debbie that we purchase the pole and lights on state contract and the rest of the project be handled in house through Public Works for what she feels would be less than $10,000.00.  Scott is willing to act as the project manager and help the Public Works Department.  There was a brief discussion regarding trenching, an electrician, a crane rental and the Public Works doing some of the work.  Sally asked for a motion to reject all bids for the Athletic Field Light Pole and to purchase the pole and light in the amount of $14,720.00 on state contract.  Bob made motion, second by Fred.  Carried 3-0.
3.
EPA Modifications to Rules and Regulations– Debbie stated that the Easton Area Joint Sewer Authority asked us to put together a Resolution with regard to the rules and regulations and enforcement response plan.  Debbie stated that should be done at next month’s meeting.

New Business 

1.
Request For Creation Of Agricultural Security Area – Jeffrey & Mary Mcguire-50 Durham Road – Brian stated that the request was received from the McGuire’s and procedure is to bring it to the Planning Commission, Land Preservation Board and then to the Supervisors for recommendation.  Brian further stated that he has put together the documentation and it has been advertised in the newspaper and the matter will be placed on the Board of Supervisors Agenda March 12, 2008.
Supervisors Remarks 

Bob commented on the article that was in the Pathfinder with regard to Mrs. Rhoades.  Bob stated that Mrs. Rhoades who is 101 years old is our oldest resident in the township and the article was exceptional.

Fred stated The Two River Cog is composed of several Municipalities, Williams Township is included in sponsoring e-cycling day May 3, 2008 at the Easton High School.  Information can be found on our website.  

Fred stated that with regard to the Mutual Aid Agreement and after going through all the various boroughs, city and Township’s, they have all approved the agreement and all members have bought into the Mutual Aid Agreement.

Audience Comments 

Jim Diedzic – Commented on the feed back with regard to residents signing the petitions.  Stated that if anyone desires to remove their name to notify him and he will remove same.  
Greg Goldsmith – Commented about the flame coming out of the landfill and the health problems of which is being burned off.  Stated he received a letter from Brian regarding records that he has requested.  Brian stated that there may be expenditures that are under HIPAA and other reasons that would violate personnel and privacy issues. 

Bruce Campbell – Stated he was just observing and does not understand the need to expand the dump and ruin the gateway to the community.

Vince Foglia – Thanked Mike for serving our Country and hopes he remains safe.  Mr. Foglia commented on DEP forms for inspections and whether they are kept in the township and if violations are found.  Commented on the Chrin landfill. Mr. Foglia provided the Supervisors with a written summary of comments and a disc. 
Alicia Baratta – Questioned whether an Annual Compliance Report for the Superfund has been received since 2003 and who in the township is monitoring the effectiveness of the cleanup?  Bob Doerr stated that DEP monitors the cleanup.  Ms. Barotta asked if they can have a report on that at the next Supervisors meeting.  Debbie stated that she will look into that.  

Pete Andresen – no comment

Jennifer Petrozzo – Questioned where Bob Doerr received the information with regard to the permit and berm.  Stated that the residents feel they have been shut out of the process.  
Bob Lilley – Asked the Board if they have considered an approximate date on the meeting?  Sally stated the Supervisors are taking there time and going through all comments and are planning to send a publication with answers to the questions.  
Nancy Stetson – Commented on the landfill and the impact of the health to our community.   Commented that we import more garbage in the State of Pennsylvania than any other state in the country.  She stated to the Board that they are the people that can do right for our community.
Joanne Goodman – Stated that she feels the landfill expansion is not good for the township and ground water studies should be done before letting it go to a State or Federal level.  Feels the Board will do the right thing.
Frank Boersma – Stated that he feels that this is a very emotional issue.  Asked the Supervisors to look out for our best interest and had concerns that an agreement would be made without the resident’s knowledge and about compliance reports.  Sally stated that any decision would have to made at a public meeting.  He stated that he cannot see the reason at this time to allow the expansion of the landfill.  
Bob and Bay Eichlin – Stated they were here to support the community.

Kathy Lilley – Expressed concerns regarding zoning, the landfill expansion and air studies.   Kathy Lilley commented about a statement made at the Board of Supervisors Meeting of June 8, 2000 with regard to trees along Morvale Road.  
Kevin Troisi – Expressed concern about the expansion of the landfill.  Asked the Supervisors if they think they know what is better for us as a community?  Sally stated we are still researching, we have a lot of information and our minds are not made up otherwise we would not be going so slow.  Sally further stated that there is no agreement and we are not close to any agreement.  Mr. Troisi asked if it is possible to approach Chrin and say we are not going to do anything?  Bob stated of course.  Bob further stated we have been transparent about it, the process has not been secret, we have made ourselves available and have solicited questions.  

Eric Bloss – Stated that he is for the landfill expansion and would rather see the landfill then clustered houses.  Questioned whether the Township would rent the existing pole barn at the public works building after the new building is built?  Fred stated that in general the Township does not want to be a landlord.  Mr. Bloss asked about the Painter Tract being extended to 2009 and the Township purchasing the tract and preserving it. Brian stated they would have until 2009 to do their due diligence.  Sally stated purchasing the tract was a thought but feels the Township does not have enough money.  Mr. Bloss questioned the 288 acre property being public knowledge?  Sally stated that she believes that was the McBrien/Horth property and Bob stated you can get a list of properties at the Land Preservation Board Meetings.  
Ray Brunner – Stated that he is a member of the liaison committee of Country Classics of Morgan Hill and that there needs to be a way to organize the conversation so the research can be part of your diligence and make this whole thing end.  

There being no further business, Fred made a motion to adjourn at 10:30 p.m., second by Bob.  Carried 3-0.

Respectfully submitted,







MELODY A. ASHMORE, 

TOWNSHIP SECRETARY
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