WILLIAMS TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

INFORMATIONAL MEETING

DECEMBER 18, 2007


An Informational Meeting of the Williams Township Board of Supervisors. 655 Cider Press Road, Easton, PA 18042 was held on the above date at the Philip Lauer Middle School, 2400 Firmstone Street, Easton, PA 18042 and called to order at 7:00 P.M. by Chairperson, Sally Hixson.  Sally led the audience in the pledge to the flag.  Others present were Supervisors Robert Doerr and Fred Mebus, Township Solicitor Brian Monahan, Township Engineer David Harte, Township Secretary Melody Ashmore, Township Receptionist, Katherine Faubert, Engineer, Rick Bodner, Brian Levrington with Chrin, Bill McDonald, Dave Bruzzel who is Legal Council for Chrin, Bruce Anderson of the Pidcock Company and Greg Chrin. Sally mentioned that Bob Sugarman has also been working with the Township on this issue.  Township Manager Deborah Patterson, worked the power point presentation.
Sally Hixson gave an opening statement explaining that the proposals are on the negotiating table, and the Board understands that with the Chrin landfill there are mixed feelings from the residents. The Supervisors started negotiations to look at several proposals.  The power point presentation will be on the website no later than Thursday, December 20, 2007 and the board displays will in the meeting room of the Municipal Building for residents to view until January 14, 2007.  Tonight’s presentation is to take comments from residents. Residents will have until January 14, 2007 to contact the Township and submit their comments to the Board of Supervisors either via email, telephone call or on our website.  Sally further stated that this is an informational meeting. The Board will limit comments to 3 minutes per each resident and asked that you please provide your name and then your comment. 

Sally began the presentation by explaining that the Supervisors have been in negotiations since 2000 with Chrin and that Host Fees were not the only objective. Chrin owns a lot of land and the current Board of Supervisors would like to put expansion issues to rest so future Supervisors will not have to deal with it. The Township is very involved in open space. Sally mentioned the proposed recreation area on Wottrings Mill Road, some buffers & landscaping that will be needed and stated that this proposal will secure Host Municipal Fees for the Township. 

Sally explained that the Supervisors do not have an agreement with Chrin and that these are basic proposals.

Bob Doerr explained the open space component of the power point presentation and walked everyone through the photos of open space.

Sally explained that the recreation area will consist of a Regulation Little League Baseball Field and a PIAA Soccer Field. Sally further explained that Chrin will design and construct the fields in approximately two (2) years with the hope of sharing it with the school district.  It was stated that Athletic fields are costly for the school district to maintain.

Dave Harte explained the zoning map portion of the power point presentation. He explained that currently the land fill is zoned GI (General Industrial).

Bruce Anderson explained the proposed landscaping portion of the power point presentation. 

Fred Mebus explained the Municipal Fees portion of the power point presentation. He explained that currently the Township receives $1.00 per ton. He showed the three steps with proposed increases. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Christina Rigney – 195 Stanton Court - She expressed concerns with regard to the landfill expansion.  Ms. Riley stated that when they moved in the area they did not expect an expansion.  She stated that a couple of years ago the landfill did not smell and has since noticed the odor has increased dramatically.  The appearance and health issues have her very concerned.
Walter Holler – lives at the Condos in Morgan Hill - Expressed concern that the meeting has not allowed for additional questioning regarding technical details.  He questioned if the expansion goes through, how long will the landfill be operational?  One concern was regarding possible dangerous gases and noxious substances.  Mr. Holler questioned how the landfill will be reused and would like to know when it will be available?  How can the Supervisors go forward without providing answers to the residents?

Eric Callmann – 105 Waterford Terrace - Stated that he is the President of the Morgan Hill Condominium Association which consists of approximately 300 households.  He stated that he is opposed to the expansion.  He expressed concern regarding the I-78 gateway and how the landfill is not an appealing welcome sign in the Township and feels that the landfill along Morgan Hill Road would reflect negatively on the Township.  He feels his quality of life will deplete because of the odors that are emanate from the landfill.  Also stated that the value of the properties would decrease meaning a reduction in tax revenue for the Township.  Mr. Callmann stated that if this is to be accepted, the landfill wins and everyone else loses.
Pat Simonetta – 1005 Old Course Lane – Ms. Simonetta stated that she is a local realtor and that she was well aware that there was a landfill when she moved into the area.  She also stated that she had heard that there was not going to be an expansion and is now concerned that they want to expand.  She further stated that because of the gateway to the community and an expansion of the landfill is not appropriate.  The odor is an issue.  Ms. Simonetta expressed her concerns that as a realtor the property values will be lowered as a result of the expansion.

Herman Volk – Stated he knew the landfill was there when he bought his home.  He feels the expansion is not an “as of right” for Chrin.   He feels that the township decided to build the Morgan Hill Development and feels that all residents who bought their homes in the Morgan Hill Community, bought with the understanding that everything would stay the same.  Mr. Volk stated that he feels that an expansion will only increase the odor and will not help property values.  Questioned the notice in the paper and how it describes open space, recreation space and the landfill expansion.  He questioned what happens if the landfill does not expand?  Stated he has no issue with the Chrins and feels they are terrific people.  He asked the Board if they have considered the impact on the Township?  Suggested that we should ship our solid waste somewhere else.  He would like to see recycling options explored.

Joe Foglia – Stated she is against the landfill expansion.  
Vincent Foglia – He would like to know when these questions will be formally addressed?  He discussed pending lawsuits against the Township.  He stated that there are currently four (4) pieces legislation to limit landfill growth pending which would place a moratorium for 3 years rescinding existing permits.    He feels that if this expansion were approved it would set a precedence. He also stated that the landfill is unsightly and can be seen from Bethlehem.

Kevin Troisi – 15 Waltman Loop Lane - Questioned whether the Wottring Mill Tract is currently in litigation?  Brian Monahan stated that currently the curative amendment is in the Court of Common Pleas.  Brian stated The Wottrings Mill tract consists of approximately 250 mobile homes.  Mr. Troisi questioned if Chrin will let us use that property for recreation if we give in to their demands? Brian Monahan stated that the Township has asked Chrin to terminate all litigation against Chrin, not just this tract.  Asked if the folks in Palmer Township had to make any conceptions to get that building?  There was no response from Mr. Chrin.

Irma Schoeppner – 10 Waltman Loop Lane– Expressed concern regarding health affects.  She stated that the Landfill is a superfund site.  The remediation action proposed by Chrin since 1997 has not been effective. She feels that the landfill is still spewing organic compounds and carcinogens.  Questioned whether the Township has had any discussion about the expansion expanding the pollutants and how it will affect the residents wells?

Bill McDonald – Stated that the process runs in 5 year increments.   EPA in discussion with Chin about lowering profile of contamination.   EPA will not do something like that unless they start to see the treated ground water being discharged back into the environment.  
Fran Rosinski – 181 Oakmont Court – Asked the Supervisors why they think it is a good idea to have a playground next to a toxic site?  Sally Hixson stated it is not considered a toxic site.  Bob Doerr explained that the proposed recreation area is about a mile away and he wouldn’t have a problem.   Bob further stated that the existing site has a cap.  
Doreen Kelly – 70 Clubhouse Drive - Stated that she has paid $14,000 to Williams Township in taxes.  Feels she is entitled to more information because of her investment in her real estate.  She stated that some people have their entire life savings into their property.  She asked if the mobile home park that Chrin is trying to develop if there would be an exchange for the expansion and if Chrin would be willing to cease litigation to devote to construction of the recreation area?  She stated that the second tract of land mentioned with a proposed housing development was when zoning was one acre and since then the zoning has changed to two acre minimum.   She stated that the proposed development would have a nice view of the landfill. She questioned what the land value of developing that property is? She feels its worthless land. She feels that the Morgan Hill complex generates millions of dollars for the Township. Also the Ryan homes Development and the new strip mall does as well. She feels that all the new construction that people have invested in will be devalued by an expansion and revenue will be lost. 

Richard Resinski – of the Morgan Hill Community - Stated he that in the last hour he cannot figure out why any of us are here.  Stated you have two worthless parcels of land that will be made into green acres.  He further stated that even with his windows closed and the air conditioning on the odor was foul.  He feels this is a ridiculous proposal.  Mr. Resinki stated that he feels that the expansion will devalue properties and in return the money taken in will be trivial.  Stated that they live within a mile of this landfill and the homes are worth $400,000.00 to $500,000.00.  Does not understand why this meeting was called.

Jeff Martinson – 1025 Morvale Road - Stated that the maps do not show topography.  When the landfill raises in height the odors will permeate.  He questioned what the heights of the mountain will be?   He has complained to DEP and they have come to his house.  He feels that the Township should have someone to answer complaints.  Questioned whether blasting is involved in this expansion?  He expresses concerns with regard to digging operations, noises and trucks backing up and stated it is annoying.  He wants to know where the capping fill comes from?  He is also concerned over deforestation and excavation.  Expressed concerns about where the IB zones are and where are we going to replace those?  Stated the open space is to construed as development. 

Dan Thompson – 329 Waterford Terrace - Feels we are putting residents health at risk.  He is worried about the property values decreasing in exchange for a few ball fields and shrubbery.  He can smell the landfill expressed concerns over the noise and the carcinogens in the water.

Val (last name unknown) – Stated she moved here a year ago and was led to believe that the landfill was going away.  She is aware of the sewage plant on 611.  Concerned about both properties and feels there is nothing of value.  Questioned that if for 52 years this family has been in business and are talking about taking in less garbage, then why do they need to expand?  David Buzzell, Solicitor for Chrin stated that the goal of the meeting was to get your information out there and to provide comments.  Mr. Buzzel further explained that the landfill is permitted for capacity disposal. He explained that Chrin will run out of capacity, filling up the landfill and want to continue to operate. Therefore they need to expand. Chrin is permitted a daily volume of 1500 take in but they are currently bringing in about 1000. Eventually they will take in enough to fill up the landfill. Based on volume, when it fills up they want to continue operations therefore they will need more space.

Don Viscoli – Morgan Hill Legacy - asked how the Supervisors in good conscious can give any thought or consideration to this expansion?
Ron Grey – Stated he is the Treasurer at Country Classics Legacy – Stated that Chrin is currently taking in 2/3 of what they are permitted for.  Asked how long can they last at this current rate?  Wanted to know how long the existing landfill will last?  Mr. Gray stated that it could be another 10 years from now and the Supervisors don’t have to make a decision on this today. He doesn’t see the need for an expansion. He suggested that the Supervisors look at the cost benefits and take all houses within a one mile radius going down in value. He suggested they estimate that against what we will take in from Chrin.  Sally asked Frank or Bill to give us a time line of when you expect to apply.  Bill stated there is approximately 7 years remaining.  The expansion that everyone has been talking about isn't even on the drawing table yet.  
Dave HHapstack – 135 Ridge Road - Stated he is not for the expansion.  Asked why the fees are only $1.00?  Wanted to know what fees are for other Townships?  Sally stated that the mandate is $1.00 and you would have to ask the previous Supervisors why it was set at that.  Sally stated that anything above $1.00 needs to be negotiated.  Sally further stated that if we do not come to an agreement, the host fee will stay at a $1.00.

Mike Witter – Lives in the Morgan Hill Community - Stated that the residents have not received information about what their alternatives are.  Questioned if there is no expansion, what are the costs of the landfill being somewhere else?  Would it be cheaper?
Christopher Greene – 50 Barron Hill – Stated that his home it is not contiguous to the landfill.  He stated that several years ago he was in favor of the transfer station proposal.  He stated that he understands this is business, but is upset with the Township Supervisors because we are only at $1.00 tipping fee.   While waiting to speak he googled the fee’s and found that on average they are around $4.00 to $6.00 and feels the Board negotiated a bad fee. He stated that he feels the Supervisors are not watching out for their citizens and has concerns regarding the fireworks stores.  He further stated that if the landfill expands, he feels that his property value will be affected. 

Dr. Stanley Walker – 10 Barron Hill – Stated that he does not live directly near the landfill.  Further stated he is a doctor and treats various patients within the Township and is very concerned about their health.  Questioned how the Supervisors can sleep at night knowing they are compromising the health of residents.  He stated that Williams Township has the highest rate of lung cancer in the State of Pennsylvania.  Asked the Supervisors to think about the health of Williams Township Residents.
Felix Stetson – Spring Valley -  Stated that he feels the information provided tonight is not helpful.  He expressed concern over the fact that the landfill is a superfund site and feels it is a huge health issue. The expansion would have a large impact on public health. 

John Seifert – Morgan Hill Community - Stated that he was told that the landfill would eventually close.  He expressed concerns about property values going down.  He felt there will be a decrease in tax revenue.
Greg Goldsmith – 90 Clubhouse Drive - Has concerns about getting questions answered.  Feels it is wrong to send all the questions into the website by January 14, 2008.  Wanted to know if there is going to be a public hearing?  What happens to all of our questions? The Supervisors stated that a decision will be made on January 24, 2008.  He feels there should be another forum where residents can ask questions and have their previous questions that were submitted answered.

Derek Miller – 35 Park Place which is located across from the SPCA – He disagreed with the expansion of the landfill.  Feels there are other options that do not require a landfill such as recycling and composting.  He also stated his dissatisfaction that the Township does not have an electronic recycling program.  Feels that in order to get more people involved there should be a longer timeline to discuss this proposal.
Barry Childs- 10 Inverness Circle - Asked how many variances are required in zoning in order to construct this expansion?  Asked if we are changing the zoning in our master plan?  Asked if Chrin is entitled to 15 acres to be expanded?   Dave Harte responded to his question and explained that currently Chrin is landfill zoning and has a DEP permit that’s good for another 7 years.  If the expansion proposal is approved then there would be a rezoning public hearing in the future.

Melanie Onesto – 15 Pine Manor Drive – Has concerns regarding health issues.  She stated that she grew up on Staten Island where within 10 blocks there were 15 kids with rare cancers. She stated that the citizens elected the Supervisors to represent them.  Stated that she does not want the expansion approved.  She asked the Board how many residents have to call them before they will not approve this expansion? 

Josh Weinstein – Referred to the map on the power point presentation and asked the Board why the open space buffer is in the opposite location of the Golf Course Community which is the most densely populated area of the Township?   Stated he has been going to the Supervisors meeting for almost 2 years and is liaison to the golf course community.  Stated that he feels the Supervisors have seemed very responsible.  We are very vocal folks but our pockets don't want to open at the right time.  He stated that large corporations have a lot of money and good lawyers who threaten the Township with legal action, then the tax payers and homeowners should pull together and be willing to put their money where our mouth is.  Referring to the map, he stated that the open space is in the wrong place.  Wants to know why this needs to be decided on by the end of January and requested that this issue be extended to February or March.  He feels the Board should give the residents an option as a referendum during elections. He used the Fireworks stores as an example, and feels the residents let it happen because they didn’t pull together and use their money to stop them. 

Charlie Zafonte – 25 Fred’s Court - Stated he works for the Environmental Protection Agency and knows how landfills work.  He explained that a landfill is just like a bathtub and leaks such things as Mercury eventually.  He said that the US Constitution has Bill of Rights to citizens and Williams Township shares in these rights. He asked why we would accord rights to Corporations simply because they have money.  Asked Mr. Chrin if this is such a great proposal why not move your family next to the landfill?  He asked his fellow residents to lobby the Supervisors. He stated that the Supervisors are to be above board and submit to a referendum.  

Lilly Congruski  - Stated she is in the education field in New Jersey and passes the landfill everyday.  She further stated that she smells the odor in the morning on her way to work.  She stated that she knew it was there when she bought her home and has a concern about the care of the facility and how it is maintained.  Stated that she goes to work and pays taxes to the Township and feels that her dollar is the same as the Chrin’s.  She asked the Supervisors to consider her dilemmas.

Steve Congruski – He stated that he is a public health advocate and there are numerous issues that have been raised with this proposal.  He asked if an environment impact been made?  Is the surface water going to be protected?  Is there a daily cover being applied on a daily basis?  He expressed concern regarding the birds, rodents and bugs as well as reducing the odors.  He listed the chemicals and gases that are emanating from the landfill and stated that they are not what we want our kids to breath in.  He feels the Supervisors should be negotiating from a power position. He explained that the County of Northampton and Lehigh have both passed an ordinance establishing a Lehigh Valley Health Department. 

Bob Lilly – 10 Schuler Lane - stated that he has more experience than anyone in attendance because he was there during 1999 and 2000.  He stated that when Bob Doerr and Sally Hixson ran they promised they would oppose what they are now proposing. He feels that this proposal is only good for Chrin and no one else.  Are you willing to change low density land?  Mr. Lilly stated these are two Supervisors that stated that they were never going to be for an expansion.   He feels this is really all about zoning for money.  He stated that there already is a legally defined DEP boundary and that nothing has to change.  Mr. Lilly stated that he will spend what ever it takes to get his property value back.  

Bob Doerr stated he will answer Mr. Lilly.  He stated that he did oppose the landfill in the 2000 hearings.  Bob Doerr stated that he has been on the Board of Supervisors for 4 years with different members and there have been several proposals. He stated that he has been a part of 50 or more meetings.   Bob Doerr stated that this is an informational meeting to listen to comments from the residents. Whether he agrees with the proposal or not, he can not ignore the fact the landfill is there.  Bob Doerr explained that the current permit goes out to 2017 and is based on volume not time. They could come within 5% of filling it.  The host fees are currently $1.00 which is a state mandate minimum dating back prior to 2000.  He explained that the Township does not get to unilaterally declare they will raise fees.  Mr. Doerr explained that in order to get additional host fees you need to go through a negotiation process and you need to give and depending on what you give you will get.   Also, Mr. Doerr stated that to say Supervisors are holding secret meetings is nonsense. We have announced every meeting that we have had with Chrin, it is not secret.  Understand we are not fools.  He stated that the landfill which with the approved last expansion in 2000 will run out in 2017 at $1.00 a ton, we do not have an option. He stated that we either sit down and discuss a proposal or ignore the landfill.  But then the problem doesn’t get resolved by ignoring it. We are not afraid to fight with anyone.  He further stated that we do not cave under pressure and we look at what is in the best interest of the Township.  Mr. Doerr stated that we are here exploring whether this is a good idea. 

Kathy Lilly – Asked what the rush is?  She stated that by 2017 the current Board of Supervisors will not on the Board.  She stated that we need landfills and that everyone has garbage.   What she is not fine with is an expansion which requires zoning change and affects the quality of life, nature and health.   Mrs. Lilly stated she is not against the Chrin’s.   Referring to the charts she feels nothing has changed since 2000. She feels that the landfill is zoned GI for a reason. She feels that the LIB zoning provides a buffer between homes. She questioned if this proposed expansion is to get rid of the lawsuits?   She feels that the offer to sell the landfill to Waste Management came off the table in 2000 to sell because the current landfill has no value without an expansion. She stated that the Supervisors were against it back then. She stated that Bob Doerr was against it then. She feels the odor will be worse with an expansion. She advised the Supervisors to keep the $1.00.  

Jim Diedzic – 30 Waltman Loop – Stated he cannot think of anyone that would want a dump next to their property.  He would like the Supervisors and residents to put yourself in his shoes and think about this proposal.  He expressed his concerns regarding odor and feels that if expanded, it will get worse.  Had concern about the noise pollution and the back up alarms from the trucks.  What about people coming into the twp with the fireworks and the dump.  He is concerned about the noise pollution from the trucks dumping loads 6 days a week and the heavy equipment that he can hear on his property.  He feels the landfill is an eyesore and expressed concern with the appearance.  Mr. Diedzic stated that he loves the rural character of the Township.  He is under the understanding that there is an established boarder with the LI zoning which is an intelligent zoning design that creates a buffer between the landfill and residents homes.  In changing this zoning it is unfair and unacceptable of the Supervisors. He would like the Supervisors to honor the wishes of the citizens and deny this proposal.

Betsy Diedzic – 30 Waltman Loop – Stated that she is sorry for the folks in the golf course and feels this was a bad decision.  Further stated this is a nightmare and does not understand why we are here.  She directed her comment to the displays and said she is appalled with the sloppy piece of work.  She feels there have been serious environmental issues brought up.  She has no faith that the ball fields will be constructed of any quality.   She feels that 7 years ago they could have used ball fields, but currently there is no need for them.  She feels the Supervisors have provided incomplete answers to their questions.  Stated that there is no way that you can do your homework and get it done before March.

Gordon Diedzic – 30 Waltman Loop - stated that he is part of a democratic country. He stated that the residents elected the Supervisors to represent their views. He hopes they take into consideration, what the residents have stated at this meeting. He stated that the most densely populated part of the Township does not support an expansion.

Lynn Heinrich – is a 32 year resident of the Township.  She stated that the odor everyone smells, is it possible that it could be the Easton Sewerage Plant?  Mrs. Heinrich asked the audience who told them the landfill would close, their Realtor?  She further stated that a realtor will tell you anything to sell a property.  
Ron Heinrich – Stated that he is neither for or against the expansion at this point and wishes that some of the residents would come to the Supervisors meeting.  He explained that this isn’t the only problem in the Township, that there are others issues.   He explained that there are currently two properties we are being sued by others who want to develop other open space. There is money we spend going to court to save what we have.   He doesn’t want to see the Mobile Home park built and the Supervisors are going to fight it.   Mr. Heinrich explained that when developers first brought in plans for the golf course community, residents were against it.  But he explained that we cannot be selfish and keep people out.   Mr. Heinrich stated that we all need to get together to solve all problems.  Things have changed so much since the current Supervisors have been in office.  They try to keep everyone informed as to what is going on.

Joe Lentz – Stated that he understands why Chrin would want to expand.  Mr. Lentz suggested looking into alternatives.  He stated that other landfills move trash to steam and make energy out of it. In Plymouth Meeting residents don’t pay for trash removal. The landfill there has smokeless stacks. Their landfill is very clean. He hasn’t heard any suggestions or alternatives come from Chrin. He feels that there are other avenues to keep Chrin’s business going. 

Greg Washburn – Stated that he has attended meetings since 1986 and is not affected with the landfill.  Referring to the “S” curve from the power point presentation, he feels that Chrin cut down the existing landscape buffer out of spite.  He stated that since 1986 the landfill has gotten three times bigger.  Stated that his house is what the Township was going to sell for a ball field.    He stated that there has been a pattern of growth and expansion.  He stated that Chrin used intimidation tactics on his father by calling the CEO at Victaulic where he works to tell him to be quiet.  He stated that the recreation area looks like it was going to be put under high tensions wires and stated he does not want his 5 kids playing under them.  Mr. Washburn asked Chrin to look into putting an expansion into Palmer.  He asked if the minutes from this meeting will be made public?   Sally stated that all comments are posted.

Dale Falcinelli - 15 Schuler Lane – Asked why are we here?  He stated that there has been no financial analysis done and the presentation tonight is devoid of any cross benefit analysis.  In the few minutes that I sat here, I did an analysis.  You have incoming revenue that is pathetic in relation to the wealth. He feels that this proposal was created as a gift given to the Chrin Corporation by Williams Township.    Once this decision is made on paper and it is realized by many tens of millions of dollars of wealth through property devaluation and a decline in quality of life in the Township. He feels that another deal will be made by Waste Management. This is a lucrative business as Chrin knows with high revenue. He feels that before the ink is dry wealth will be monetized. He stated shame on the supervisors for destroying the Township and creating gateway garbage. He stated shame on us for electing these officials. He can only hope for common sense. 

Dot Schroeder is a 46 year resident of Morvale Road - I voted for the Board of Supervisors because of their platform.  She stated that she knows the Supervisors are going to do right by the residents by not allowing this expansion.  Chrin proposes to plant trees?  They were supposed to plant them on Morvale Road, but to this day it has not been done.  She asked the Supervisors not to allow this expansion.

George Washburn – Stated that in 1998 there were pretty pictures of trees on the proposals.  At that time the Supervisors negotiated with Chrin and Act 101 was passed by the State.  We are now sitting here negotiating again for the third time.  Stated that you are not going to get the pretty scene as presented here.  He brought his own display with his personal view of what we will get something like (picture he took).  Mr. Doerr stated that there is a lot of land that Chrin owns around the landfill.  25% is zoned as GI which leaves 75% that is not.  Mr. Washburn stated this needs to stop, that this has been going on since 1986.  He stated that the landfill smells, there are birds, crows and seagulls flying all over my property.  Stated that the doctor spoke about cancer and would like to see how many people have had cancer including himself.  He stated that the Township has nothing and Chrin has everything.  Stated that if this is voted on there is going to be additional lawsuits filed from the residents.

Gary Gavornik – of Hexenkopf Road stated that he just moved back out of New Jersey. His children are fifth generation residents of Williams Township.  He stated that he moved out of New Jersey for same thing that’s starting to happen here in Pennsylvania. He was raised on a farm which was closed out because of manure in the late 1970’s. He stated that Morgan Hill was once beautiful with 600 acres of woods that were clear cut to build the golf course community. He stated that 99% of the people in attendance at this meeting are golf course residents.  He stated that the Township is not being represented here tonight. Condos don’t support open space. He stated that the landfills been there for 50 years.  He stated that he knows sacrifices are being made.  He asked about the people who live below the golf course who have been flooded out. He stated that the residents of the Golf course do not show too much concern that they are flooded out from their community. He understands that this is a sensitive subject and that all concerns expressed are legitimate. 

Ray Brunner - 212 Eagles Creek Court – Stated he moved here with his wife and daughter. He was originally from the Bronx and then moved to Bergen County New Jersey due to job relocation. He now works from home. They moved here to get away from the congestion.  He values bringing his daughter up with less congestion which he found in Williams Township. He didn’t want to care for property which is why he bought in the golf community. He understood the landfill was there.  He commended Mrs. Lilly and the other residents about reminding everyone what happened in 2000 since he did live here at that time.  He encouraged the residents to make it happen with signatures to the board.

Liuba Yarmie - Stated that has coached softball in the Township for 8 years and that she was extremely disappointed when the township sold their property to the Washburn family because she had hopes of fields being installed there.  She explained that there are no fields for the kids to play on.  They went to the championship but had to play behind the middle school in Wilson Borough. She says everyone has to fight for recreation fields. She stated that we do need fields. She stated that she would like more recreation in the Township.

Margaret Schley – She announced that her birthday is November 1, 1927. When she was growing up she lived in New Jersey in garage from age 5 to 20 with a single mom. Margaret explained that she was a school teacher. She stated that she has lived the American dream.  She told everyone for 15 years she lived near an asbestos factory and they used to shoot it in the air.  We use to love running through the asbestos because it looked like snow.  She stated that if she develops lung cancer it’s not because of the Chrin Landfill but because of where she grew up.  She states that the air has been pure while she has lived in Williams Township and it is not because I live on Spring Valley Road that the air is pure.  She stated that the smells are non existent.  She told the residents not to blame it on Chrin’s or anyone else.  You should all feel blessed that we finally have three Supervisors that have leadership and integrity.  She stated that she resents the negative comments towards the Supervisors with all the work they do.  Margaret stated that she was very upset by them. Margaret thanked Sally, Fred, Bob. She ran out of time and didn’t get a chance to explain her presentation. 

Russ (last name unknown) – Morgan Hill – Stated that he moved here three years ago and knew the dump was there when he purchased.  He stated that he feels that the residents have not been given any useful information. He feels that he learned more from listening to the comments tonight.  He feels like the Supervisors have told him nothing.  I heard nothing from the Chrins, as to this is where it is going to go and these trees are going to hide it.  He stated that for the amount of taxes we pay, he expects more.  He asked the board, if Chrin didn’t do what they said they would in the past what makes the Supervisors think they will do it now? He stated that he agrees with Josh Weinstein that there should be a referendum on the ballot.  Bring it to a vote and watch what happens.

Catherine Vasvary - 240 Eagles Creek Court – Stated that she was told that the golf course was once suppose to be the Easton dump.  She stated that she knew the landfill was there when she moved here.  I think the views are preserved for anyone in the Township.  I am opposed to the landfill.  I do want to give Chrin credit for the neatness of landfill and appreciate the activities that they do.  She stated that it is one of the nicest run landfills she’s seen but she is against an expansion. She stated that she is an educator. She stated that we are putting out our trash every week. She asked where is this trash going to go? She feels we need more recycling to reduce landfills. She stated that this is a “not in my backyard” statement.  I am opposed to the expansion of this landfill.

Mike Strawn – 40 Old Well Road - Mike stated that he has lived here all his life. He is 5th generation. He explained that the residents did try to fight off the golf course because the property consisted of beautiful acres of woods. He stated that it is a beautiful golf course. But it was basically the same kind of situation. A big developer came and said this is what we want to do and the Township had to make a decision.   They had to ask, “do we want high residential”?  The Township had to make a decision.  He stated that it’s similar with Lou Pektor’s subdivisions. The Township had to make decision. The Board had to decide what was in the best interest of the Township.  Mike stated that if the Township ever needs anything that you can go to Mr. Chrin.  Mike stated that Mr. Chrin has done so many good things for the Township. Mike stated that when voting for a Supervisor you should vote for the person, not on one specific issue.  He stated that he would rather see ball fields rather than a mobile/trailer park.  He stated that there are less fields for the children to play on now, than when he was a kid.  He asked where are the kids going to play?  He encouraged the residents to come to the Supervisors meetings.  He stated that the Supervisors have talked about this issue for years.  He stated that his mother had helped fight the Easton annexation years ago.  Mike feels that Chrin is doing a fine job and they have presented a good plan.  Mike stated the he feels the Supervisors will make the best decision for all of us.

Jennifer Petrozzo - 35 Barron Hill Road - told the Supervisors that they are supposed to represent the residents, but she feels they are giving the impression that they are representing Chrin instead. She was unhappy that the supervisor decided to hold a meeting to discuss these negotiations with Chrin a week before Christmas. She asked the Board of Supervisors to listen to the pubic comments. She stated that she is concerned that their minds are already made up on this issue.

Troy Helbing – 405 Spring Valley Road - Stated that seven years ago when he came to this Township he thought the landfill was a done deal.  This dump is going to be right in my back yard and if it goes through I am moving out.  He stated that Bob Doerr’s wife was in the former meetings, he asked “what changed”? He asked if it was for the money?  He stated that the money isn’t everything. 

Elizabeth Sargent – 240 Spring Valley Road – Stated that she would like to thank the supervisors.  Further stated that she is opposed to the landfill expansion.

Jennifer Parish – 30 Schuler Lane - Stated that she was here in 2000 and at that time they said no and we still mean no.  She stated that she hasn’t heard any Supervisor provide an answer as to why if there was a reduction of volume with the Chrin intake, then why has it been reduced?  She stated that many residents thought the landfill would be closing down by now.  

James Parrish – 30 Schuler Lane - I am opposed to the landfill expansion.  I thought this was brought to closure.  I am afraid that in another 5 years we will be wondering about the next expansion.

Chuck (last name unknown) – Country Classics at Morgan Hill - Stated that he voted for the last two years. He would like to point out to the board that the newer resident’s are a part of the Township and to respect their voice.  I had a free choice to move here and I chose it because of the land and I am opposed by the landfill expansion.

Greg Gianforcaro – Stated that he is concerned about the reasons why negotiations came before the residents had a chance to speak.  He feels this all came to light after the elections.  He feels this is disconcerting, legally speaking. He stated that no one supports this expansion. He stated that one resident is in favor of the expansion and two people are undecided. He asked what the standard of proof is for an expansion. He feels that the benefits don’t clearly outweigh the detriment and harm that will be done to the Township.  This expansion puts money in Chrins pocket. He can’t see how this expansion should go through.

Iris Washburn - 235 Spring Valley Road - stated that the majority of the meeting attendants are all from the golf community. She explained that the township residents had a choice regarding where the golf course is now.  It was a proposed landfill. When the Supervisors decided on the golf course they were thrilled. She is happy to have them here to speak tonight and thanked those residents.

Chris Washburn - The Supervisors spoke about maintaining open space.  He stated that it is hypocrisy at the gateway of the Township.  The residents have entrusted the Supervisors to do what’s best for the Township.  The Supervisors do not have the right to destroy property values. To allow this expansion is a betrayal of the public trust.  He implores the Board to reject this proposal.

Lori Thomas – Berger Road - I can smell the landfill when the air is heavy.  It is not a nice sweet smell.  So to think that it only smells near the landfill is not accurate.  She said that an interview of real estate against stated that based on an analysis all properties within 2 miles will have been decreased by 20%.  Another concern Ms. Thomas had is that there are many people here tonight.  When you get the hundreds of comments in how are three people going to be able to go through those comments in 10 days?  This is a serious process issue that I am concerned about.  Also she asked from a zoning standpoint, she would like clarification right now regarding the GI zoning. She asked, what is the landfill currently zoned? The Board told her GI. She asked if the LI change would require a rezoning as an alternative usage?  She told the Supervisors to look to the future and find alternative uses for the landfill. She suggested using the gas from the landfill to produce electricity.

Sally thanked everyone for attending this meeting. She stated that the Supervisors appreciate everyone’s comments. She reminded everyone to submit their comments either by phone, email or mail. She asked the residents to send the Supervisors their questions and they will try to address them.

Respectfully submitted,






Melody Ashmore






Township Secretary
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