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Williams Township Land Preservation Board

Minutes, December 17, 2007 Meeting

Present:  Jeff McGuire, Jerry Steele, Alan Kirby, Linda Heindel


  Robert Doerr, Supervisor

  Jeff Marshall, Heritage Conservancy
Jeff McGuire, chair, convened the meeting at 7:02 p.m.  Minutes of the November 19, 2007, meeting were approved as printed (moved Steele, 2nd Kirby).

Updates on Preservation Projects
Horth – closed on easement on December 10. Wildlands will consult with the Horths about public disclosure of access.
Heindel – Supervisor Doerr reported that Rep. Freeman felt there were three launching points in his discussion with DCNR personnel: (1) 5-year controlled access, then broad access; (2) broad access one day/week; (3) restrict one portion (access by permission) and allow broad access in another portion.  Freeman awaits direction from Williams Twp.  Heindels will consult with Doerr.
Kirby-Heindel – DCNR award list did not contain the application; application has been carried over until Heindel easement decided.
Smejkal – DCNR has funded this project; Smejkal has agreed to the terms of public access. NCOSAB approved the project but County Council has not yet acted on it. 
Regarding the question about roll-over from 2007-2008 of funding already assigned, McGuire said that Gordon Heller says there is not a problem.  Marshall will inform Heller of status of Smejkal and Heindel negotiations. 
McBrien –Natural Lands Trust planned to close on December 19.
Black – Kirby discussed with Black the idea of involving contiguous landowners because the Black parcel by itself is not in a high priority area and is not in a contiguous swath of conserved properties; also it is already subdivided. LPB might consider contacting nearby landowners. 
Zoccola and Seiter– Zoccola was in attendance and expressed his concerns about the process, in particular about public access to the Zoccola property, which would have to be through the Seiter property. There could be a trail through the Seiter (S) property to go onto Zoccola (Z) property via the power line on the way to the woodlands on Z. property. S. has told Z. that he will grant access. Z wants very little access and controlled numbers. S. (42 A.) could proceed on his own as a stand-alone application, as did Smejkal (31 A.)
Heritage will draft access language for Z’s approval and LPB review at the January 21 meeting. It will then be preliminarily presented to DCNR before an application is submitted.

Items from the December 12 Supervisors’ Meeting; 

McGuire distributed copies of Ordinance 2007-8 regarding the millage freeze on preserved properties, as outlined in Act 4, previously Act 153). County and township have approved; the Wilson Area School Board, which had approved the earlier version, must now decide. There is no millage freeze if property is preserved by a conservancy alone; but if a governmental entity (county, township) shares an interest in the easement, the freeze can apply. Residents who have already preserved property via conservancy should be notified of this opportunity.

No Items from the Planning Commission
 

No Items from Zoning Hearing Board 
Other Business

(1) Farmland preservation – the two Seipt parcels (ranked 1 and 7) could both possibly be preserved if the township joins the effort for #7 and if the Seipts accept the offer. The Seipts are getting a second appraisal for # 1, and the township might also help with that.

(2) LPB plans to contact landowners of more than 10 acres once again, now that at least two properties will have been preserved.

(3) Marshall showed the easement plan for the “Painter tract,” being developed by Ashley. Heritage Conservancy asks LPB for its ideas on what should be in it. The Supervisors think the environmental area should have controlled access (possibly by township or Mariton) but not just for the homeowners’ association. The area around the pond requires special protection because the whole tract lies in the Hexenkopf Wetlands. There should be no trail around the pond, no improvements, no clear cutting. There should be a Forest Management plan.  Heritage will request the Natural Resources inventory Ashley is likely to have had done, or Heritage should do one.
(4) McGuire asked what role LPB should play, once properties have been preserved. The discussion elicited several ideas: interaction with the property-owners by holding stewardship seminars for the landowners (e.g., for removing invasives, planting of proper vegetation), helping them get land management grants; interface with an Environmental Action Committee, if it should be formed, and with the Recreation Board.

(5) Kirby thanked Doerr for his substantial work in bringing the Horth easement to completion.

Announcements 
Doerr reminded the group of the Township meeting regarding the 102-A. Chrin parcel adjoining the Chrin Landfill (the former Waltman tract); he quickly outlined the plan, which would allow for no expansion beyond this plan in the future.

The meeting adjourned at 8:31 p.m. (motion by Kirby, 2nd Steele).

Submitted, 

Linda Heindel, Secretary

Next Meeting:  January 21, 2008, 7 p.m.
